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TRAVELS 
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INTERIOR PARTS 


67 


T MADE ſeveral obſervations during the thirty-ſix 


I hours I ſpent in company with theſe Gonaquas, which 

I found very ſerviceable to me ; rhoſe remarks particu- 
| larly which I was enabled to make upon their language 
and pronunciation. I obferved that when they ſpeak 
they make a clapping noiſe with the tongue, as the reſt 
of the Hottentots do. The reaſon of this clapping I ſhall 
explain afterwards, as alſo the manner in which they 


change it. Although their diale& was the ſame, they 


had, notwithſtanding; ſome terminations Which neither I 


in. 


quite ſo flat; and they were bigger in ſtature; but chiefly 


they had a nobler air and appearance. The portraits of 


Narina and a Gonaqua, which are faithfully drawn, and 
here repreſented, may anſwer to give an idea of this di- 
ſtinction. | 1 5 


In accoſting any one, they ſtretch out the hand, fay- | 
ing, Tale, I ſalute you. This word and ceremony, 


— 


nor my Hottentots could always make out their meaning 


* Theſe Gonaquas differed from my Hottentots in ſeveral. 
reſpects; their ſkin was darker coloured; their noſe not 
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which the Caffres make uſe of, the Hottentots, properly 
ſo called, do not. 

This iimilarity of habits, manners, and even confor- 
mation; their neighbourhood to Great Caffraria, and the 
information I afterwards received, convinced me that 
theſe hordes of Gonaquas, who reſemble in an equal de- 
gree the Caffres and the Hottentots, muſt be a breed 
of theſe two nations intermixed. 

The men's dreſs though arranged with more exactneſs, 
is of the ſame ſhape with that or f the Hottentots; but, as the 
Gonaquas are rather taller, they make their coverings of 
calves in place of ſheeps ſkins ; they are both named re. 
Several of them have hanging from their necks a piece 
of ivory, or very White ſheep's bone; and this contraſt 
of the two colours has a good effect, and has a very be- 
coming appearance. 

The men caſt off every part of their dreſs that is ſu- 
perfluous, when the weather is very hot, retaining only 
what they call their jackals. This jaclal is a part of the 
ſkin of that animal, with which they hide what nature- 
dictates to them ſhould be concealed and which they tie 
to their girdle, This veil, is however, very inatten- 
tively put on, and may be conſidered as rather an uſeleſs - 
appendage, proving of very little uſe to their modeſty. 

However, the women are much fonder of dreſs than 
the men, and.ſpend more time, and are more employed in 
adorning their. perſons. They have a kroſs like them, 
but the apron which hides their ſex is larger than thoſe 
of the Hottentots. While the great heats continue, they 
retain only 'this apron, with a {kin which falls down, be- 
| hind, from their girdle to the thick of the leg. 

Young girls, when under nine years of age, go quite 
naked; when they come to that age, they only wear a. 
little apron. 

I ſhall very ſoon return again to other ſingularities by 
which this nation are remarkable, for I have not yet fi- 
niſhed what J had to ſay concerning them. 

The Hottentot whom I had ſent with Haabas, arrived 
from his horde that ſame evening attended by two Go- 
naquas we had not ſeen before, who brought me a fat 
ox, Which their chief entreated I would accept. Narina, 
reminding me of my . ſent me a baſket of A 

mi 
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milk, of which ſhe knew I was very fond. Her ſiſter, 
when ſhe ſaw the preſents which Narina had got from 
me, regretted exceedingly that the had not accompanied 
her to viſit my camp; and ſhe deſired the two meſſen- 
gers of Haabas, from whom I had this news, to thank 


me for thoſe preſents I had ſent to her by her mother. 


Having accepted of the ox and the ſheep which were ſent 
me, I deſired that the meſſengers ſhould be entertained 


with tobacco and brandy. One of theſe people was ſo. 


very like Narina that I took him for her brother ; but he 
was her couſin only. Mild features, and an elegant per- 
ſon, made this man one of the moſt comely ſavages I 


had ever ſeen, He gave me ſeveral particulars reſ- 


petting the Gonaquas, which Haabas had not men- 
tioned. He told me that, previous to the war with 
the Caffres, his horde conſiſted only of one family, 


of which Narina's grandfather had been the laſt chief; 


that, when he died, it had continued many years with- 
out any leader; but that, when the war broke out, Haa- 
bas? horde, which formerly dwelt upon the banks of. the 
river, near the mouth of it, had joined his, that they 
might unite their forces together, it they ſhould be attack- 
ed by the common enemy ; that the horde would not ad- 
mit Haabas, alledging that it was free to chooſe its own 
chief; and that it was not equitable that rangers ſhould. 


give laws to a horde which had readily admitted them 


among them. He added, that there had been a great 
deal of quarrelling, and many combats, between them ; 


ſlain, and many of them wounded ; but that their gene- 


ral intereſt having at length, compelled them to unite a- 


gainſt a ſudden inroad of the Caffres, the wiſe and vali- 


ant behaviour of Haabas, who reſiſted their attack, had 


occaſioned his being unanimouſly proclaimed the chief of 


both hordes, which by alliances, marriages, and good 
friendſhip, now conſtituted only one... 

As my brandy began to work upon the brains of theſe 
two Gonaquas, they turned fo very fond of talking, that 
they could ſcarcely finiſh their ſtories. It was about one 


in the morning when I left them, in order to retire to 


reſt; and I adviſed my people to take my example, as I 
propoled next morning to go on a grand excurſion, in 


1 | gueſt - 
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queſt of birds, and had determined to ſet out by the 


break of day. 

Setting out as ſoon as the ſun appeared, Narina's con- 
ſin aſked leave to follow me, as he ſaid it pleaſed him 
much to {ce me fire my double-barrelled gun, which was 
4 phenomenon he could not underſtand. 

I agreed, therefore, and gave him my carabine to car- 


ry, becaule it might ſo happen that large animals ſhould | 


come in Our way. 


I had very ſoon an opportunity to gratify Amiroo's * 


curioſity; for having got within ſhot of a vulture, which 


J had ſeen ſitting on the point of a rock, I wounded it at 
the firſt ſhot, and killed it with a ſecond, as it was at- 


tempting to fly. Amiroo's companions, when they re- 
turned to the horde, had informed him that I could fire 


' ſeveral times ſucceſſively ; but, naturally judging of my 
arms by his own, he could not believe that it was poſſi- 
ble to wound twice with the ſame arrow. He was there- 


fore much amazed to hear my ſecond report, and to ſee 
the animal dead. He ſaid he very anxiouſly wiſhed to 


be poſſeſſed of an inſtrument like mine, to repel the Caf- 


fres; and he expreſſed this with with ſuch an air and 
tone, as made me conclude, that man, if not the ſtrong- 
eſt of animals, is however the nobleſt and moſt courage- 
ous. He aſked me why the planters had not fuſees of 
the ſame kind; a queſtion which ſeemed to be full of 
good ſenſe, but it was not poſſible for me to anſwer it. 


Ihe planters not only have none in their poſſeſſion, but 


even, before I came, they had never ſeen any of them; 
and on all the plantations at a diſtance from the Cape, 


my ſuſee was looked upon as a wonder and a ſingular cu- 
riolity. . | a 


During our converſation, I thought I could perceive, 
by Amiroo's looks, that he ſuppoſed that I had it in m 

power to fire as often as I pleaſed j I was ſatisfied of this 
by the embarraſling queſtion which he afterwards put to 
me. A kite having paſſed over our heads, I diſcharged 


both my ſhot at it; but it only made a turn round, and 


continued its flight. Upon this, Amiroo aſked me wh 


J did not fire until I had killed it: but I could give him 


uo reply, only that the bird was too common; that I did 


+ This was the name of Narina's couſin. 
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not care for it; and that, beſides, ſo much noiſe might 
terrify others which I was more deſirous of getting. By 


this ſhift, however aukward, I avoided explaining what 


would have been imprudent for me ever to reveal to him ; 
and I increaſed that idea of ſuperiority with which white 
men every where impreſs ſavages. 


My excurſion was very ſucceſsful; and, among other 


birds, I killed a cuckow quite unknown, which will form 
a new ſpecies in this genus. 

Its feathers, which had nothing remarkable in them, 
were, throughout almolt the whole body, of a dark brown 


colour. Its ſong conſiſts of ſeveral ſounds differently ac- 
cented, and it may be heard at a great diſtance. As it 


lings Whole hours without intermithon, it betrays itſelf, 
and directs the fowler where to find it, I have called it 


the criard in my ornithology. 


J alſo killed ſome fly-catchers, and a great many tou- 
Tacos, of which we made fricaſſees, vaſtly ſuperior to 


thoſe made of Guinea- hens or partricges with the lame 
ſauce. 


Narina's couſin reien me bring down all ſorts of 


little birds, cloſe to him, with ſo much readineſs, entreat- 


ed me to lend him my fuſee, that he might try his dex- 


terity ; but it would have been bad policy in me to give 
him any inſtruction on this ſubject. Without wiſhing to 


be conſidered a ſorcerer, I was deſirous that he might be 


ſatisfied, by his own experience, that there is a wide dif- 


| ference between a European and a Hottentot. Havin 
loaded my fuſee without putting lead into it, I allowed 


him to fire as often as he choſe ; but, having killed no- 


thing, he became very impatient, Had my piece been 


loaded in the uſual manner, he would perhaps have been 
as unſucceſsful ; for, fearing that the priming would burn 


his face, he turned aſide his head whenever he preſented 


the piece. His aukwardneſs, however, might have done 


ſome execution; and, for this reaſon, I thought it proper 
to leave nothing to chance: : for without doubt, had he 
killed only a ſingle bird, my ſuperiority would have been 


immediately leflened in his eſteem, and of courſe in all 
the horde. If this idea did not ſecure my perſon, it at 
leaſt flattered my n, 1 
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When returning to the camp, we fell in with a flock of 
bubales, at two hundred paces diſtance. Having killed 


one of them with my carabine, my companion ſeemed to 


be greatly ſurpriſed, not forgetting that at the diſtance 
of titteen paces he had not been able in ſeveral ſhots to 
kill even a ſmall bird. He began to meaſure the prodi- 
gious diſtance between us and the bubale. As I noticed 
that he appeared to be loſt in melancholy reflections, and 
to be under much uneaſineſs, I looked at him with an air 
of affection, and gave him all the conſolation in my pow- 
er-—Amiable youth, who didſt not know how eltimable 
and engaging that ſimplicity was, which made thee ſeem 


ſo little before thy fellow-creature, long mayſt thou re- 


tain thy happy ignorance | May I be the laſt ſtranger who, 


with rath ſteps, Thall dare to tread thy native plains; and 


may thy ſolitude never be polluted! 

We covered our bubale with the branches of trees; ; ms 
on my return, I fent a horſe to carry it to the camp. 

To amuſe Amiroo and his companion, I ſpent the re- 
mainder of the day in ſkinning my birds. Having 1n- 
vited them to ſtay with me during the night, telling them 
that next day they muſt conduct me themſelves to their 
horde, they appeared to be exceedingly glad; the even- 
ing was therefore ſpent in great merriment, and we drank 
tea, as uſual, around a large fire. One of the ſheep, 
which Haabas had ſent, I ordered to be killed, upon 
which we made an excellent ſupper ; and after our repaſt 
amuſed ourſelves with dancing and muſic: nor was the 


immortal lyre forgotten, for I had given two of them to 


my new gueſts. Having ſeen ſome of theſe inſtruments 


in the hands of thoſe of their horde who had paid me a 


viſit before them, their reputation was ſo much. raiſed, 
that they were impatient to have one, though they did 
not venture to aſk it; I however anticipated their deſire, 


and by this [till added to the eſteem and friendſhip which | 


they. entertained for me. 

When it was time to go to reſt, I farmed all my peo- 
ple how I intended to travel next morning, and gave Klaas 
orders to have my two horſes ready at the break of day. 


When I awoke, Amiroo's companion had ſet out to 


inform Haabas of my intention of paying him a viſit the 
fame: Kay 


Whatever 
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Whatever may be the extent of the deſerts of Africa, 
we mult not make any calculations as to its population 
from thoſe innumerable ſwarms of blacks which are found 


on the weſt, and which border all the coaſts of the ocean, 
from the Canary Iles to the environs of the Cape of 


Good Hope. There 1s certainly no proportion to enable 


us to hazard even a conjecture ; ſince by a trade appro- 


ved by a few, and held in deteſtation by the greater part, 
the barbarous navigators of Europe have induced theſe 
negroes, by the moſt villanous attractions, to give up 
their priſoners, or thoſe who are inferior to them in 


ſtrength. As their wants increaſed, they have become 


nhuman and perfidious beings; the prince has fold his 


ſubjects; the mother has ſold her ſon ; and nature, as an 
accomplice, has rendered her prolific. De, 
This diſguſting and execrable traffic is, however, Aill 


unknown in the interior parts of the Continent. The 
deſert is indeed a deſert; and it is only at particular 
diſtances that a few hordes are to be met with, that 
are not numerous, and who ſubſiſt on the fruits of the 
ground, and the produce of their cattle, Having found 
one horde, one muſt go a great way to find another. 
The heat of the climate, the dryneſs of the ſands, the 
barrenneſs of the ſoil, a want of water, rugged and roc- 
ky hills, wild e and, in addition to all theſe, the 
diſpoſition of the Hottentots, ſomewhat phlegmatic, with 
their cold habit of body—are all impediments to propa- 
gation, When a man has fix children, it is conſidered 


as wonderful. 


In the Gonaquas country, into which I travelled; there | 
were not therefore three thouſand people, although thir- 


ty or forty leagues in extent; and the horde of Haabas, 
which included at moſt four hundred perſons, of every 


age and ſex, was conſidered to be one of the molt nume 
rous among them. 


The Gonaquas are not like thoſe Jevenerated and 


wretched Hottentots, who pine away in the heart of tha 
colonies, contemptible and deſpiſed inhabitants, who car- 
ry no marks of their ancient original but the empty name; 
and who enjoy, at the expence of their liberty, a little 
peace, purchaſed at a very high price, by the extraordi- 
nary labour to which they are ſubjected on the plantati- 
ans; and by the deſpotiſm of their chiets, who {ell 2 
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ſelves to government. I had here an opportunity to ſee 
a free and valiant people, prizing nothing beſides inde- 
pendence ; never yielding to any impulſe foreign to na- 
ture, and tending only to deſtroy their noble, free, and 
truly philanthropic principles. 
I did not intend to proceed among this reſpectable na- 
tion like a worn out hunter, forced by famine. and labour 
to ſtop at the firſt place where he can procure a lodging. 
I had determined to appear there in fochi, with the utmoſt 
outward ſhew, but ſuch as might be honourable both for 
me and them. | 1 
I ſpent all the morning in dreſſing my hair, which I 
ſtuffed with powder, as if I had been to appear among 
the molt elegant company. I combed out my beard, 
cauſing it to hang down in the moſt genteel manner I 
could. I had periitted it to grow a complete year; not 
from whim or caprice, as has been ridiculouſly told 
throughout the world; nor was it to copy thoſe botani- 
cal travellers, who greedily uſe galls and ſenna, as a pu- 
niſhment becauſe I did not find out ſoon enough, or when 
I wiſhed, this and the other diaphoretic plant, or imper- 
ceptible inſe& ; but ſound policy had ſuggeſted this rule to 
me, as a fundamental rule. The length of my beard 
could neicher be owing to ſlovenlineſs nor neglect. The 
exact cleanlineſs of the Dutch I am delighted with; and, 
for an American Creole, it is not a mere want, ariſing 
from cuſtom, but pleaſure. While I travelled I changed 
my linen and clothes three or four times every day; but 
the ſcheme to let my beard grow, I determined on before 
J left the Cape. I had been told of the wars between the 
Caffres and the planters, and that the latter were beld in 
abomination by the ſavages; and, as I expected to fall 
in with either the one or the other, it was highly needful 
for me that I thould give myſelf, by my outward ap- 
pearance, as well as by manners and behaviour, an air 
quite ſtrange, to thew that I had no affinity to the plan- 
ters. This plan anſwered me perfectly; for, among all 
the hordes through whom I paſſed, I was received as a 
very remarkable perſon, nay, as a man of a new ſpecies. 
My inſuperable diſlike to brandy and tobacco, which both 
planters and ſavages uſe, added {till to their ſurpriſe, 
The idea of this favourable prepoſſeſſion, which I could 
| | not 
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not but obſerve, gave me freſh aſſurance, and even a bold- 
neſs which procured me great happineſs unknown by other 
travellers. Nothing could hinder me; I marched for- 
wards, and preſented myſelf without pain; and thus J 


might have travelled over all the centre of Africa, even 


to Barbary, without the ſmalleſt hindrance, had not the 
ground, ſo to ſpeak, rejected my ſteps. Pinching famine 
will always be inſurmountable obſtacles to thoſe who may 
be inclined to hazard ſo bold and dangerous an enter- 
„„ | | 1 


My beard, then, proved my chief ſafeguard; but it 
daily did me a ſervice no leſs important: on a journey I 


always took the precaution, when I waſhed it, to let it 


imbibe as much water as it could hold; and, while the 
day was hot, this refreſhed my face, and gave me much 


comfort and relief. 


Having drefſed my hair, I equipped myſelf in the moſt 


elegant manner I could. Among my hunting frocks I 
had one of a darkiſh brown colour, ornamented with ſteel 
buttons, in a cut facet ſtyle : this I made my dreſs of ce- 
remony; as the ſun's rays, falling upon the different fa- 
cets, would by their ſhining occaſion a ſplendour very 
uſeful for exciting the admiration of theſe ſavages, Be- 
low this frock I had a white veſt; and I ſubſtituted in 
place of boots a pair of nankeen drawers, which always 
appeared to me equally magnificent. In my wardrobe 
there ſtill remained a pair of European ſhoes, which I put 
upon my feet; and I did not negle& my large ſilver buc- 
kles, as they were accidently exceedingly brilliant, I 
was very anxious to have a gold-laced hat, but this I 


was neceſſitated to do without; and, my drawers made 


my ſet knee-buckles of no uſe, I made a kind of claſp of 
them, by which I faſtened to my hat, ſuch as it was, a 
Noble plume made of oftrich's feathers at full length. 


1 was ſadly vexed however about the furniture of my . 


horſe, which was not at all of a piece with the ornaments 


of his maſter! in place of that elegant panther's ſkin 


which in France would have been conſidered ſuperb, and 
which was of no conſequence in the eye of a ſavage, what 

a ſhining appearance would one o thoſe howſings of ſcar- 
let cloth, which trot regularly every week from Paris to 
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Poiſſy, have made! So true is it, that the ſcarcity of ob- 
jects conſtitutes all their value, as well as their merit. 

I ſuggeſted to my faithful Klaas that he ſhould ride on 
horſeback with me, and be as groom, he drefſed himſelf 
in the beſt manner he could: but being anxious that he 
ſhould appear with ſome diſtinction, I gave him an old 
pair of my own breeches, which he did not put on with- 
out aſſuming an air of vanity, which at the ſame time dil- 
covered the. pleaſure this treat gave him, and the impor- 
tance he received from ſuch an ornament. 

Having made every thing ready for my departure, I 
ſent off two of my hunters with their guns to give notice 
to the horde of my approach : and having taken break- 
faſt ſoon aſter, L hung my poniard from a button-hole of 
my waiſtcoat ; put a pair of piſtols into my girdle; and 
another pair, with my double-barrelled gun, at the bow 
of my ſaddle; and immediately mounted my horſe. 
Klaas, who was charged with my carabine, did the ſame; 
and followed after me, leading with him my four dogs. 
He in turn, was followed by four hunters, eſcorting one 
of my people, whom I appointed to carry a box with 
two red handkerchiefs, knives, a few copper rings, pie- 
ces of ſteel for tinder-boxes, and ſome other preſents 
which I purpoſed to give to the horde. Amiroo march- 
ed upon our head, to lead us the proper road. 

We firſt proceeded upon the banks of the river, going 
againſt its current for near an hour; after which Amiroo 
made us leave its banks and conducted us between two 
high mountains, in a narrow defile, the length and wind- 
ings of which were fully two leagues. At the other end 
of this valley, being again within a few paces of the ri- 
ver, the country opened to us; and from this place point- 
ing out with his finger a ſmall height upon which I noti- 
ced a kraal, our guide told us that we thould there find 
on, ae It was yet about ten gun-ſhots from us. The 
way had been longer than I thought; for we were full 
three hours in this march. When I was within two 
hundred paces of the horde, I diſcharged both my ſhot, 
and deſired my four hunters to do the ſame. The other 
two, whom 1 had ſent before us, returned our ſalute, by 
diſcharging theirs ; and this was to all the horde the ſig- 
nal for an univerſal ſhout of joy. I ſhall not trouble my 
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readers with any refle&ions upon this affecting ſcene : 
many will ſhare in the ſoft emotions of my heart; and 
prefer a true relation of this kind, however ſimple. I faw 


all theſe people come out of their teats, and form them- 


ſelves into little companies; but, as I gradually approach- 


ed, the women, the young girls, and children, all went 


out of fight, and returned to their different huts. 'The 


men, who only continued with their chief at their head, 
came out to meet me; upon which I alighted, and re- 


peating the words tale table to Haabas, I took the old 


man by his hand, which I ſqueezed in mine. He return- 


ed my ſalutation with every appearance of a grateful 
heart; and ſeemed very much affected by this mark of 


honour, which was conferred chiefly upon him. I was 


received with the ſame ceremony by all the other men; 
only that, ſuppreſſing, as a token of reſpect the ſign of the 


hand, they ſubſtituted in its room that of gently bowing. 


the head; and that, in pronouncing the word ale, they 
accompanied this word with a more ſenfible clapping with 
their tongue. | „ 

Each of them in particular examined me with the 


greateſt attention, even to the moſt minute part of my 


dreſs: every thing took their looks. Haabas himſelf, 
who had never before ſeen me in my camp but merely 


in an undreſs, or in my hunting apparrel, ſeemed ſur 
priſed at my ſtrange attire : I thought that he diſcovered 


much more reſpect in his behaviour than uſual, and that, 


as he paſſed me, he appeared to pay me much more de- 


ference. 


J bad alighted from my horſe under the ſhade of a big 


tree, to which they came to complement me; but I con- 
tinued there only a few minutes to refreſh myſel. It 
was a real feaſt to me to contemplate this intereſting 
horde, to which I proceeded eſcorted by all my troop z 
and as I paſſed in front of one of the huts, which like 
thoſe of the Hottentots have only a very low doc, the 
miſtreſs of it, who at firlt only appeared to look at me 
at a diſtance, immediately retired ; ſo that I was under 
the neceſſity of ſtooping every moment, in order to ex- 
amine the inſide, It was a very curious ſight to ſee theſe 
brown viſages without motion, and as it were fixed to 
the wall, in the back part of the hut, univerſally diſplay- 
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ing the appearance of ſo many portraits in the ſhade. T 
ſhould have left my card with each of theſe ladies, for 
none of them received me. 


They gradually however grew more familiar, and at 


length I ſaw myſelf ſurrounded by them. They preſent- 
ed me milk on all ſides; but 1 did not obſerve Narina 


yet among the number of theſe inquiſitive females, Ha- 
ving aſked after her, ſome of them ran to bring her; and 
ſhe came ſoon after, bringing a baſket of goats milk, 
quite warm, which the quickly preſented to me. I drank 


lome of it, preferring it to that offered by the reſt ; both 


becauſe of the natural graceful manner in which ſhe gave 
it me, and of the care the had been at to make the veſſel 
perfectly clean, which was by no means the caſe with the 
other women. | | 

The females were all dreſſed in their richeſt habili. 


ments, newly greaſed and Loughoued, and having their 


faces painted in a hundred different manners, ſufficiently 
diſcovering what noiſe the news of my arrival had made 


in the horde, and the remarkable reſpect which they en- 


tertained for a ſtranger. Narina had ornamented herſclf 


with the preſents which I had given her; but I remark- 


ed, with no little aſtoniſhment, that ſhe had not followed 
the etiquette of her other companions, by not greaſing 


herſelf like the reſt. She knew how much I diſliked this 


refinement in her dreſs; and, whatever {ſuch a ſacrifice 
might have colt her, ſhe had ſubmitted to it to pleaſe me. 
She introduced me to her ſiſter, who was very pretty; 
but whether it was that prepoſſeſſion had blinded me, or 


that the ſmell of her unctions offended me, I cannot ſay, 


but I did not find in her the ſame attractions as in Nari- 
na, nor did ſhe occaſion the ſmalleſt emotions in my 
breaſt. V | | 

Having reached the dwelling of Haabas, he pointed 
out his wite to me, who had nothing to diſtinguiſh her 


from the others; and I found here, as is often the caſe 
in other places, that the commandant's lady was old and 


ugly enough. This however did not deter me from pre- 
ſeating her, like a polite courtier, with a red handker- 
chief; which ſhe took from me without ceremony, and 
immediately bound about her head. To this preſent I 
allo added a knife, and a piece of Reel for ſtriking fire 


With 


gerd rel eee 


DTT Eee In IL) 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 15 


with a flint; but having a great anxiety to know her 
taſte, and was very glad to lee a ſav age female embar- 
raiſed about the choice of her dreſs „ ihewed her all my 


package of glaſs- ware, entreating her to ſelect what the” 


liked beſt. Upon this occaſion I did not enjoy the ſatis- 


faction which I expected; for ſhe laid her hands, without 


heſitating an inſtant, upon ſome red and white necklaces; 
the other colours, {he ſaid, were too like her ſkin, and would 


produce no effect, and were beſides far from agreeable 


to her taſte. I have always obſerved that the ſavages 


generally ſet very little value upon black or blue, 1 


gave her likewiſe ſome large braſs wire, for two pair of 
bracelets; and I thought that this article ſhe put a high- 
er value upon than any. 

The other women did not ſee theſe preſents without 
envy. They raiſed their hands in ecſtaſy; and in their 
admiration declared, with a loud voice, that the ſponſe 
of Haabas was the luckieſt of w omen, and the moſt mag- 
nificent in jewels that ever had been in all the hordes of 
the Gonaquas. 

I then diſtributed the remainder of the ali beads 
which I had brought with me; and I candidly acknow- 
ledge I manceuvred in ſuch a manner as that the youngeſt 
and prettieſt might have the largeſt ſhare. 

I gave to the men knives, tinder-boxes, and rolls*of 
tobacco. My intention in vititing this horde perſonally 


was, that all the families which compoſed it might ſhare 


in my bounty; and the package 1 5 with me was 
pretty conhderable. 

Haabas having entreated me, in the name * rer 
infirm old men who were not able to go abroad, to fol- 
low him, and pay them a vilit, I readily icquicſced to 
this requeſt, and we entered their huts: they were all at- 
tended by children of eight or ten years of age, entruſted 
with the care of giving them their food, and of rendering 
them all thoſe ſervices which are requilite to the debility 
of years. This reſpectable inſtitution among theſe ſavage 
people, ſtruck me very much, and I fully teſtified my 


approbation of it to my conductor. Though theſe old 


men, for moit part, were contined only by their great 
age, and not by thoſe infirmities which are the uſual at- 
tendants of people in civilized nations, I remarked with 
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no little aſtoniſhment that their hair was not white, and 


that at the extremities it ſcarcely began to turn grey. 


I was next conducted to a lrut entirely ſet a part from 


che reſt, which contained a horrid ſpetacle—a miſerable 
wretch covered with ulcers from head to foot. Having 

ſtooped in order to enter, the infectious ſmell that pro- 
ceeded from the hut made me ſtart back with horror. 
This poor creature had lain here for more than a year, 
without any one daring to approach him; ſo much were 
they in fear of being infected by this diſorder, which was 


_ accounted contagious : his wile indeed, and two of his 


children, had died about two months . His food 


Was thrown to him at the entrance of his habitation, or 


rather tomb; for to me he ſeemed to be no longer a 


living being. His fituation, which was truly deplorable, 


incited my pity ; for he had remained long ſtretched dt 
amidit his own filth and ordure: and I was extremely 


ſorry that I could not by ſome efficacious remedy admi- 


niſter relief to him. 
I remembered in vain that at Surinam we gathered our- 
ſelves the balm of Copahu, and that of Racaflir, which 


J am confident is the Tolu of the apothecaries thops ; 


and that with this aſſiſtance alone we eaſily cured our 
Negroes. But this was to no purpoſe here: Africa did 
not produce any of theſe ſalutary plants; or at leaſt, if 
it did, I knew not where to go in ſearch of them. Hows- 


ever I thought of a method which, if it ſhould not cure 


his evils, would at leaſt ſuſpend them for a little. 
I therefore began by telling theſe ſavages to be perfect- 


Ty eaſy: alluring them that the diſorder was not infecti- 


ous, and that it could not be communicated by coming 
into immediate contact with the diſeaſed perſon, far 


leſs by the air that ſurrounded him. To perſuade them 


the more to believe me, I confidently told them that 
I was acquainted with the diſeaſe: for without this 
precaution the plan I had formed to relieve him would 
have been in the greateſt danger of miſcarrying ; as an 
invincible prejudice made them all tear an epidemical dil 


5 temper. 


I told them, then, that it would he proper to anoint 
the whole body of the patient with the fat of mutton 
melted ; that this harmleſs remedy would reſtore to his 
| parched 
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parched {kin a little of its ſuppleneſs, and would at leaſt 
enable him to move his limbs with eaſe. I likewiſe or- 
dered ſeveral mats to be given him, begging him to en- 
deavour to draw them under him; and, weak as he was, 


he ſucceeded according to my with, I next propoſed 


that a new hut ſhould be erected for him, and that he 
ſhould be removed thither. This advice was received 
with acclamations by all preſent ; and, that their benevo- 
lent ardour might not have time to cool, both my people 
and I, put our hands to the work: and the hut was 
{00n Sail ſhed, and in a condition to receive the ſick man. 

I always thought that this man had been attacked by 

hat deſtructive ſcourge which poiſons the ſources of life, 
5. deſtroys pleaſure by pleaſure itſelf. Though firan- 
gers to this ſcourge, as well as to the Hott entots of the 


Cape, who know it well, I imagined it might have been 


by degrees conveyed to the Gonaquas, by palling irom one 
to another. A journey, or ſome fatal connection, had un- 
doubtedly been the cauſe of this poor wretch's misfortune, 

The hut being ready, he was carried out, extended u- 
pon mats, He was then conveyed to a place near his 
new habitation, and the old one was.deſtroyed z whilſt I 
was looked on as a bencticent god by theſe good ſavages, 


With what anxiety did they follow the unfortunate pati- 


ent, with their eyes fixed ſometimes upon me, and ſome- 
times upon the miſerable wretch of whoſe cure they had 
already conceived great hopes! for that powerful balm 
of the heart beamed on all their countenances, and doub- 
led their tender compaſiion. With what eagerneſs did J 
ſee them all flock round me, and pity the ſuſlerings of 
their brother! and the women, above all, implore ſucceſs 
to my {kill, that J might g give ſome relaxation to his pu- 
niſnment, if poſſible, and reſtore him to life! 

He was now WIA like a ſkeleton, covered with à 
ſhrivelled and dry ſkin, through which ſome parts of his 


bones, in the legs, arms, ſides, and reins appeared; all 


his joints were monſtr oully twelled ; and the worms, by 
anticipation, were devouring him all over. 

He was carried into his tent after the friction J had or- 
dered. I then recommended him to the care and atten- 
tion of the whole horde; and begged that they would give 
him nothing but milk to feed on. 

D 3 I 


In SI 


* 42 


7 £2 : 
' 


= * 


Ae A 


PP. pan een 2 Lab ap 


n 


1 


—— 
* 
1 


CE EN 


1 


Rk 

— £2 

IT: — - 3 
a ON — N — 


3 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


I doubt much whether this aſſiſtance was ſufficient to 


relieve bim: unfortunately my {kill extended no farther 
and, being fully perſuaded that his death was inevitable, 


I thought that to haſten it would be the greateſt ſervice 


that could be done to him. If I have lengthened his 


miſerable cxiſtence for a few days, his cruelleſt enemy 
could not have done more. | 
On my return to the habitation of Haabas, his wife 


preſented me with ſome milk to reſreſh me; and I found 


that a {ſheep had been killed for the entertainment of me 
and my people. 

A few ſteaks I ordered to be broiled on ſome coals be- 
fore the hut; but the recollection of the horrid ſpectacle 
which I had ſeen, ſo haunted my imagination, that it 


quite deprived me of my appetite. Fearing however 


that theſe ſavages might imagine that their food ditguſt- 


ed me, which would have mortified them cruelly, I for- 
ced myſelf to eat a little. From the place where I fat, 


through the circle that ſurrounded me, I faw my people, 
who were leſs delicate than their maſter, regaling them- 
ſelves on pieces which had been dilcributed among them, 


and amuiing themſelves as if they had been at a wedding. 


When the repaſt was finiſhed, we hardly had time to 
return before night. Taking leave therefore of my good 
neighbours, after many times repeating tale, I mounted 
my horſe. I was followed by almoſt the whole of the 
horde: but my time becoming every moment ſhorter, I 


made uſe of wy ſpurs; and in leis than an hour Klaas 


and I reached our camp. The reſt of my people arrived 
much later; for about twenty of the Gonaquas, both 
men and women, led by curioſity, had accompanied 
them. Upon any other occaſion this viſit might have 
diſpleaſed me; but at this time I had plenty of proviſi- 
ons, and twenty mouths more could not be burthenſome 
in any manner. . 5 

The reader will, no doubt, expect to find the beautiful 
Narina among the number of thoſe who paid me this un- 
expected viſit. She was indeed; and, though it may ſeem 


jurpriſing, ſhe concealed herſelf ſo well that I did not find 


out till next morning that ſhe had arrived the night be- 
fore. The whole of the night was ſpent in dancing and 
_ linging; 
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finging ; but, as I was unwilling to deprive any one of a 
ſhare in this party of pleaſure which had been formed by 


chance alone, I did not attempt to interrupt them. 

One. of the ſureſt means of maintaining that ſuperiori- 
ty over ſavages which the preſumptuous European haugh- 
tily aſſumes, is not, as is generally thought, to intimidate 
them, and to employ threats and terror. This ridicu- 
lous plan muſt have been invented only by a raſh fool, 


or a cowardly commander at the head of a large army, 


who took advantage of his force to impoſe deſpotic and 
ſevere laws. An inſtance to be met with in ſome late 
voyages, is an evident proof that it is not by impetuolity, 
and the drawn ſword, that mankind are to be civilized, 
The tragical end of a late enterpriſing navigator ought 
ever to be a ſtriking leſſon to thoſe who may adopt the 
ſame maxims*. I am ſatisfied that one ſhould never 
venture to aſk from people in a ſtate of nature, what 
would coſt them too great a ſacrifice to give; that it is 
prudent to loſe a little with a view to gain more ; that it 
is only by complacency that one can inſinuate himſelf in. 


to their favour; and that the principal method of ſuc- 


ceeding with them 1s firſt to gain their love. Entertain- 
ing ſuch principles, it may eaſily be ſuppoſed that I do 


not believe in eaters of men; and that there is no country 


fo deſert, or ſo little known, into which I would not pe- 


netrate without fear or apprehenſion, Suſpicion is the 
principal cauſe of the barbarity of ſavages, if we can ſo 
call the great care which they employ to remove from 


us, and even to deſtroy every thing that appears likely 
to endanger our ſafety or interrupt our repoſe. 


Unable to ſleep during the whole night, I aroſe at 


break of day : but what was my ſurpriſe when I ſaw Na- 


rina? She appeared to have a more embarraſſed air, and 


a more baſhful look, than uſual; and it was only then, 
as I have already ſaid, that the acknowledged the had ar- 
rived the preceding evening. I reproached her in the 


ſevereit terms ſor having thus concealed herſelf from me, 
and I entreated her to tell me the reaſon ; but, notwith- 


ſtanding all I could ſay, ſhe gave me no poſitive anſwer. 
Her ſilence with regard to this was carried even to obſtina- 
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too high, ſhe became more timid in proportion as ſhe 
caeſſed the ſuſpicions that I appeared to entertain on her 
account: this reſerve made me love her more. The cot- 
fee being ready, I gave her a part of my breakfaſt. 

| _ day alſo was wholly ſpent in da ancing and merri- 
ment; but next morning the whole horde, attracted by 
curio! ley arrived at my camp. Some were coming, and 
others departing; ſo that they croſſed each other in all 
parts on the way. T 105 ſpectacle to me had the appear- 
ance of the mov ing picture of a village feſtival, and I re- 
ceived them all with the ſame cordiality. I enquired af- 
ter my poor patient, and received an apſwer which plea- 
ſed me much. They told me that he never ſpoke of me 
but with tears of gratitude ;z that he contim ved to ſuffer 
very much; but that there had been a great change in 


enjoyed at leaſt the conſolation of { jecing his companions, 
and of diſcourſing with them; for, truſting to my advice, 
they no longer feared to enter his hut, or to approac! 
him. Their vilits, by engaging his thoughts, poured over 
his wounds a more ſalutary baim than plants ; ; and made 


ful whether be recovered after the deſperate ſituation in 


better, I think this moral remedy muſt have contributed 
2 good deal towards bis relief. Can there be any fate 


— 


| more cruel than that of ſeeing our friends and neareſt re- 
if lations deſert us, and banithed from ſociety like an aban- 


doned carcaſe, the ſight of which creates horror? Every 
one related theſe particulars after his own manner, ac- 
companied with thanks; which were the more ſincere ac- 
cording as theſe people were more nearly connected with 
my patient, either by the ties of blood or friendthip. 

The proceſſion continued till the afternoon of the ſe- 
cond day, when theſe worthy Gonaquas took leave of my 
camp to return to their horde. I could not help recom- 
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and I cold the m, that the moſt flattering mark of eſteem 
and reſpeſt they could confer upon me, would be the care 
they might take of him. I particularly charged Narina 


l 


cy. At length, as it F afraid that ſhe had raiſed her hopes 


his fituation by the cleanlineſs I had Procur ed him. He 


kim in ſome degree forget his misfortunes. I am doubt- 


which I ſaw him; but if it was poſſible for him to get | 


mending my patient to them in the molt earneſt manner; 


to carry "him, i in my name, a a {mall proviſion of tobacco; 
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I then gave a few more preſents to this young ſavage, 


and permitted her to depart. 

I had been very little in the company of this girl ; but 
the attachment I had conceived for her was ſo natural 
and ſimple, I was ſo much accuſtomed to her manners, 


and I found her diſpolition and mine ſo much alike, that 


I could hardly perſuade myſelf that our acquaintance 
was of ſo ſhort a date, and that it was ſo ſoon to termi- 
nate. I thought I muſt admire her for the laſt time 
but other cares and other views. 7 


It is time to notice that the women of this country had 


not behaved in the ſame manner, with my people, as thoſe 


of the river Gamtoos : they ſhewed the greatelt reſerve; 
and when the men went away, not one of them remained 


behind. | | | 
I own that the viſits of theſe people, who came in great 


bodies too frequently, and remained too long, began at 
length to diſpleaſe me; for I was afraid, and not without 


good reaſon, that ſome diſturbance might ariſe around 


me, or that my people would acquire a taſte for diſſipa- 


tion. They had already begun to fail in their duty; 
hunting appeared to engage leſs of their attention than 


formerly; and almoſt every moment of their time was 


ſpent in dancing. The people who had the care of keep- 
ing and feeding my cattle, ſeemed to perform this duty 
with reluctance, and ſuffered them to ſtray wherever they 
pleaſed ; while others abſented themſelves during the 


night, and returned only in the morning to ſleep. I. 


thought, however, that it would be moſt prudent for me 
to wink at theſe petty abuſes, and to bring them all gradual- 
ly back to their duty. The heat now began to grow inſup- 
portable; the ſun, having paſſed the equator, darted his 
rays perpendicularly upon us, and ſcorched us fo much 
that it would have been dangerous to expoſe ourſelves in 
the heat of the day ; and my tent, during theſe moments, 
was converted into a real ſtove, which I was forced to 


abandon. Theſe were ſufficient motives to induce me to 


tranſport my penates to a place more ſhaded, under ſome 


thick grove; but I remembered the rendezvous where I 


appointed ro meet the envoys I had ſent to the Caffres. 


It might happen that, not finding me in their return at 


Koks-Kraal, they might ſuppoſe either that ſome unfore- 
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ſeen misfortune had come over me; or that, tired of 
Waiting tor them, I had reſolved to depart, and pur- 
{ue my journey. Such a ſtep would have thrown them - 
into the greateſt embarraſſment; and, for my part, I was 
too much intereſted in the fate of my two friends to de- 
lert them; nor would all the birds of Africa have indu- 
ced me to be guilty of ſo baſe an action. Therefore 1 
determined to continue where I was till they ſhould ar- 
rive; but I reſolved to bring back all my people to their 
former cxerciſes, and I mylelf firlt ſet the example. 
Neither did J fail, according to my uſtal cuſtom, to 
devote a part of every evening to my journal; and 
It was here that I at length began to be acquainted with 
thole differences which diſtinguich one Hottentot from a- 
nother, and particularly the Genaquas from all the other 
hordes I had ſeen before. | 
HFaabas's kraal, about four hundred paces diſtant from 
the river Groot-Vis, was ſituated on the declivity of a 


0 little hill, which extended with an eaſy ſlope to the foot 
1 of a chain of mountains, covered with a foreſt of very 
= large trees; a ſmall rivulet interſected it in the middle, 


and diictarged itſelf into the river. All the huts, about 
forty in number, built upon a ſpace about fix hundred 
Bi fert (aue, formed ſeveral creicents, and were all con- 
nected together dy imail encloſures Þ2longing to each, 
| In theſe, each family, in the day time, {hut up their 
| calves and their lambs, which are not. allowed to follow 
| their mothers ; and which ſuck only in the morning and 
| evening, when the women milk the cows and the the- 
| goats. Beſides theſe, there were three large encloſures 
| well fenced round, which were deitined tor confining, 
only during the night, the whole floeks of the horde. . 

g Their huts, conitrufted like thoſe of the Hottentots in 
| the colonies, were eight or nine feet in diameter, and co- 
| vered with ox or ſheep ſkins, but more generally with 
| mats. They had only one Opening, lov- and narrow; 
and the family kindled their fire in the middle of the hut, 
The thick ſmoke which filled theſe kennels, and which 
| had no other vent but the door, added to the ftench 
| Which they always retain, would have ſtifled any Euro- 
pean who might have had the courage to remain in them 
| two minutes; cuſtom, however, renders all this ſuppor- 
| | table 
| | 
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table to theſe ſavages. Indeed they do not continue in 
them during the day, but on the approach oi night eac] 
returns to his habitation, ſpreads. out his mat, covers it 
with a theep's ſkin, and fleeps as ſoundly upon it as if he 
lay on the ſofteſt down. When the nights are too cold, 
for a cov ering they ofs a ſkin like that upon which I las; 
the Gonaquas als ays procure them by barter: In the 

morning theſe beds are rolled up, and placed in a corner 
of the hut; and, in fine weather, they expoſe them to 
the air and the ſun. They then beat them, one after a- 
nother, to ſhake off, not bugs as in Europe, but inſects, 
and another kind of vermin no leſs troubleſome: to which 
theſe ſavages are rendered very ſubje&t by the exceflive 
heat of the climate, and which, notwithſtanding all their 
care and attention, they are not able to get rid. of, 
When they have no preſling buſineſs to employ them, 
they make ſtrict ſearch for theſe vermin, which they de- 
ſtroy with their teeth: this ſcems to them the readieſt 
and eaſieſt method. | 

Some author, I know not who, has thought proper to 
believe that theſe vermin are a read 2 eſource for tl 
Hottentots, and form part of their novrithment, and per. 
haps even a delicacy. Nothing can be more {ule than 
this ridiculous afſertion : on the contrary, I can ſafely 
aver that they perform this office or 8 with as 
8 diſguſt as our women or ſervant maids perform it 

1th contrary tenfations with regard to our children, 

0 have before advanced that in their dreſs the Gonaqua 
women aſſume an air of elegance unknown to the Hot- 
tentots of the colonies. Their garments, however, do 
not differ in th-ir ſhape, except that the former wear 
them larger; and that the apron of modeſty, which they 

call neuypkrc!, ” 15 wider, and deſcends almoſt to the 

knees. But it is in ornaments, I might rather fay the 


embroidery laviſhed on their dreſſes, that the riches and 


magnificence upon which they pique themſelves conſiſt, 
It is, above all, in the arrangement of the apron: that 
they ſhew their art and taſte. The deſign, the diſtribu- 
ion of the compartments, and the mixture of the colours 
are all particularly attended to. The more their veſt⸗ 
ments are loaded with beads, the more they are valued 
and they even ornament their bonnets with them. T heſe 


bonnets, 
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bonnets, if poſſible, are made of the ſkin of the zebra; 
becauſe, being white, and interſected by brown or black 
ſtripes, gives a kind of relief to their phyſiognomy; and, 
as they themſelves expreſs it, adds ſomething more enti- 
cing to their charms. Beſides this, they are more or leſs 
ſumptuous according to the beads and glaſs ornaments 
which they poſſeſs, and with which they encumber their 
bodies. They make tiſſues alſo, with which they orna- 
ment their legs, like half-boots. Thoſe who cannot get 
at this degree of magniticence, confine themſelves, eſpe- 
cially for the legs, to adorn them with the ſame reeds as 
thoſe of which they make their mats, or with ox-hide cut 
into thongs, and beat by a mallet into a round form. It 
is this cuttom which has led ſeveral traveliers, copying 
their accounts from one another, to ſay that theſe people 
ſurround their arms and legs with the inteſtines of ani- 
mals torn from their bodies as foon as they are killed ; 
and that they devour theſe ornaments in proportion as 
they become putrid—a groſs error, which deſerves to be 
buried in oblivion with the works by which it has been 
propagated. It has perhaps ſometimes happened, that a 
Hottentot, preſſed by hunger, may have employed this 


reſource as the only way of preſerving his exiſtence, and 


devoured both his thongs and his ſandals; but, becauſe 


civilized people have been forced, by the horrors of a 


ſiege, to contend for the vileſt food, muſt we conclude 
that uncivilized nations ect rags and naſtineſs ? 

At firſt, theſe thongs of leather and reeds which the 
Hottentots put round their legs were indiſpenſbly neceſ- 
ſary for preſerving them from the pricking of briars and 
thorns, and the biting of ſerpents, which abound i in theſe 
regions of Africa; but luxury transforms the moſt uſeful 
inventions into abuſes. Inſtead of thoſe pieces cf ſkin 
which were ſo ſerviceable, the women have ſubſtituted 
beads, which, by reaſon of their fragility, are not of long 
duration. Thus, among ſavages, as among the moſt en- 
lizhtened nations, the wiſeſt Sad the beſt combined in- 
Ritutions are at length perverted and corrupted, The 
luxury of the Hottentots, however ill underſtood it may 
appear, ſufficiently proves that vanity belongs and is ex- 
tended to all climates ; and that, in ſpite even of nature, 


conſtantly 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 25 


conſtantly ſeeing the Hottentots, never reconciled me to 
their practice of painting their bodies in a thouſand differ- 
ent ways. It always appeared hideous and diſguſting; 5 
nor do I know what charms they pretend to receive from 
this daubing, which is not only ridiculous, but even fetid, 
I have here given the figure of a Holtentot lady in all the 
luxury of her attire; the reader may be aſſured that in 
this portrait there is nothing exaggerated or overcharged, 
They thew the greateſt fondneſs for red and black co- 
lours. The firſt is compoſed of a kind of ochry earth, 
which is to be met with in ſeveral places of the country, 
and which they mix and dilute with greaſe: this earth 
reſembles brick-duſt very much, or tiles reduced to pow- 
der. Their black is nothing more than ſoot, or the char- 
coal of tender wood. Some women indeed are content= 
ed with painting only the prominence of the cheeks ; 
but in common they daub their whole body over, in 
compartments varied with a certain degree of ſymmetry: 


and this part of their dreſs requires no ſmall portion of 


time. 

Theſe two colours fo much elected by the Hotten- 
tots, are always perfumed with the powder of the boug- 
hou, which to an European has no very agreeable ſmell. 
A Hottentot, would perhaps, find our odours and eſſen- 


ces no leſs inſupportable ; but the boughou has over our 


rouge and paſtes the advantage of not being pernicious 
to the {kin, of not attacking and injuring the lungs ; and 


the female Hottentot, who is ind with neither 


amber, muſk, nor benjamin, never knows what it is to 


be oppreſſed by vapours, ſpaſms, and the head- ache. 


The men never paint their faces; but I have frequent- 
ly ſeen them uſe a preparation made of both colours mix- 
ed, to paint the upper lip as far as the noſtrils; by which 
they enjoyed the advantage of conſtantly inh aling the 0- 
dour of the ſubſtance employed for this purpoſe. Young 
girls ſometimes, to favour their lovers ſo far, apply this 
paint for them under the noſe; and in this point they 
thew a kind of coquetry which has a very powerful influ- 
ence over the heart of a Hottentot novice. The reader, 
muſt not however, infer, from what I have ſaid, that the 
Hottentot women pay ſo much attention to dreſs as to 


negle & thoſe daily and uſeful occupations, to which na- 


ture 
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ture and their uſages call them. I never heard them 
ſpeak of it but on certain feſtivals which happen very ſel- 
dom. Separated from Europe by an immenlity of ſea, 
and from the Dutch colonies by deſert mountains and 
impaſſable rocks, too much communication with theſe peo- 
ple has not yet led them to the exceſſes of our depravati- 
on: on the contrary, when they have the happineſs of 


being mothers, Nature addreſſes them in another lan- 
guage; they aſſume, more than in any other country, a 


ſpirit ſuitable to their ſtate, and readily give themſelves 


up to thoſe cares which the imperiouſly requires from 


them. Whenever a child is born, it never quits the back 
of its mothef ; ſhe there fixes her dear burden by means 


of an apron, which keeps it cloſe to her body; and ano- 


ther tied with thongs under the infant's thighs, ſupports 
it, and prevents it from ſhipping down. This ſecond a- 
pron, like the firſt, formed of the {kin of ſome wild ani- 
mal, is commonly ornamented with beads; and this is 
All that ſettles the furniture of the new-born infant. Whe- 
ther the mother goes to her labour or to a ball, and even 
although the dance, ſhe never leaves her child for a mo- 
ment. There is nothing of the infant ſeen but the head, 
and it never cries or iquawls except when it has occaſion 
to ſuck. The mother then turns it and draws it to one 
fide ; nor is it requiſite for her to untie it, except when 
| ſhe is advanced in years, or has had ſeveral children. 
Without diſplacing the one ſhe carries, ſhe puts her breaſt 
to it under her arm, or throws it over her ſhoulder; 
the child, ſatisfied, then ceaſes crying; and the nurſe 
continues her dance. : | 
When the mother thinks that it is able to-crawl and 
to aſſiſt itſelf, ſhe places it on the ground before her hut; 
and by force of creeping it learns the ule of its limbs, 
and from day to day tries to ſtand upright: one attempt 
leads to a ſecond; it becomes bold, and ſoon acquires 
ſufficient ſtrength to run and to follow its mother. This 
method, ſo ſimple and natural, is in my opinion much 
better than our leading-ſtrings, which cruſh and confine 


the breaſt. The diſproportion between the ſtrength of 
their legs and the weight of their bodies, which forces 


our children to hang upon theſe too officious ſupporters, 
frequently 
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frequently lames them, at leaſt ruins their health and 
disfigures them during the remainder of their days. 
I did not, either in Africa or America, meet with a 


lame or deformed perſon among the ſavages: to find 


theſe one muſt travel in Europe. 

The care taken by their mothers to rub their bodies 
with mutton greaſe, is what contributes to give the chil- 
dren of ſavages that agility and ſtrength by which they 
are diſtinguiſhed. The men themſelves think it neceſſa- 
ry to uſe this precaution, which reſtores to the ſkin that 
pliableneſs which the impetuoſity of the winds and the 
heat of the ſun take from it. 

The Hottentots, leſs favoured by the productions of 


the African climates than the Caribs are by thoſe of A- 


merica, do not, like the latter, enjoy the benefit of the 
rocou, Which renders them a very eſſential ſervice. It is 
well known that this tree bears a kind of fruit or pod 


which divides itſelf into two parts, and ſheds about ſixty 


grains, the pellicle of which 1s oily, and of a reddiſh co- 
lour. The Indian, who always goes naked, never ne- 
glects to rub himſelf with theſe every morning from head 
to foot; and by means of this unction he preſerves him- 
ſelf from ſun ſtrokes, and from being ſtung by moſqui- 
toes, and checks en commonly too copious be- 
tween the tropics. | 

When a Hottentot woman 1s about to lie ! in, be is vi- 
ſited by an old woman of the horde, who waits on her 
while in labour, and her delivery is always eaſy. The 
Symphyſis and Cæſarian operation are unknown among 
theſe ſavages. They hold no conſultations, nor do they 
debate whether they ſhall ſave the child at the expence of 
the mother's life; and ſhould it happen, but this is very 
rare, that the life of both could not be preſerved, a hor- 
rid diſtinction would certainly not order the mother to be 
aſſaſſinated, and the child would not be ſpared. 
T aſked of the Hottentots themſelves whether it was 
true that a mother who brings forth twins immediately 
deſtroys one of them. This crime againſt nature is in- 
deed very rare, and theſe people revolt at the idea of it; 


but it has its ſource, however incredible it may appear, 
in the tendereſt love. It is a fear of not being able to 


nouriſh two children, or of ſeeing them both periſh, that 
Cz has 
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has led ſome mothers to ſacrifice one of them. Beſides, 
the Gonaquas are exempt from this reproach ; and ] per- 
ceived that my queſtion diſpleaſed them. But how 
dare we reproach theſe ſavages for uſing this, precaution, 


for which I have given at leaſt a plauſible motive, whillt 


in the heart of the moit enlightened nations, notwithſtand- 
mg the number of hoſpitals opened by benevolence, we 
every day ſee mothers ſo unnatural as to expoſe with their 


own hands, and to leave in the ſtreets, the innocent kelp- 


leſs fruits of their womb ? 

Would it not therefore be an unjuſt calumny againſt 
theſe people, to give as a conſtant practice a few barba- 
Tous actions which they condemn, and which they belie 


ſo well by their conduct. In more hordes than one I 


have met mothers who ſuckled twins, and who did not 
appear to be in the leaſt embarraſſed with them, 

Travellers, however, have not heſitated to affirm that 
this barbarous practice exiſts ; and what Dr Sparrman re- 
lates in his Voyage to the Cape“, as to the fate of 
children at the breaſt who loſe their mothers, 1s equal- 
ly without foundation. 

«© Another cuſtom, no leſs komd, ” ſays he, «which 
has not been hitherto remarked by any one, but which 


<« I have been fully afſured exiſts amongſt the Hottentots, 


wis that, if a mother happens to die, the child at her 
„ breaſt is interred alive with her. This very year, in 
the place where I was, the following circumſtance hap- 
„ pened :—A Hottentot woman having died on the farm 
6 of an epidemical diſtemper, the reſt of the Hottentots, 


„Who thought that they were not in a condition to edu- 


& cate the female child which ſhe had left, or who were 


% unwilling to take the burden of it, had wrapped It up, 


6 {till alive, in a ſheep's ikin, in order to inter it with 
e the deceaſed mother; but ſome farmers in the neigh- 
ce bourhood prevented them from accompliſhing their 
„ deſign. My landlady, who was already advanced in 
« years, told me that ſhe herſelf, about ſixteen or ſeven- 


A teen years before, found in the quarter of Swellendam 


% Hottentot child wrapped up in ſkins, tied faſt to a 


e tree, near the place where its mother had been recently 


„ interred. Enough of life was | fill remaining in this 


- & child 
Vol. ii. p. 13. 
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te child to be ſaved, and it was carried away by Mrs 


% Kock's relations; but it died at the age of eight or 
& nine. It reſults from this in{tance, and from ſeveral 
& Others which I learned from the planters,“ &c. 

From the words of this botamit, we mult conclude 
that he ſaw nothing of what he relates, ſince he acknow- 
ledges, as he does throughout his whole work, that he re- 
ceived his intelligence from the planters. He mult have 
been too much in their company not to know how far one 


can depend on their memories or their judgment; and 


O 


for this reaſon he might have ſaved us the trouble of 
reading a great many fables which ought to have been 


exploded. It is not by hearſay that we are to judge of 
people, or to make compariſons with others. In the 


molt faithful and juſt relation how many circumſtances 


eſcape us which would throw light upon facts, always ill 


underſtood when one has not been an eye-witneſs! Was 


not the epidemical diſtemper, of which he ſays the firft 
mother died, a ſufficient reaſon to alarm the Hottentots, 


and to Mule them remove both from the dead body and 
the child, through a fear of being infected; which, con- 
ſidering en prejudice, is a ſufficient motive to es 


them to abandon every thing in an initant, even their 
flocks, which are their only riches? With reſpect to the 
ſecond child, found in the canton of Swellendam, the 
caſe probably might have been the ſame; and until a 
reaſonable cauſe is aſſigned for this barbarity, I ſhall vin- 
dicate the character of the mildeſt and moſt affectionate 
people that I know. In thort, ſuch ridiculous tales with 
regard to theſe ſavages would have been long ſince for- 


© 
gotten with the hiſtory of witches and apparitions, were 


there not old women to repeat them, and children to read 


them. 


It would ſeem that ſome people take a pleaſure in de- 


crying unpoliſhed nations all over the globe, who are 
known to be the molt peaceable and the moſt patient; 


whilſt, filled with eſteem and reſpect for the eaſtern na- 
tions, the Chineſe for inſtance, they paſs ſlightly over a 


cuſtom, which prevails among mothers at Pekin, of ex- 
poſing in the ſtreets, during night, all the children which 
they want to get quit of, that at break of day the carri- 


ages and cattle as they paſs may cruſh them to death, or 
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that they may be devoured by the hogs. Certain travel- 
lers who have viſited Afia tell us that rhe great lords in 
Thibet go on a pilgrimage to Putcla, the refidence of the 


Grand Lama, to get ſome of the excrement of this ſove- 
reign high prieſt; and that they carry it about their necks 
in amulets, or ſprinkle it over their food like pepper. 
This filthy ceremony has nothing more diſguſting in 
it than that falſely attributed to the Hottentots in the 


celebration of their marriages ? Maſters of ceremony, 


which they have not—or rather prieits, with whom they 
are ſtill leſs acquainted, are imagined to have the ſuper- 


natural power of drenching from the urinary pailage the 


bride and bridegroom, who, proitrated at the feet of the 
perſon who beſprinkles them, devoutly receive the liquor, 
and rub it carefully over their whole bodies, without 


loſing one drop of it. The author I have already quo- 


ted is much inclined to believe all theſe rhapſodies on the 


bare information of the planters, when he altedges that theſe- 


marriage ceremonies are not without foundation; but that 


_ this practice is no longer in uſe, but in the interior part of 


the kraals, and never in the preſence of the planters. 
Kolben mentions this ceremony in the moſt particular 


manner; nay he has even ſet it before the eyes of his. 


readers in a print, in order to ſtamp a kind of authenti- 
city on it. Some other ignorant authors have followed 


Kolben, and even the writer of the French tranſlation of 
Dr Sparrman; to which he has been pleaſed to add, for 
_ the purpoſe of completing the laſt volume, I know not 


what extract from A New Syſtem of Geography, The fact 
is, I have never read any voyage to Africa in which the 


abſurd dreams of Kolben have not been more or lefs in- 


troduced. This plagiariſm, which diſgraces the writings 
of a reſpectable author, merits no credit. The reveries 
of the fire-ſide traveller who wrote more than eighty years 
ago, are there repeated word for word, not only as to 
the marriage ceremony of the Hottentots, but alſo their 


reception into an order of chivalry, which. cloſes with a 
general immerſion. I have been too tedious with theſe 
details; but it is my duty to mention faithfully what I. 


faw, and the concluſions which I have drawn from it. 


The female Hottentots are ſubject to periodical indiſ- 
politions like the Europeans; and all the circumſtances 
Fs attending 
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attending them are quite the ſame. The wife or daugh- 
ter of a Gonaqua, when ſhe diſcovers her ſituation, in- 
ſtantly leaves the hut of her huſband or parents, retires 
to ſome diſtance from the horde, has no farther correſ- 
pondence with them, erects a kind of habitation for her- 
ſelf, if it be cold, and remains ſhut up there, till being 
purified by bathing, {he is fit to appear again in public. 
As in theſe circumitances the dreſs of thelg ſavages is 
very ill fitted for concealing a woman's fituation, ſhe 
would be ſubjected to ſevere raillery if any perſon ſhould 
notice it; there would be nothing more neceſſary to diſ- 
guilt her intended ſpoule, and this would iſſue in a ſpeedy 
ſeparation. It is conſequently a natural ſhame, founded 
upon a ſenſe of her own imperfection, and a fear of dif- 
pleaſing, that leads a woman to ſeclude herſelf in this 
' way for ſeveral days: and this is one of thoſe habits 
which might have been eaſily miſtaken for a religious 
cuſtom, by people who, having caly obſerved ſuperticial- - 
ly, did not take notice that this conduct, apparently myſ- 
terious, is nothing elle in fact than the reſult of cleanly 
decency. | 
The young women have never any intercourſe with 
men until they are fit for bearing children. They com- 
monly become marriageable about the age of twelve or 
thirteen ; and after that period, ſo ſoon as they find a 
young man to their taſte, they are allowed by their Fa- 
rents to reſide with him. c 
In this country, where all are on a footing by birth, 
if they are males, all ranks are of conſequence equal, or 
rather there is no diſtinction of rank at all. Vanity and 
luxury, which conſume wealth, and produces ſo many 
changes, in other countries, are unknown among theſe 
ſavages ; limited to the mere wants of nature, the means 
by which they ſupply them not being excluſive, they may 
be, and indeed they are, employed by all. All the combi- 
nations of pride for the proſperity of families, and the ac- 
cumulation of perhaps ten fortunes in the ſame ſtrong box, 
occaſion here no intrigues, diſorder, nor crimes. As the 
parents have no cauſe to oppoſe theſe ſentiments of prepoſ- 
ſeſſion which incline a young perſon more towards one ob- 
je& than to another, all marriages are the reſult of a reci- 
procal Aon, and are always attended with happineſs; 


and 
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and as, to continue them, they are bound by no other law 
but love, they have no other reaſon for their diſſolution but 
indifference. Theſe unions, the work of ſimple nature, 
are more permanent chan might be expected amongſt 
theſe ſhepherds; and their love for their children makes 
each party daily more neceflary to the other. 
Thus all the formality of their marriages lies in a ſim- 
ple but ſincere engagement to live together as long as 
they find it agreeable. When two young folks enter in- 
to this engagement, they become immediately man and 
wife; and this connection is certainly not ſolemnized by 
thoſe fooliſh and filthy aſperſions which I have mentioned. 
A few ſheep, and at times an ox, are ſlain to celebrate 
this little feſtival : the parents give the young couple a 
few cattle ; and the latter build a hut, and take poſſeſſion 
of it the ſame day, to reſide there together while love 
preſerves harmony between them : for, as I have men- 
tioned, if any difference ariſes in the family which cannot 
be reconciled but by a ſeparation, it ſoon follews. They 
part with one another; and each ſeeking out a happier 
ſituation elſewhere, is perfectly free to marry again. 
Eſtabliſhed order requires that their effects which are 
common {ſhould be divided in a friendly manner: but if 
it happens that the huſband, in the ſtation of maſter, pre- 
tends to keep the whole, the wite for that reaſon is never 
without protectors and ſupport ; the family ſtand up in 
her defence, and ſometimes even all the horde. Keen 
diſputation 1s then the conſequence ; which frequently iſ 
ſues in blows, and the ſtronger party give laws to. the 
weaker. _ x. | 
Mothers take with them the young children, eſpecially 
if they are daughters; the boys, if grown up, go with 
the father, and are always of his party. | 
Theſe unhappy accidents, it muſt be acknowledged, 
are very uncommon ; but what no leſs merits obſervation, 
is, that in theſe caſes, as well as in their other diſputes, 
there is no law, and no ſettled cuſtom, by which good 
order can be reſtored. We muſt hold as abſurd what 
Kolben has mentioned about their courts of juſtice, their 
mode of procedure in civil matters, the: ſuperior council 
of the nation, their priſons, their public meetings, and 
in 
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in a word all thoſe regulations which very ill agree with 
the name of ſavage, ſince a people ſo governed would in 
no reſpect differ from us but in colour and climate. 1 
never ſaw nor heard that a quarrel iſſued in murder; 
but if this misfortune ſhould happen, and if the death be 
cauſe of regret, the family, very moderate in their re- 
venge, would be ſatisfied with the law of retribution. 
For ſo horrid a crime all the horde would follow the aſ- 
ſailin, and force him to leave the country, if he eſcaped 
being put to death. 

Polygamy 1s by no means inconſiſtent with the ſenti- 
ments of the Hottentots; but it is far from being gene- 
rally in uſe among them. They are at liberty te take as 
many wives as they incline ; that is to ſay, according to 
their conſtitution ; and this ann reduces the num» 
ber to one. 

But it is never ſeen, that one woman lives W two 
men; and the wiſdom of nature, deſirous that a father 
might be able to acknowledge his children, impreſſed on 
the mind of the Gonaquas an inſuperable batred of this 
infamous proſtitution. It hurts theſe people ſo much, 
that a buſband, knowing the moſt trifling act of infideli- 
ty in his way, may immediately kill her, without running 
the hazard of puniſhment. . 

This obſervation may be eaſily judged is liable to ſome 
exceptions z and the reader will recollect with what free- 
dom the firſt free Hottentots I met with mixed among 
mine: but, as they were nearer the colony, example is a 
very powerful ſeducer; and I even acknowledge that it 
would be hard, among theſe ſavages, for the conjugal 
tie to reſiſt the ſolicitations and courting of an European. 
A woman among the Hottentots, honuured by being o- 
vercome, conſiders her huſband afterwards with a fort of 
| baughtineſfs, and leaves him with contempt. The latter, 
on his part, is ſoon comforted, and allows himſelf to be 
ealily appeaſed by trifling preſents : but even this re- 
ſource is of no uſe; and, as I have already mentioned, 
m conſequence of the corruption of their original habits, 
they are much leſs ſuſceptible of jealouſy, and are far 
from being ſenſible of its madneſs. 

The Gonaqua men pay much leſs attention to dreſi | 

than the women do. It has been obſerved that in "ep 
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they wear their kroſs with the woolly ſide next them, 
and that they turn it in hot weather. This indeed is 
poſlible, and a matter very indifferent in itſelf; but it 
does not however prevent their having one in ſummer 
quite free from wool, the preparation of which occaſions 


a great deal of trouble. I have obſerved that the Gona- 


quas are taller than the Hottentots of the colonies, and 
that their kroſſes are made of calves ſkins. One of theſe 
ſkins is rarely ſufficient ; and they commonly make it 
larger by adding to each fide a piece which they ſtitch 


to it with thread made of inteſtines. This ſewing is done 


in the ſame way as that of ſhoemakers ; and, to bore the 
holes, theſe ſavages uſe an iron aw], when they can get 
it ; but, when they cannot, they have one made of bone: 


thoſe made of the leg bone of an oſtrich, which is the 


hardeſt bone they have, are thoſe upon which they place 
the higheſt value. There are two ways of freeing a kroſs 
from hair : when the animal has been newly killed, and 


when the ſkin is yet freſh, they only wrap it up with 
the hair inwards, and leave it in this ſtate for two days, 
which are ſufficient to occaſion a fermentation, When 


this begins, they pull off the hair, which in a manner 
drops of itſelf ; and then, by rubbing, give the ſkin a 
kind of preparation. It is afterwards left for a complete 
day quite covered with leaves of the Hottentot fig-tree, 


well ſoaked and pounded; and when this is finiſhed, the 


fibres, and all the fleſhy parts that can be obſerved, are 
{craped away; till at length, by means of rubbing it 
with mutton greaſe, the kroſs gets all the ſoftneſs and 
flexibility of woven cloth. It may be readily obſerved 
that this proceſs differs very little from that which furri- 
ers and tanners in Europe uſe ; but, with whatever {kill 


the Hottentots may prepare their furs and ſkins, they 
will never equal ours until they have paſſed through the 


hands of the perfumer. 
If the ſkin is dry, and, whether it has been formerly 


uſed or not, it retains 1 80 hair; and if a Hottentot, for 


want of another, wiſhes to employ it as a kroſs for ſnm- 


mer, this labour needs more care, and it becomes much 


more tedious and particular. With the rib bone of a 


| ſheep he makes a kind of chiſel, which muſt be made as 


ſharp as they can; and this inftrument, which anſwers 
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to detach the hair, muſt be managed with great care. 
It is not enough to ſhave the hair, it is likewiſe neceſſary 
that it ſhould be pulled out by the roots; and that it bring 
the epidermis along with it, without hurting the texture of 
the ſkin. This work of patience needs extraordinary {kill 
and a great deal of time. A Gonaqua, I again aver, 

has no other clothes but his kroſs and his jackal ; and he 
always goes bareheaded, except when the weather is cold 
or rainy: in theſe caſes, he has a cap made of leather, 
He wears a few glaſs beads, or ties a plume of feathers 
to his hair as ornaments. I have ſeen ſome who uſed, 
inſtead of this decoration, little pieces of leather cut in- 
to different ſhapes ; and others, when they kill little birds, 


blow up their bladder, and faſten it like a tuft upon their 


foreheads. | | 

The Gonaquas commonly wear ſandals, which they 
faſten with leather thongs : they embelliſh their legs and 
arms alſo, though not quite ſo protulely as the women, 
their legs and arms with 1vory bracelets, the whiteneſs of 
which pleaſes them; but they do not afix ſo great value 
on them as thoſe made of large braſs wire. They are ſo 
careful of the latter, and clean them ſo frequently, that 
they turn exceeding brilliant, and keep a moit beautiful 
poliſh. | N | | 

They are very fond of hunting; and in this they diſ- 
play great dexterity. They not only uſe gins and ſnares, 
which they place in convenient places to catch large ani- 
mals, they lie in ambuſh for them likewiſe, attack them 


as ſoon as they ſee them, and kill them with their poiſon- 
ed arrows, or their aſſagays. When an animal is wound- 


ed by the arrows, it inſtantly feels the effects of the poi- 
ſon, which coagulates its blood; and it frequently hap- 


pens that an elephant, wounded in this way, falls at the 
diſtance of twenty or thirty leagues from the place where 
it got the deadly blow. As ſoon as an animal dies, they 
only cut away all the fleſh near the wound, which they 


conſider as dangerous; but the reſt gets no injury from 
the force of the poiſon. I have often eaten the fleſh of 
animals killed in this way, without feeling the ſlighteſt 
inconvenience; but I muſt confeſs that T would not run 
the ſame riſque with animals which have retained the 
poiſon in their bodies for a conſiderable time. 


At 
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At firſt fight of their arrows, one would not imagine 
them to be ſuch deſtructive weapons as they are. They 
will neither fly ſo far, nor are they ſo long, as thoſe 
which the Caribs uſe in America; but even their ſmall 
fize renders them ſo much the more dangerous, as it is 
not poſſible to perceive and follow them with the eye, 
and conſequently to ſhun them. The molt trivial wound 
which they inflit is always mortal, if the poiſon gets to 
the blood, and if the fleth be torn. The moſt certain re- 
medy is to amputate the wounded part, if it be a limb; 
but if the wound be in the body, certain death follows. 
Their arrows are made of reeds, and very curiguſly 
made. They are not more than eighteen inches, or at 
moſt two feet long; whereas thoſe of the Caribs are ſix 
feet. By rounding a ſmall bone three or four inches 
long, and leſs in diameter than the reed, theſe Hotten- 


| tots drive it into one of the ends of the arrow, but with- 


out faſtening it; on this account, when the arrow pene- 
trates into any body, the rod may be extracted, but the 
bone continues in the wound; becauſe it is armed with 
a little iron hook, faitened to one of its ſides in ſuch a 
particular manner, that by its reſiſtance, and the new 
rents it makes in the fleſh, it renders abortive all thoſe 
means which art can deviſe to extract it. This bone alſo 
is dipped in a poiſon which has the confiltence of maſtich; 
and they often add to its point a little triangular piece of 
Iron well ſharpened, by which the weapon becomes (C1 
more terrible. 

Every horde has a peculiar mode of mixing up their 
Poiſons, according to the various milky plants which 
grow in their neighbourhood, the dangerous juice of 
Which they extract. They get ſome likewife from parti- 
cular kinds of ſerpents; and theſe, for their activity, are 
thoſe which are moſt in requeſt by theſe ſavages, and 
which they prefer to every other kind, eſpecially in their 
expeditions and battles. It is impoſſible to gain any cer- 
tain information from them as to their manner of prepa- 
ring that poiſon which they extract from the bodies of ſer- 
pents: it is a ſecret which they to carefully hide, that all 
I can advance about it is, that it operates very quickly; 
and I often had opportunity to make experiments with it, 
am however led to think that, this poiſon loſes much 


of 


fl page 


— OO OW — . TY ... — — — — ARA cEIO IL 6 4. 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 37 


of its ſtrength by age, although the trial made of it in 
the king's garden at Paris appeared otherwiſe, the ſuc-" 
ceſs of which may be proved. But theſe poiſons, as I 
have already mentioned, are not like one another : that 
which Mr Condamine brought with him, on his return 
from Peru, does not fix a law for all Africa. Beſides, 
it is an experiment which might eaſily be repeated before 
men of ſcience; ſince I have in my collection, beſides o- 
ther arms, a quiver filled with the arrows, which I took 
from one of the Boſhmen Hottentots, during an action : 
in which I preſerved my own life at the expence of ta- 5 
: king his. | '$ 

FPheir bows are in proportion to their arrows, and are 5 
not more than two feet and a half long, or at moſt three 
feet: the ſtring is made of inteſtines. 

The aſſagay is in general a very ſlender weapon in the 
hands of a Hottentot ; but, beſides this, by its length 
it is not dangerous, for as it may be ſeen flying in the. 
air, it is eaſily avoided. If the diſtance is more than for- 
ty paces, the perſon who throws it is far from ſure of his 
aim, although the Hottentots can throw it much farther: 
it is only when cloſely engaged that it can be of any ſer- 
94 vice. It has the ſame form as the lances of other coun- 
tries; but as it is intended to be thrown at the enemy, 
or at animals, the wood of thoſe which they uſe in Africa 
is much lizhter and more flender, and continues turning 
gradually thinner to the end oppolite to the iron point. 

The defign of theſe weapons is very little underſtood ; 
for the warrior who uſes them with the greateſt dexterity | 
is the ſooneſt diſarmed at ſame time. The Gonaquas, 
and all the other Hottentots, carry only one; and the 
embarraſſment which they generally occaſion, together 
with the little advantage reaped from them, ſufficiently 
ſhew that they are not their favourite inſtruments of de- 
fence; which may juſtify the concluſion that bows and 
arrows are the natural and proper weapons of a Hotten- 
tot. I have ſeen ſome of them that ſhewed much addreſs 
in throwing the allagay ; but the greater number of them 
are quite unacquainted with it. This is not the caſe 
however with the Caffres, who have no other weapons of 
defence; but of them I ſhall ſpeak afterwards. 
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Theſe are the means for attack or defence uſed by ſome 
of the ſavage nations of Africa. 'They may perhaps oc- 
caſion the indignation of an European, and lead him to 
tax theſe people with barbarity ; but it muſt be kept in 


mind that the Europeans, before they were armed with 


that terrible thunder which in a moment cauſes ſo much 
devaſtation and ruin, had no other arms of defence, but 
thoſe made of ſteel, and knew allo the method of ſending 
a twofold death to their enemy. 

The Hottentots have not the ſmalleſt 1 of the ele- 
ments of agriculture; they neither ſow nor plant, nor do 
they ever reap any crop. All that Kolben has advanced 


about their manner of cultivating the earth, of gathering 


in their corn, and of churning their butter: concerns 
the planters only, and the Hottentots engaged in their 


ſervice. The ſavages drink their milk as nature pro- 


duces it; and if they formed a taſte for agriculture, 
tobacco and the vine tree would no queſtion be the chief 
objects of their care: for {ſmoking and drinking are their 
ruling pleaſures ; aud all, whether old or young, marri- 
ed or unmarried, are much addicted to both of them. 
When they are diſpoſed to give themſelves the trou— 


ble, they prepare an intoxicating liquor, of honey and a 


certain root, which they ferment in a proper quantity of 


water. 'This liquor, which 1s a ſort of hydromel, is not 
their uſual drink, nor do they ever keep a ſtock of it be- 
fide them. Whatever they prepare, they drink off at 


once, and frequently regale themſelves in this way at 


particular times. 


They ſmoke the leaves of a plant which they call dag- 


ha, and not dake, as ſome authors have advanced. T his 
plant is not indigenous ; it is the hemp of Europe. It is 
cultivated by ſome of the planters; and when they have 
dried the leaves, they ſell them to the Hottentots, or ex- 
change them for their oxen. Some of the ſavages pre- 
fer theſe leaves even to tobacco; but rhe greater part of 
them are fond of mixing them together. | 

They do not value European pipes ſo highly as thoſe 
which they fabricate themſelves ; the former they think 


are too ſmall. In making theſe pipes they ute the bam- 


boo reed, baked earth, or a ſoftiſh kind of tone, which 


they cut and ſcoop out to a conſiderable depth, without 


breaking 
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breaking it. They generally make them very large; for 
the more they contain, the more valuable they are. I 


have ſeen ſome, the ſkanks of which had an orifice of 
more than an inch wide. | 


The Gonaquas men do not empley themſelves peculiar- 


ly in any kind of labour, to gratify the whims of others. 
The woman who inclines to lie ſoftly, makes her own 
mats; the want of a dreſs makes them all tailors, and 
the hunter who is anxious to have ſure weapons, depends 
only upon thoſe which he prepares himſelf: in ſhort, a 
lover is the only architect of the hut where he intends to 
conceal the charms of his female companion. 


I muit acknowledge that more intelligence and more 


art may be ſeen among other nations. The only uten- 


ſils that are known in this country are made of a kind 


of earthen ware very brittle, and are almoſt all of the 


ſame ſhape. The Gonaquas ſeldom boil their meat, as 
they prefer it when roaſted or broiled. Their pottery 


is ſued for the purpoſe of melting greaſe, which they af- 


terwards keep in calibaſhes, which are bags made of 
ſheep's ſkins, or in bladders. 


Although they bring up plenty of ſheep and oxen, they 


kill the latter, but ſeldom, except ſome accident happens 
to them, or old age has made them unfit for fervice. 
Their chief food, therefore, is the milk of their ewes and 
cows ; beſides which, they have the produce of their 
hunting excurſions ; and now and then they kill a ſheep. 
In order to fatten their animals they uſe a-proceſs, which, 
though not practiſed in Europe, is no leſs effectual; and, 

has this ſingular advantage, that it needs no care. They 
bruiſe, between two flat ſtones, thoſe parts which we 


take from them by the knife; and when thus bruiſed they 


get in time a vaſt bulk, and become a moſt delicious 

morſel, when they are determined to kill the animal. 
The practice of breeding oxen for war is not uſed in 
this part of Africa. I ſaw no veſtige of it in any of thoſe 
places through which I paſſed. XY is peculiar to the 
Grand Nimiquas ; and I thall mention it when I come to 
ſpeak of theſe people. The oxen which the Hottentots 
bring up are uſed merely tor tranſporting their baggage, 
when they leave one place in order to eſtabliſh themſelves 
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in another; the remainder are uſed for N them 
neceſſaries by exchange. 

The oxen which they mean for carrying burdens muſt 
be broke and trained very early to this labour ; ; Other- 
wile they would become quite untractable. For this rea- 
fon, when the animal is (till young, they pierce the car- 
tilage which parts the noſtrils, and thruſt through the 
hole a bit of flick ahout eight or ten inches long, and 
nearly an inch in diameter. To faſten this ſtick, and to 
prevent it from dropping off, they ſecure it with a lea- 
thern thong, which is fixed to both its ends. This curb, 
which anſwers to ſtop and reſtrain the animal, is left in 
this polition as long as it continues in life. When the 
ox has got to its full ſtrength, or nearly ſo, they begin 
by accu ltoming it to endure a leathern girth, which they 
falten cloſer from time to time, without hurting it; and 
they carry this to ſuch a length, that any other animal 
with which the ſame precautions might not be uſed, would 
be ſuffocated by it, and inſtantly die. They then lay 
fome light burthens upon it, ſuch as hides, mats, &c.; 
and thus, by degrees and inſenſibly increating the load, 
they make it fit to bear and retain on its back three "i 
dred pounds weight and upwards z which is in no reſpect 
troubleſome to it when upon a journey. 

Their method of loading an ox is very ſimple. A 
man ſtands before the animal, lays hold of the thong 
taitened to the little flick which paſtes through its noſtrils ; 
and by this method the molt furious animal becomes 
calm and peaceable. Some ſkins are thrown over its 
back to prevent its being hurt ; and gradually as they lay 
on the effects of which the hind is to conſiſt, two robuſt 
Hottentots, ſtanding one on each fide, arrange and faſ- 
ten them by a leather girth, which goes ſeveral times 
round it by paſling under the animal's belly. "Theſe 
girths are often more than twenty yards long ; and, to 
faſten them more cloſely every time .it paſſes round the 
load, theſe men preſs their knees upon the animal's ſides 
while one ſees, with no lefs ſurpriſe than pain, the poor 
brute, with its belly reduced to leſs than its cuſtomary 
ſize, ſupport this torture, and march along with the 
greatelt compoſure. The Hottentots, who are unac- 
quainted with the uſe of horſes, often ride on their oxen ; 


and 
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and even in the colonies they are at times uſed by the in- 


habitants for the ſame purpoſe. The motion of an ox 
is very gentle, eſpecially when it trots; and I have feen 
fome ot them, which, trained ſolely Tor riding, were 
not much interior in ſpeed to the ſwifteſt horſe. 

To the women the taſk of milking the cows and ewes: 
belong: and, as they never ſtrike or hurt them, they 
are ſurprilingly tame; it is never neceſſary to tie them. 
It mult be remarked that a cow in Africa never yields 
milk when her calf dies, or is taken from her: the Hot- 
tentots, therefore, carefully ſhun theſe misfortunes, which 
would make the mother of no uſe, and leſſen their moſt 
valuable reſource. The inſtinct which leads the cow to 
keep her milk until her calf has fucked her, is no leſs 
fingular ;. but on theſe occaſions the Hottentots have ge- 
ncrally an eaſy way, however diſguſting it may be. 
Whilſt a woman, ſquatted on the ground, holds the ani- 
mal's teat, another blows with extreme violence 1nto her 
vagina; her belly then {wells amazingly, fo that the can 
no longer retain her milk, but lets it flow abundantly. 


If a calf ſhould die, they keep its {kin very carefully, 


and with much addreſs deceive the ſimple inſtinct of na- 
ture. They wrap it around the body of another calf; 
and, impoſed on by this artifice, the mother continues 
to yield her milk: but this ſcheme ſeldom anſwers more 
than a month. It is real hurt to a proprietor when a calf 
dies; for, if it ſurvives, the cow never ceaſes to yield milk 
till wichin ſix weeks of her bringing forth again. 


The African cows are of quite the ſame ſpecies as thoſe 


of Europe, and differ in no reipet whatever; but, ac- 
cording as the different cantons are good or bad, they 


appear fatter or leaner. They commonly yield very lit- 


tie milk; thoſe which produce three or four pints a day 


are conlidered as wonders. It would ſeem that milk, 


one of the molt pleaſant gifts of nature, becomes ſcarcer, 


and dries up almoſt wholly, the nearer we approach to 


the warmeſt countries. I recolle& that at Surinam, 

which is not far from the Line, a cow which yielded three 
or four pints was accounted à miracle: what ſtill tends 
to eſtabliſh the truth of my aſſertion is, that even at the 
Cape, during the rainy teaton, when the atmoſphere is at 
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the cooleſt, more milk is procured; and the contrary is 
the caſe in the warm weather. It is at that time likewiſe 
that the ſeaſon molt dangerous for theſe animals begins; 
and then they are ſubjected to four deſtructive maladies, 
which produces dreadful devaſtation among their flocks. 

The firſt of them, they call at the Cape lam -/ikte, which 
is a real pally, and comes on ſuddenly ; though the ani- 
mal is fat, and apparently in perſect health, theſe animals 
are forced to remain in a lymg poſture, and they com- 
monly die in fifteen days. As ſoon as the diſtemper 
makes its appearance, thoſe which are ſtill free from the 
infection are immediately ſent out of the country; and, 
as there is no cure for this plague, the planters kill thoſe 
attacked by it; and this they do with the greater readi- 


neſs, as they have no diſlike to eat the fleſh of the diſeaſed 
animal: above all, they make no difficulty to give it to 
their Faves and Hottentots, who are {ill leſs delicate in 


their taſte. 


The next diſeaſe, the tong-/ ilte, is a terrible felling of 
the tongue, which then fils all the mouth and throat ; 
and the animal is in conſtant danger of being ſuffocated. 
This diſorder is more diſmal in its conſequences than the 
other, though it is not incurable ; but the remedy for it 
is ſo little known, and ſo ill applied, that it is ſeldom ſuc- 
ceſsſul. Thoſe, therefore, which ſeem to be in a deſperate 


fit uation, are ſlain, that their Rela and ikins may not be 


tot likewiſe. 


The Laco. ſi lie ſeizes oxen at the feet, cauſes them to 
ſwell prodigiouſly, and often occaſions a ſuppuration: the 
hoot drops off; and when the animal walks, looking at 
it behind, it appears as if it wore ſlippers. It may readily 
be ſuppoſed that, while in this ſituation, great care is 
taken not to remove it from its place. It is, indeed, al- 
lowed to continue at reſt as long as the malady continues: 


it is an inconvenience not attended with any riſque, and 


which ends in, a fortnight commonly. 

But this, is far from the caſe with the pong: ſillie, a ter- 
rible ſcourge among horned cattle, and very alarming to 
thoſe of the hordes. This plague, which ſpares no kind, 
fpreads ſpeedy deſtruction; and he is lucky who does not 
loſe by it the one half of his flock. It is a ſort of lepro- 
{y, which may be communicated in an inſtant; and the 


flelh 
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fleſh of ſuch animals as are ſeized with it, ſwells in a re- 
markable manner, and grows ſpongy and livid. One 
would ſay that it was bruiſed, and in a [tate of decompo- 


ſition: it becomes filled w 4th a reddiſh viſcous humour; 


and is ſo diſguſting, that the very dogs will not come 
near it. As ſoon as it is ſuſpected that the firit ſymptoms. 


of this peſtilence have made their appearance, if care has 


not been taken to remove the animals which are not yet 
infected, whatever health or ſtrength they enjoy at the 
time, they cannot eſcape it. 

Theſe are the chief diſtempers which, by their periodi- 
cal ravages, eſtabliſh between the increaſe and the morta- 


lity of the cattle of Africa, a balance which prevents 


their proſperity, and without which theſe paftoral people, 
very moderate in their manner of living, would ſoon be- 
come powerful and wealthy. 


Such ſheep as the ſ. avages rear in the eaſtern parts are 


of a kind diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Cape ſheep. 


They are held in confiderable reputation from the ſize of 


their tails ; but this has been very much exaggerated : 


their common weight is not above four or five pounds. 


While I reſided at the Cape Town, one of theſe animals 
was carried from houſe to houſe as a phenomenon, and 


yet its tail, though greatly admired, did not weigh above | 


nine pounds and a half. It is merely a lump of fat, 
which has this ſingularity, that when melted it never 
gains the conſiſtency of that which is found in other parts 
of the animal; it is a ſort of congealed oil, which the 
Hottentots preter to any other for their ointments, and 


for applying that powder which they call boughou, The 


planters uſe it in frymg certain kinds of meat likewiſe, 
When mixed with other greaſy ſubſtances, it turns as 
hard as butter, and is uſed for it, particularly in theſe 
cantons of the colony which are too dry for rearing cow's. 
For this reaſon it is called, in the fertile parts of the 
country, in humour and by way of deriſion, the butter 
of this or that place: at the Cape, for inſtance, it is cal- 
led the butter of Swari-land, a dry canton in which milk 
is very ſcarce, 
The parched and "Te oath are fit only 5 rearin: 

goats which are always of a fine breed, Their ſize dit- 
fers according to the different cantons; but they are ge- 
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nerally every where excellent, and yield as much milk as 
the cows. They bring forth young twice a year, like 
ſheep; the latter for the moſt part pr \roduce two at once; ; 


but the goats three, and frequently four. 


The Hottentots kaow nothing of hogs, and even the 
European planters diſlike to breed them. I have howe- 
ver ſeen ſome of them in particular diſtricts, where they 
are allowed to increaſe and to live unconfined. To catch 
them one mult tollow them, and kill them with a gun. 

Theſe people put no value on poultry ; belides, they 
could not bring them up, were they anxious to do it; 
for, as they never ſow, they have no ſort of corn. 

The roots which are principally uſed, are confined to 
a very ſmall number. They never boil them, as they 
think them better when eaten raw; and indeed experience 
taught me that they are not miſtaken in this. 

The root which I liked beſt, called by the Hottentots 
Eamero, is lhaped like a radith, and is as big as a melon. 
It has a moſt ſweet and pleaſant taſte, and is excellent 
for quenching thirſt; a wonderful precaution of nature, 


ma Wers climate, where a perſon is in danger of 


periſting at every ſtep; and where, at particular ſeaſons, 
there is not a ſingle ſpring at which one can drink. 


Though very general, this root is not eaſily got, becauſe 


at the time ot its perfect maturity, the leaves become 


withered, dry, and drop off; and to get it one malt have 


noticed the ſpot before. But when tomewhat acquaint- 
ed with the country, people may ſoon learn to diſtinguiſh 
the places where it grows molt commonly. 
When overcome with the heat and fatigues of the day, 
7th my mouth and throat parched, and my body ſprin- 


kled with ſweat and duſt, panting for breath, no friend- 


ly ſhade, and ſcarce able to bear my own weight, I 
wiihed to find ſome infectious marſh ; and in that all my 


_ vows were centered-—when my vain reſearches, and the 
unceaſing intenſe heat of the ſun, had at length deprived 
me of every hope—how often at ſuch a time did I con- 


gratulate myſelt upon a precaution which more than one 
elegant Midas, from tories circulated without my con- 
fent, have turned into ridicule, as well as my cock ; be- 
cauſe, among other filly matters, for inſtance, finding 
water amend in the Seine, ney cannot underitand 

why 
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why that river does not extend to the deſerts of Africa, 
but is confined in its courſe to a very ſmall portion of the 
earth; and how a perſon can die of thirſt or hunger, 
when the markets in the capital are every where abun- 
dantly ſupplied with proviſions of every kind I ſay how 
much did I congratulate myſelf on poſſeſſing in my do- 
meſtic animals, apparently the moſt uſeleſs, ſo excellent 
guards, and friends ſo very neceſſary to my preſervation! E 
At theſe critical periods my faithful Kees never left 
me; and when we left our carriages, even for a little 
while, the force of his initin&t ſoon led him to ſome of 
theſe plants: but as the tuſt which no longer remained 
rendered all his tumbling uſeleſs, he dug up the earth 
with his fore paws. This reſource however would have 1 
been far from gratifying his impatient avidity, had J not 9 
gone to his aſſiſtance with my poinard; and on ſuch oc- 1 
caſions we honeſtly divided the valuable fruit which he 
had found. _ DS T7 
I got ſimilar relief from two other roots of the ſize of 
one's finger, but very long. Theſe roots were very ſweet 
and tender; and, as they ſmelled ſomewhat like fennel 
and aniſe, I preferred them whenever I was ſo lucky as 
to find them: they are to be found in the colonies, where 
they are known, the one by the name of anys: worte!, and 
the other by that of viel- æborteIl. 5 | 
The rocky diſtricts produce a ſort of potatoes, which 
the ſavages name 4oa-nap : it is irregularly ſhaped, and 
contains a milky juice remarkably ſweet. 'To extract the 
milk there is nothing neceſſary but to ſack this kind of 
pulp. TI often attempted to boil it, but I always found 
it leſs valuable, as well as all the ret, becauſe too quick a 
decompoſition of the delicate ſubſtance which evaporates, 
alters its nature, and leaves what remains very infipid. 
Some other roots, when roaſted among athes like cheſt- 
nuts, were very like them in taſte, The wild fruits 
of this country are but few in number. I never ſaw any 
thing of the kind but a few ſhrubs, the berries of which 
were ſo execrable that they could have tempted none but 
children: thus our little ones, in the country, regale 
themſelves nicely on the produce of the hedges that in- 
cloſe our highways. Some of theſe wild fruits have a 
certain purgative quality, and are uſeſul in no other way. 


Although 
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Although I am not acquainted with more than one 
intereſting part of natural hiſtory, I thould have conſi- 
dered myſelf very blameable in climates ſo remote, and 
countries never before traverſed, to loſe any opportunity 
to ſtudy thoſe new objects with which I ſaw myſelf al- 
ways ſurrounded. I acknowledge that I was totally 1 ig- 
norant of botany; but I did not however neglect to maxe 
ſome reſearches even as to that ſcience, which, though it 
neither ſpeaks to the heart, nor conveys any idea to the 
mind, has for its object beneficence, and a deſire of being 
uſeful to man. When I ſaw any bulbous plants or ſhrubs, 
the flowers and fruits cf which drew my attention, I was 
very careful to get poſſeſſion of them, and I preſerved 
the ſeeds likewiſe, In my various encampments I had 
even improved ſo much, that I could compare different 
vegetable productions, and obſerve the relation which 
they bore to one another. This ſtudy, which I found a 
very agreeable one, gave me an opportunity of diverſify- 

ing my amuſements; and when I returned from one of 
my excurſions to the Cape Town I had made a collection 
ſo valuable, that Mr Percheron, the French agent at the 
Cape, ſent it, in my name, for the king's garden, ad- 
dreſſed to that reſpectable family whoſe name I dare not 
mention; but whom Nature, by entruſting with her 
ſweetelt ſecrets, and committing to them the particular 
care of her hidden treaſures, hath ranked among her 
greateſt favourites. Theſe plants however did not arrive 
at ihe place of their deſtination : I was told by the French 
agent that the veſſel on board which they were, was loſt 
at fea. I was more lucky with the drawings I had made, 
and which I brought home with me. An eminent bo- 
tanift told me that he was entirely ignorant of the greater 
part of the plants which they repreſented. I ſhall pub- 
liſh them afterwards. 

I now proceed to relations which are eaſier and within 
my reach, I mean thoſe which concern "wy beloved Go- 
naquas. 

Merely looking at theſe Gn, 3 it would be hard to 
gueſs at their age. Old people indeed look wrinkled, 
and the extremities of their hair are ſomewhat grey, but it 
never turns wholly white ; and I preſume that they are 
very old when ſeventy years of age. 


The 


J 
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The Gonaquas meaſure the year by the epochs of 
drought and rainy weather. This divifion is general 
with all the inhabitants of the tropical regions, and it is 


ſubdivided again into moons; but they never reckon the 


days if they exceed ten, that is to ſay the number of their 
fingers. Beyond that, they mark the day or the time by 
ſome remarkable event; for inſtance, an extraordinary 
ſtorm, an elephant killed, an infectious diſtemper among 
the cattle, an emigration, &. The various parts of the 
day they diſtinguith by the courſe of the ſun; and they 
will tell you, pointing with their finger, he was there when 
I ſet out and here when I arrived. This method is by 
no means exact; but, notwithſtanding its want of accuracy, 


it is almoſt ſufficient for theſe people, who having no ap- 


pointments of gallantry, no law-tuits to attend, no per- 
fidies to commit, no ſcandal to circulate, no occaſion 
meanly to crmge before filly patrons, and no new play 


to damn, calmy ſee the ſun finith his conſe, and are un- 


der very little concern whether twenty thouſand clocks 
bring miſery to one and happineſs to another. 

When at any time ſick, beſides the binding already 
mentioned, they have recourſe to ſome medicinal plants 
with which by their common practice they are acquainted. 
There are ſome among them of more knowledge than o- 
thers as to this, and whom they adviſe with ; but as there 


is no ſcience more ſecret than medicine, and 1 inward diſ- 


orders do not ſpeak to the eyes in a ſtriking manner, they 


are very much at a loſs how to treat them; they however 


impoſe as much as we do upon ſome vigims by their 
grimace, and clearly evidence when the patient is dead, 
that his diſeaſe was incurable. They are more fortunate 


in dreſſing and treating wounds, and even in reducing 


luxations or fractures: it is very rare to ſee a Hottentot 


lame. 


A feeling of 1 in theſe ſavages wakes them keep 
themſelves retired trom others when they are ſick. They 


are then rarely ſeen, and it would ſeem that they are 


aſhamed of being unheathly. It indeed never comes in- 
to the head of a Hottentot to expoſe himſelf in public in 


order to excite pity and procure relief; this is a forced 


method, but of no nſe in a country where every body i is 
compaſſionate. 


They 
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They have no notion of bleeding, nor of the advantage 
which accrues from it. I do not even imagine that there 
is a ſingle perſon amongſt them who would voluntarily 
ſubmit to this operation ; but, the Hottentots of the co- 
lonies, as they are acquainted with the European man- 


ners, they have alſo contracted their diſeaſes and Wa to 


their cures. 


That operation which there phyſicians perform, of 


which the famous Kolben takes notice, and the habit 
which he aſcribes to the Hottentots of the deſert, of con- 
ſulting the entrails of ſheep, hanging the caul of the ani- 
mal from the patient's neck, leaving it there to conſume, 


and other fables of the ſame kind, were doubt leſs written 


for the vulgar, and tend at beſt to amuſe the ignorant. 
Where there is no religion nor worſhip, it is impoſſible 
there can be ſuperſtition. It is (till farther from the truth, 
that in the horde theſe pretended phyſicians ſuſtain a rank 
above that of their prieſts. To be more exact, the Hot- 
tentots know neither phyſicians, diſtinction of rank, nor 
prieſts; and their language has no word to expreſs any 
of theſe things by. 


In order to underſtand to what lengths this viſionary 


writer ſuitered himielf to be milled by his imagination, 
we need only read in his book, that a Hottentot phyſici- 
an uſed Roman vitriol to cure a perſon attacked by the 
leproſy. How impoſſible is it that theſe ſavages ſhould 
know any thing of this ſalt, which is not found in their 
country, ſince it is the production of a chymical opera- 
tion? To give an air of probability to theſe abſurdities, 
it would be neceſſary at leaſt to ſuppoſe ſome knowledge 
amongſt theſe people, and to lend them our arts, alembics, 
furnaces, and all our apparatus of pharmacy, to 1 
them. 

Upon the death of a Hottentot, be is buried in his 
worſt kroſs, and the limbs are laid in ſuch a way that 
the body is completely covered. The relations then car- 


ry it to a certain diſtance from the horde, and laying it 


in a pit dug for this purpoſe, and which is never deep, 
they cover it firſt with earth, and then with ſtones, if a- 
ny are to be got in the neighbodrhood. Such a mau- 
Sole proves but a very weak defence from the —_ 
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of the jackal and the bywna : the body indeed is general- 
ly ſoon dug up, and eaten by theſe animals. 

Although this laſt duty is badly diſcharged, the Hot- 
tentots are not much to be blamed, when we call to re- 
collection the funeral ceremonies of the ancient and cele- 
brated Parſis, {till attached to the habit of expoſing their 
dead on the tops of high towers, or in open cemeteries, 
that the crows and the vultures may feed upon them, 


and carry them away by piece-meals. 


A Hottentot, reſpectfully depoſiting in the earth the 


lifeleſs remains of his father or his fend: leaves to the 


ſalts, and diſſolving juices which they contain, the care 
of decompoling the body quietly and at leiſure: if he 
is not always ſucceſsful as he would wiſh, and if he does 
not find the aſhes of what was moſt dear to him, he is 
buried in grief, and by his lamentations ſufficiently evinces 
his affectionate diſpoſition, and the great humanity of 
his mind. 

When the chief of a horde dies, their religious cere- 
monies are more numerous ; that is to ſay, the heap of 


_ ſtones and earth, under which he lies buried, is large, 


and more viſible, 

When the deceaſed was a perſon highly eſtee med, the 
family are in great grief and diſtreſs; the night is ſpent 
in cries, and howlings, intermixed with imprecations a- 
gainſt death; while the friends who join them augment 
this noiſe, which, at a diſtance, one would ſuppoſe to 
be the intoxication of joy, or the ſhrikes of deſpair. The 
ſigns of their grief are not however equivocal to thoſe 
who live among them : I have ſeen ſome of them ſhed 
bitter tears, and in great plenty. ; 

Dr Sparrman relates his having been witneſs to a ſcene 
in the colonies, which he tells in the following way: 
« Two old women ſhook and beat with their fiſts one of 
& their countrymen, who was either dying or already 
“ dead, while they loudly poured: forth reproaches, or 


e conſoling expreſſions, cloſe to his ear.” We mult not 
permit ourſelves to be impoſed on by a tale of this na- 


ture Had theſe women been ſatisfied that the young 
man was dead, they would have doubtleſs expreſſed their 
affection without that ſhaking and thoſe blows : but theſe 
Motions, which the Doctor ſuppoſes to be the convullive a- 
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gitations of deſpair, were merely a method of ſupplying 
the want of ſpirituous liquors, which people uſe in Eu- 
rope, to clear up a very difficult doubt, and which the 
Hottentots are deprived of. The extreme agitation, u- 
ſed by the two old women, is an efficacious remedy 


which has good effects, fince Dr Sparrman adds, that it 
revived the patient. 


The ſmall pox, which has ſo frequently ravaged the 
kraals of the Hottentots in the colonies, never appeared 


but once among the Gonaquas. As this diſeate ſwept 


away at that time more than the half of their people, 
they are ſo much afraid of it, and it fills them with ſuch 


horror, that, on the firſt news of its breaking out in the 


colonies, they leave every thing, and fly to the boſom of 


the deſerts. Miſerable then is the fituation of thoſe 
whom they are ſuſpicious to be infected. Satisfied that 


there is no remedy for this dreadful plague, whether it 
be a parent, wile, or child, that is ſick, the voice of na- 


ture becomes filent. - They leave them to their unhappy 


fate, ſo that they die of hunger, if not by the violence 
of the diſeaſe. 1 5 
This dread, ſo natural to a ſavage people, is in no 


reſpect repugnant to that ſincere affection and purity of 


manners by which they are remarkable. The picture of 
the deſtruction of their hordes, always before them, is a 


ſufficient motive to lead them for a moment to forget the 


moſt ſacred duties; but it is ſhocking to read in old wri- 
ters, and to hear a modern traveller repeat after them, 


| that the Hottentots, when they take it into their heads 


to leave their dwelling, abandon, without pity and with- 


out regret, their old men, and every thing that is of no 
uſe to them, or which might tend to retard their march. 


This affertion mult not be adduced as a rule, or a gene- 
ral practice: unleſs they find themſelves in ſuch fatal and 
urging circumſtances as that which I have juſt now men- 
tioned, or in time of war, what motives could cauſe 


them haſten rather than retard their journey? Beſides, I 
can never ſuffer myſelf to imagine that a Hottentot can 


act in this manner without for a long time experiencing 
the molt fincere regret. | | 
When an enemy attacks them ſuperior in number, and 
when they cannot repel force by force, they diſperſe 
| | | and 
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and hide themſelves in the beſt way they can; and 
this is the only rational method that they can follow. 
When the enemy takes them by ſurpriſe, they are com- 
pelled, much againſt their inclination, to leave behind 
them their old people, their ſick, and ſuch ſtragglers and 
others as cannot accompany them. Where is the man 
ſo little acquainted with the diſaſtrous conſequences of 

war, as to make it criminal in a Hottentot to yield to a 
neceſſity, under which even an European would be com- 


pelled to bend? 


But 1 will (till ge farther, and I do not heſitate to ſay 
all that I know, The ſavages always have recourle to 
the ſame expedient in time of famine—a misfortune no 
leſs terrible than the ſmall pox and war, when they are 
attacked by it. In this caſe, deferting a iew individuals, 
whom indeed they could not preſerve, becomes a facrt- 
fice abſolutely nece{lary for the preſervation of the whole: 
even thoſe who fly are not clear that they will avoid the 
general ſcourge. More than three fourths of them perith_ 
by the way, in the midſt of the ſands and the rocks, rac- 
ked by thirſt, and pinching hunger; while the few that 
ſtand it out are obliged to make long marches beſore they 
can get the leaſt aſſiſtance. 

Theſe are three inducements which lead the Hotten- 
tots to commit a barbarity to which they find themſelves 
obliged by a force ſuperior to affection or a ſenſe of duty. 
In fearful and ſimple hearts nature can do nothing: but 
though its influence be ſuſpended for a little, it is no leſs 
powerful or great; and public calamities, among people 
ignorant of the combinations of our arts, and who have 
no method to alleviate them but by a ſudden flight, 

ought not to be the touchſtone by which we try them, 
nor the rule by which we are to judge of them. T 
Thoſe unavoidable emigrations, to which they are for- 


ced by the difference of the ſeaſons, will not, I expect, 


be brought as a fourth example of their barbarity. When 
a remarkable drought has dried up all the ſprings as well 
as the ſurrounding lakes, when a ſcorching ſun has wi- 
thered the paſtures, or when an infectious diſtemper ra- 
ges among the cattle in the neighbourhood, either of 
theſe cauſes compels them to change their habitation ; 
but this neceſſary removal is always made with the great- 
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eſt eaſe, and without confuſion, though with all poſſible. 


haſte. They firſt ſend off their flocks, and then place 
the old and infirm on the backs of the oxen; no body is 
left behind; the valuable effects are placed firſt ; and all 
peaceably purſuing their journey, build huts, and eſta— 


bliſh themſelves in the firſt place that appears to be ſuit- 


able to their manner of living, and to their wants. I 
have often fallen in with hordes who had been obliged to 


quit their reſidence for ſome of the above reaſons, and 1 


always found that they were accompanied by the old and 
the ſick. How often, by means of a few rolls of tobac- 
co, and (till more by a few glaſſes of brandy, which re— 


vived theſe poor ſavages, and cheared up their counte- 


nances with a ſmile, have I had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
them ſhed tears of gratitude! and when ſeparating irom 
them, and purſuing my route, I came the ſame or fol- 


lowing day to the ſpot they had left, though I examined all 
the neighbourhood with the greateſt care, I found no veſ- 


tiges of that inſenſibility with which they have been accu- 
fed. All the huts had been carried with them, and their 
property and domeſtic animals had gone along with them, 
Their children, and, next them, the neareſt relations 
of the deceaſed, take poſſeſſion of whatever they leave; 


but the quality of a chief is not hereditary. He 1s al- 


ways conſtitute Chief by the horde, and his power is very 


limited. Though he has power ſufficient to enable him 


to do good to any perion he plcaſes, he has no power to 


do miſchief; he wears no external mark of diſtinction, 


and enjoys no privilege above the reſt, except that of be- 


ing freed from going in his turn, according to cuſtom, 


to keep the flocks in the fields, In their councils, his 


advice prevails, if it be thought a good one; if not, no 


regard is paid to it, When they are about to go to war, 
they know neither rank nor diviſions, neither generals 


nor captains; all are either ſoldiers or colonels. Every 


one attacks or defends in his own way ; the moſt intre- 
pid march in the van; and, when victory is declared, 
they do not beſtow upon one man the honour of an action 
which has been ſucceſstul by the courage of all; it is all 
the nation that excel. 


Of any nation whom I have ever ſeen, the Gonaquas 


are the only people that can be confidered as free ; or 
they 
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they will perhaps be ſoon obliged to remove to a greater 
diitance, or receive laws from the Dutch government. 
As all the land to the eaſtward is generally good, the h 
planters attempt to extend their poſſeſſions in that quar- 8 
ter as much as they can; and their avarice will doubtleſs 4 
one day taucceed. Mitery muſt be then the lot of theſe. 
happy and peaceable people; and every veſtige of their 
liberty will be rooted out by mailacres and invaſions. 
'Thus have all theſe hordes which old authors mention 
been treated; and, by being often diſunited and weaken- 
ed, they are now reduced to a ate of total dependance 
on the Dutch. The very exiſtence of the Hottentots, 
their names, and their hiſtory, will therefore through 
time be accounted fabulous; unleſs ſome traveller, who 
may have curioſity enough to lead him to diſcover their 
3 remains, ſhould have ſpirit enough to penetrate into the 
} remote deſerts where the great Nimiquas dwell, where 
rocks more and more hardened by time, and eld and 


| 
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—— 


F barren mountains, do not yield a fingle plant ſulfieient 
1 to engage the attention of the ſpeculative botaniſt. 
1 Theſe tribes which are mentioned by Kolben, by the 


naraes of the Gurjemans and the W never exiſted 
but in his imagination. 

That of Gunjemuns, which means nothing in the lan- 
guage of the Hottentots, muſt have been corrupted by 
ſome fooliſh traveller who wrote it improperly. The 
name ſhould be Goed-mans, which is compoſed of two 
Dutch words lignit) ing good men, qr good people; a 
qualification Whicu is given by the firſt planters to all the: 
Hottentots in general, becauſe they faw ey were peace- 
able and obliging, 

That of KAcopmans was likewiſe given to thoſe who 
firſt traded by barter. Iheie two words mean, in very 
ood Dutch, a merchant or dealer; but they are no more 
applicable to one nation than to another. Thus the 
traveller, not underſtanding the languages of thoſe coun- 
tries which he travels through, WL -g their expreſſions. 
imperfectly, writes them ſtill worſe, and gives the name 
of a ſavage horde from a barbariim. The manners of 
diſtant nations, and every thing concerning them, can 
never be accurately mentioned, unleſs one can ſpeak dif- 
ferent languages. 
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Had thoſe authors, for inſtance, who have alledged 


that the rlottentots worlhip the moon, underſtood the 


meaning of the words which they chant whillt ſhe ſhines, 
they would have obſerved that they addreſs neither pray» 
ers, invocations, nor homage to that peaceful luminary. 
They would have underſtood that the ſubject of theſe 
ſongs is always ſomething that has happened between them 
and the adjacent horde; and that, in the ſame way as 
the negroes do, they can ſing a complete night on one 
ſuhje&, by repeating the words a thouſand times over. 
They preter night to day for this end, becaule it is cool- 
er, and incites dancing and merriment. | 

When they with to indulge this amuſement, they join 


hands, and make a circle of greater or leſs extent, ac- 


cording to the number of male and female dancers, who 
are alw ays intermixed with a fort of ſymetry, When 
this chain is formed, they turn round from one fide to 
the other, parting at certain itervals to note the meaſure z 
and from time to time clap their hands without interrup- 
ting the cadence, while with their voices they accompany 
the ſound of the inſtruments, and conſtantly chant hoo, 
hoo! This is the common burden of their ſong. Now 
and then one of the dancers leaving the circle, goes to 
the middle, and there forms alone a few ſteps after the 


manner of the Englith ; all the beauty and merit of which 


conſiſt in doing them with the ſame quickneſs and exact- 
neſs, without ſtirring from the ſpot where he ſtands. 
After this they alFlet go each other's hands; follow one 
another careleſsly, with an air of terror and melanchuly, 


their heads inclining to one ſhoulder, and their eyes caſt 


down towards the ground, which they look at with at- 


tention ; and in an inſtant after they break forth in the 


livelieſt demonſtrations of joy, and the moſt extravagant 
merriment. They are highly delighted with this con- 
traſt, when it is well performed. All this in the main is 
but an alternate aſſemblage of very droll and amuſing 


pantomimes. It muſt be noticed that the dancers make 
a hollow and monotonous kind of humming, which never 
ceaſes but when they join the ſpectators, to ſing the won- 


derful chorus hoo, H Which ſeems to be the life and 


ſoul of this magnificent muſic. They commonly con- 


clude with a general ball; that is to ſay, the ring is _— 
es 
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ken, and they all dance in confuſion, as each inclines 3 
and on this occaſion they diſplay all their agility and 


ſtrength. The experteſt dancers repeat, by way of defi- 
ance to one another, thoſe dangerous leaps and muſical 
quivers of our grand academies, which excite laughter 
as deſervedly as the hoo hvyo of Africa. 
The inſtruments which are moſt eſteemed by reaſon of 


their excellence are the goura, the zoum-yjoum, the ralouquin, 
and the romelpot. 


The goura 1s formed like the bow of a ſavage Hotten- 


tot; it is of the ſame ſize; and a firing made of inteſ- 
tines, faſtened to one of its ends, 1s kept at the other by 
a knot in the barrel of a quill, which is flattened and cleſt. 
This quill being diſplayed, forms a very long iſoſceles 
triangle, about two inches long ; and at the bottom of 
this triangle the hole is made that keeps the ſtring faſt, 
the end of which, drawn back, is tied at the other end of 
the bow with a very thin leathern thong.: this cord may 


be ſtretched ſo as to have a greater or leſs degree of ten- 


fion, according as the mulician pleaſes ; but when two 
or three gouras play together, they are never in uniſon, 


Such is the firſt inſtrument ot the Hottentots, which one 


would not imagine to be a wind inſtrument, though it is 


certainly of that ſort. Its figure may be ſeen in the 


eighth plate, by the fide of a Hottentot. It is held al- 


moſt in the ſame way as a huntſman's horn, with that 


end where the quill is fixed towards the performer's 
mouth, which he applies to it, and either by aſpiration or 
expiration draws from it very melodious tones. The ſa- 
vages, however, who are molt ſucceistul on this inſtru— 
ment, can play no regular tune; they only emit certain 
twangs, like thoſe drawn in a particular manner from a 
violin or a violincello. I took much pleafure in ſeein 


one of may attendants, called F9bn, who was accounted 


an adept, tor whole hours together amuſe his companions, 
who, tranſported and raviſhed, interrupted him very fre— 
quently by exclaiming, © Ah! how charming that is! 
« begin that again.” John began again; but his ſecond 
performance had no reſemblance to the firſt: for, as I 
have mentioned, theſe people cannot play any regular 
tune with this inſtrument, the tones of which are onl 

the effect of chance, and of the quality of the quill, The 
= | beſt 
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beſt quills are thoſe taken from the wings of a certain ſpe- 
cies Ot buitard ; and whenever I happened to kill one of 
theſe birds, 1 was always folicited to make a fmall ſacrifice 
for the ſupport of our orcheſtra. 

When a woman plays the goura, its name is altered 

merely becauie ſhe changes the manner of uſing it, and 
it is then transformed into a um joum. Seated on the 
ground, ſhe Places it perpendicularly before her, in the © 
fame way as a harp is held in Europe: by putting her foot 3 
between the bow and the ſtring, being careful not to 
touch the latter, ſhe keeps it frm in that polition, With | 
the right hand ihe graſps the middle of the bow; and, 3 
while The blows with her mouth on the guill, ſhe trikes 
the firing in different places with a ſmall {tick five or ſix 
inches long, which lhe holds in the other. This produces 
a little variety in the modulation; but the inſtrument. 
muſt be brouglit cloſe to the ear, before one can catch 
diſtinctly all che degradations of the found. This man- 
ner of holding the goura ſtruck me much, particularly as 
it greatly increaſed che graces of che woman who pertor- 
med on it, 
Ie rabouquin is A three: corned piece a board, with 
three ſtrings made of inteſtines, ſupported by a bridge, 
which may be ſtretched at pleaſure by means of pegs, like 
thoſe ot our European inſtruments; it is indeed nothing but 
a guitar with three ſtrings. Any other but a Hottentot 
might perhaps produce ſome muſie trom it, and render it 
pleaſaut: but he is contented with ſtamping it with his 
fingers; - and this he does without order or ts and even 
without deſign. 

Tue romeſpat makes the moſt noiſe of all the inſtru- F 
menus of theſe ſavages. It is made of a piece of the |! 
trunk of a tree hollowed, over one of the ends of which 1 
they ſtretch a ſheep's ſkin well tanned ; on this the per- | 
former beats with his hands, or, to ſpeak more properly, | 
with his fiſts, and at times even with a ſtick. This in- 
ſtrument, the ſound of which may be heard at a very 
great diſtance, is by no means a maiterly invention ; but 
in every country it is cuſtomary to ſupply with noiſe 
what cannot be executed with taſte. 

I have probably been too prolex on the dances and dif- 
ferent inſtruments of the Hottentots. The latter, as may 
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be eaſily perceived, are not very curious ; but this detail, 
which in ſome degree tends to elucidate the manners of 
theſe ſavages, muit not be neglected. Mr, 


Coming very near to Nature, and under her immedi- 
ate direction, the ſavages have no need of our nouy and 
molt harmonious orcheſtras to excite them in their feſti- 


vals to the livelieſt demonſtrations of mirth and joy. The 
confined and monotonous modulation of their mutic is e- 


nough ; and J fancy, that even without it they would ca- 


per fally as well. | 


A late writer in his Courſe of Geographical Lectures, who 


has laid it down as a rule to ſtudy men at the ſame time 
that he deſcribes places, remarks, with great ſagacity, 
That in a polithed ſtate dancing and ſinging are two 
& arts; but that in the boſom of the foreſts they are al- 
“% moſt natural ſigns of concord, friendſhip, tenderneſs, 
„ and pleaſure. We learn under maſters,” adds this au- 


thor, „to command our voice, and to move our limbs 


ein cadence ; the ſavage has no other inſtructor but his 
&* own paſſions, his own heart, and Nature. What he 
« feels we pretend to feel; the ſavage thereſore who dan- 
&« ces or ſings is always happy.” 


I have already remarked that the Hottentots never meet 
for amuſement but in the night, as their daily occupa- 


tions leave them no other time. A particular duty be- 
longs to each, which muſt be executed: ſome mult con- 
tinually watch the flocks which are ſcattered through the 
fields, not only to hinder them from ſtraying, but to 
protect them from the attacks of ravenous beaſts, which 
are always lying in wait for them; others muſt keep 
them clean, and milk them twice a day; ſome mult weave 
mats, and gather dry wood for their evening fires; and 
others muſt provide food, and ſearch for roots. Theſe 
laſt employments belong chiefly to the women; whilſt 
the men, on their part, go a hunting, inſpe& the ſnares 
which have been laid in different places, and form ar- 
rows, and all the other inftruments which they need. 


Though theſe inſtruments, and all thote works which 


come from their hands, are in general coarſe and clum- 
ſy, they employ a good deal of time and pains, becauſe 
there are a number of tools neceilary for ſhortening their 

labour 
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labour which they have not ; their ingenuity 1s much Lets 
ſurpriſing than their patience, 

It would have ſeemed remarkable had theſe people 
whom I fo often frequented, and amongſt whom I lived 
ſo long, been cunning or artful enough to conceal their 
character from me ſo much, that I ſhould never have 
ſeen, either in their conduct or manner of life, any ſign 
or act of ſuperſtition. It would be exceedingly improper 
to conſider as religious practices certain duties which they 
impoſe on themſelves, and which ſeem altogether natural 


and fimple, when one 1s at the trouble of examining 


them thoroughly. For inſtance, they rarely ever eat the 
fleſh of the hare, or of the antelope called duyters. In 


their view, the one is an ugly and diſguſting animal, and 
the fleſh of the other they conſider as too black; beſides, 


theſe two animals are always very lean, w hich to them 
is a good reaſon for rejecting it. But a ſtriking evi— 
dence that they deprive themſelves of this reſource from 
no chimerical idea, is that, in times of famine, I have ſeen 
them think themſelves very happy in being able to pro- 
cure it. Becauſe a Dutchman would be diſguſted at the 


fight of a platetul of thoſe ſnails which are got on vines, 


or of frogs, however well dreiled- whillt a Frenchman 
can make a hearty dinner on theſe victuals, which are 
far from being delicacies does it follow that a Bata- 
vian's diſlike ought to be conſidered as a religious abſti- 
nence enjoined by the confiſtory ? 

Before I fix as an eſſential cuſtom of the Hottentots 
the practice of cutting off a joint either of a finger or a 
toe, and before I aſcribe to the ſame cauſe their ſemi- 
caltration, it is but fair to ſettle the truth of theſe two 


ceremonies. Kolben heard them mentioned in the fame 
manner as he did many other matters, but he never got 
certain information about them. This he evidently ſhews, 


when he aſcribes them to all the Hottentots without di- 
ſtinction; which is equally untrue with the other aſſer- 
tions of that writer. Dr Sparrman falls alſo into a very 
remarkable miitake, when he advances, in oppoſition to 


Kolben, that ſemi-caſtration is no where in uſe. © Theſe 


two practices are actually in uſe among two hordes which 
lie to the north of the Cape, under the twenty-eighth de- 
gree of ſouth latitude, viz. the Geiſiguas and the Kora- 
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guas, in whoſe country I ſaw the giraffes, which I ſhall 
take notice of in my ſecond voyage. The philoſophic 
Kolben aſſuredly never travelled fo far, except in his fan- 


cy. 


Dr Sparrman hind beyond queſtion been deceived about 
the Gonaquas, when he is led to believe that theſe hordes 
practiſe circumcition. The planters certified this to me 
as well as to him; and for this very reaſon I found a 
powerful inclination to doubt the truth of it: but having 
ſince that time had better opportunities than any one elſe 
of fatisfying myſelf about ſo important a fact, L declare, 


on the contrary, that this nation, and all the Hottentots 


indiſcriminately, have the prepuce of a very large ſize; a 
mark which ſufficiently diſtinguiſhes them from all other ſa- 
vages, and which certainly has not been attended to before. 


The caſe is the ſame as to that diſguiting apron of the 


Hottentot women, which has long made a conſpicuous 


though a ridiculous figure in hiſtory, or rather in the fa- 
bles of the vulgar. Another whim, always ariling from 
the ſame ſource, has as raſhly ſuppretted it; though it is 
ſtill fathionable among a certain horde, whont 1 ſhall 
ſoon have occaſion to mention. I ſay it is faſhionable ; 
for, inſtead of being a natural gift, it ought to be conſi- 
dered as one of the molt monſtrous refinements that ever 
was invented by I know not what coquetry, altogether 
peculiar to a certain {mall corner of the globe. 

Some old writers have alledged that the families of the 


ſavages ſleep promiſcucully in the ſame hut; and put no 


difference between age, nor that invincible horror which 


O 
ſeparates perſons allied by blood. The ſavages indeed, 


confined to what is frictly neceſſary, have at no time 
thought of preſerving, under an apparent decency, all 
the turpitude of unnatural inclinations; and ſeparate a- 
partments for brother and fiſter, mother and ſon, are not 
in uſe among them. But to infer, becauſe they have on- 
ly one habitation, one bed, and one mat to lie on, after 
the labours of the day, that they live like brutes, would 
be to calumniate innocence, and offer violence to nature. 
There is only one ill-informed or malevolent writer who 
has allowed himſelf to give credit to theſe infamous ſuſ- 
picions—Yes, all the family dwell in the ſame hut; the 
ray lies by his daughter's fide, aud the mother . 
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ſon; but at day break each gets up with a pure heart, and 
without having occaſion to bluſh before the Author of all 


Beings, or any of the creatures whom he has ſtamped 
with the ſea] of his own image. A favage is neither 


brute nor barbarian ; the real monſer is the man who 


ſearches for crim?s every where, becauſe he imagines 


them; and who aſſerts their exiſtence on the hateful evi- 
dence of his own mind. 

I have lived among more than one horde of ſavages z 
and I never in any of them faw what was immodeſt, but 
on the contrary, reſerve amongſt the women, and I may 
add among the men likewiſe. Kolben whom I have ſo 
often contradicted ſpeaks truth once, when he acknows- 
ledges that people would judge very erroneouſly, were 
they to believe that, becauſe the ſavages walk naked, they 
have as little modeſty as veil; and that it was with great 
difficulty he could find men who, even by the temptation 


of preſents, would agree to throw alide their jackals, that 


he might have ocular proof whether hay were or were 


not circumciled. 


It has already been mentioned that too much inter- 
courſe with the whites has debaſed and corrupted their 
manners; and the truth of this aſſertion the Hottentots 
of the colonies are a ſtriking proof: thoſe of the delert, 
are in no reſpect different in nature, and may perhaps 
yield one day to ſeduction, ſhould it happen to go their 
length, and will ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduced by the 
influence of example. When Dr Forſter, in his /oyage 
round the World with Captain Cook, mentions thar the 
women of Eaſter Iſles were ls ferviows courtezans, he does 


not conceal from us that the ſailors gave themſelves up 


openly and without ſhame to the molt infamous debau- 
chery with them ; but we ought to add, without any he- 


ſitarion, that the Fades of tavage nations, once viſited 


by corrupted Europeans, and too well acquainted with 
their perverſe luſts, proſtitute themſelves to all thoſe who 


chooſe to enjoy them, and gratify their inclinations, no 


doubt from a dread of the horrid cruelties which the 
whites are very capable to commit upon them. 
In every place where a defire of intormation led me 


to enter upon this ſubject with ſuch women as I fell in 
with in the courſe of my travels, I always got one ſin ple 
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and uniform anſwer, which they make to all who, ſuſ- 
pe& them of inceſtuous cohabitation, with to be ſatis- 
fied by their own acknowledgment : “ You compare us 
5 then to brutes,” ſaid they to me; © for brutes only are 
capable of doing what you lay.” 

I truſt I am not deceived I believe in virtue, for the 
ſake of thoſe even who are ignorant of that word, and 
who have never written voluminous commentaries on the 


idea it carries. This ſentiment, innate in the heart of 


man when uncorrupted by education and example, was 
given him as a mark of his dignity and diſtinction. Hor- 


ror at the idea of connection with his own blood, is one 


of the grandeſt characteriſtics by which the Creator wiſh- 
ed to diſtinguith the human ſpecies from animals; and 


this inſurmountable barrier can be diiregarded by the 
moſt infamous depravation only. 


I dare aver, then, that if there is a corner of the globe 


where a decency of conduct and manners is ſtill reſpected, 


we mult look for its temple in the heart of the deſerts. 
"Theſe principles the ſavage receives neither from preju- 
dice nor education; he is indebted to nature for them: 


in him love is a very confined wiſh, and he does not turn 


it as in civilized countries, into an irregular pation, which 


carries diſorder and deſtruction along with it. In vain 
ſhould I attempt, after the example of Buffon, to eradi- 


cate this fever of the mind, this ditcaſe of exalted imagi- 
nations. [I thall not demoliſh an altar loaded with the 
rich gifts of poets and romance writers; I ſhould have 


too weighty opponents to combat: and the divinity who 
owes his birth to ſach beautiful conceptions, would let 


looſe his votaries againſt me, nor ever forgive me for 
this impiety and facriiege. 


A phyſiognomiſt, or, if it pleaſe my reader better, a 
modern wit, would entertain his company by giving the 
 Hottentot, in the ſcale of beings, a place between man 


and the ourangoutang. I cannot however admit of this 


TſyſRematic arrangement; the qualities which I eſteem in 


him will never allow him to be degraded ſo far; and I 
have found his figure ſufficiently beautiful, becauſe I tri- 
ed the goodnets of his heart. It muſt indeed be confeſ- 
ſed that there is ſomething peculiar in his features, which 


in a certain degree diſtinguiſhes him from the generality 
Vol. II. 4 | ot 
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of mankind. His cheek bones are remarkably promi- 
nent ; ſo that his face being very broad in that part, and 
the jaw bones on the contrary very narrow, his viſage 
continues ftill decreaſing even to the very point of the 
chin. This configuration gives him a look of great 
lankneſs, which gives his head the appearance of being 
very much difproportioned, and too ſmall for his full 
and corpulent body. His flat noſe riſes fcarcely half an 
inch at its greateſt height, and his noſtrils, which are ex- 


ceſſively wide, often Exceed in height the ridge of his 


noſe. His mouth is large, with ſmall teeth, well ena- 


melled and perfectly White: his eyes, very beautiful and 


open, inclining a little towards the noſe, like thoſe of 
the Chineſe : and to the appearance and feeling his hair 


has the reſemblance of wool; it is very ſhort, curls na- 


turally, and is as black as ebony in colour. He has lit- 
tle hair, yet he takes no ſmall pains in pulling out by 
the roots part of what ke has; but the natural thinneſs 
of his eye-brows faves him from this trouble in that part. 
Though he has no beard but upon his upper bp, under 
the noſe, and at the point of the chin, he neyer neglects 


to pluck it out as ſoon as it is viſible. This gives bim a 


womaniſh look; which, added to the natural mildneſs of 
his character, deſtroys that commanding fierceneſs com- 
mon to all men in a natural ſtate, and which has acqui- 
red them the proud title of kings 

As to proportion of body, a Hottentot is as perſect as 
if formed in a mould. His gait is graceful and agile; 
and all his motions, which are eaſy, are very different 
from thoſe of the American ſavages, who ſeem only to 
have been ſketched out by the hand of Nature. 

The women have more delicate features, and exhibit 
the ſame characteriſtic marks in their air and gait : they 
are equally well proportioned, Their breaſts, admirably 
placed, have a moſt beautiful ſhape, while in the bloom 
of youth; and their hands are ſmall, and their feet re- 
markably well ſhaped, though they never wear ſandals, 
The ſound of their voice is ſoft; and their words paſſing 
through the throat, are not deſtitute of harmony. When 


they ſpeak, they uſe a great many geltures, which give 


force and graceſulneſs to their arms. 


The 
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The Hottentots, are naturally timid, conſequently are 
by no means an enterpriſing people. Their phlegmatic 
coolnzts, and their ferious countenances, give them an 
air of reſerve, which they never lay aſide, even at the 
moſt joyful moments; while, on the other hand, all other 
black or tawny nations give themſelves up to pleaſure 
with the livelieſt joy, and without any confinement. _ * 

An inſuperable indiiference to the affairs of life leads 
them very much to inactivity and indolence; the ſuperin- 
tending of their flocks, and the care of procuring a hve- 
I; hood, are the only objects which occupy their attention. 
They never follow hunting as ſportſmen, but like people 
OP} preſſed and famithed by TONE, In ſhort, forgetting 
the paſt, and under no uneaſineſs as to the future, they 
are {truck only with the preſent moment; and it is that 
which alone occupies their-a attention. 

They are however the beſt, kindeſt, and moſt boipita- 
ble of people. Whoever tr avels among them may be 


ertain of food and lodging; and though they will re- 


ceive preſents, yet they never ſeek any thing. If the 
traveller has a long journey to per form, and if they learn 
from the information he requires that there are no hopes 
or his falling in with other hordes, that which he is going 
to leave ſupply him with proviſions as far as their cir- 
cumitances will admit, and with every thing elſe neceſſa- 
ry for proſecuting his journey, and reaching the place of 
his deſtination, 

Before Europeans arrived at the Cape, the Hottentots 
knew not hing about commerce, and perhaps they had no 
idea even of barter; but, on the appearance of tobacco 
and toys, they were ſoon initiated into part of the mer- 
cantile myſteries. Theſe objects, which at firſt were 
merely agreeable novelties, by length of time have be- 
come neceſſaries. When theſe articles turn ſcarce among 
them, they are ſupplied by the Hottentots of the colo- 


nies; for it is necetfary to oblerve, that however eager. 


they are to get ſuch trifles into their poſſeſſion, they do 
not take the trouble to ſtir one ſtep in ſearch of them 
themſelves, and they chooſe rather to do without them: 
an uſeful leſſon to thoſe: who drag out a miſerable life in 
continual dittreſs by purſuing 1 imaginary wants. 
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In this light did theſe people appear to me, in all the 
innocence of manners, and a paſtoral life. They excite 
alſo the idea of mankind in a ſtate of infancy. A noble 
action, which I ſhall mention here, though connected 
with my ſecond voyage, more to the northward of the 


Cape, and towards the weſtern coaſt, will conclude the 


picture I have attempted to trace out with the utmoſt 
candour and truth—without eloquence, I confeſs, but 
without enthuſiaſm, without vain declamation, and with 
that natural ſincerity which is ſo valuable to me, and 
which I embrace every opportunity to profeſs. 

A very conſiderable horde of the Kaminouquas came 
to viſit my camp, with that confidence which honelt and 
upright intentions always occaſion, and which all thoſe 
men poſſeſs who have never been corrupted by their in- 
tercourſe with other nations. Being obliged to be care- 


ful of my proviſions, it was impoſſible for me to regale 
there were too many of 


all thefe people with brandy; 
them; and I could not, without imprudence, ſhew my- 
ſelf generous. I however deſired a 


ance, or rather by their age, ſeemed to be the moſt reſ- 
But to what reſources and to what expedients 
will not beneficence have recourſe! and how great is its 
ingenuity, when it wiſhes to diffuſe its bleflings! I was 
very much ſurpriſed when, perceiving that they kept the 
liquor without ſwallowing it, I ſaw them all come up to 
their companions, who had received no ſhare, and diſtri- 
bute it to them with their months, in the ſame way as 
the tender birds of heaven feed their young ones with their 
bills. This unexpected action, I acknowledge, threw me 


into great agitation, and I remained aſtoniſhed: for, on 


the ſight of this affecting ſcene, what heart is there ſo un- 
naturally hardened as would not have diffuſed into tears? 


filled with reſpe&t and admiration, and moved to the 


very bottom of my ſoul, 1 threw myſelf into the arms of 
the chief, who like the 9 had juſt divided his liquor 
with thoſe who ſurrounded him, and I bedewed his vene- 
Table perſon with my tears. Ye gaudy prattlers, ye ele- 


gant coquettes, perfumed with amber and muſk, laugh 
as ye pleaſe, and ſhew your charming grimaces ! Com- 
plaints of the ſtomach, vapours, and all the evils of debi- 


litated 


glaſsful to be given 
to the chief, and to each of thoſe who by their appear- 
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TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 6; 
litated health, the uſual effects of a debauched life worn 
out at the age of thirty, created no diſguſt to my divine 
Kaminouquas, in this ſweet and brotherly COMMUNICA» 


ON. 
T can never recolle& without being moved theſe reſ- 


pectable people, and ſeveral others, among whom I no- 


ticed the ſame ceremony repeated. When I ſaw them, on 
their leaving me, return peaceably and contented, © Happy 
«© mortals !?” exclaimed I; long may you retain your 
c yaluable innocence, bat live in "ignorance ! Poor ſava- 
& ges, never regret that you were born under a icorching 
& n, on a dry and barren ſoil, which ſcarcely yields 
& briars and thorns. Confider your preſent ſituation ra- 
& ther as a bleſſing from Heaven: your deſerts will ne- 
& yer tempt the avarice of the whites. Unite yourſelves 


eo thoſe fortunate hordes, who like you have not had 


& an Opportunity of knowing them; deltroy and efface the 


„ leait veſtiges of that yellow duſt which is converted in- 


&« to metal in your caverns and rocks ye are ruined if 
4 


4 


* 


** 


the ſource of all crimes: and dread, above all things, 
de the approach of an Almagro, à Pizarro, a Cortez, and 
of the bloody ſtole of the Vanverdes.” 

When uncivilized man is naturally good; why then 


Lay 


ſhould the. Hottentot be an exception to this univerſal: 


rule? It is not juſt to charge him with cruelt ty 3 he alone 
is revenge ful. Too ſenſible of the evil done him, what 
can be more natural than to repel force by force? It be- 
comes us well to enjoin the children of nature to follow 
our fictitious virtues, when their names are ſcarcely 
known among us, and no one undertakes to follow what 
they preſcribe. Even the law of retaliation, the only 
one ii uſe before we creamed about being philoſophers, 
what elſe is it but the right of doing injury for injury, 
and of taking away the lives of thoſe Who do not helitate 
to attempt ours? | 

Were the ſavages of Africa or America to take it into 


their heads, one day, that they live miſerable, deprived 


of our arts, riches, and all the reſources of our genius; 
and, joining together in arms, thould haſten to inundate 
Europe, and to drive us from our polſeſſions, with what 


face could we receive thele barbariazs, and by what ſuf- ay 


3 teri ings 


they find it. Know that it is the ſcour ge e of the world, - 
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g nꝛver ſeem terrified in their fight: when nothing is re- 
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ferings on our part would they ſee their boldneſs reward- 
ed? Such however is their hiſtory, or ours; ſuch have 
been our enterpriſes attempted in three quarters of the 
world roo ſucceſsfully. In every quarter where we have 
thought proper to eſtabliſh ourſelves, we have obliged 
theſe unhappy wretches, perſecuted to a ſtate of ſlavery, to 
betake themſelves to flight; we have appropriated as our 
own, without hefitation, whatever we found uſeful to us; 
and when the hour of vengeance has been proclaimed for 
them, and when they meaſured their blows by the extent 
of their injuries, without reviewing our own conduct, and 
too much infatuated by intereſt or fanaticiſm, we have 
dared to title them barbarians, eaters of men, and fero- 
cious animals, who live by murder, and allay their thirlt 
with human blood. | 

To what miſconduct muſt we attribute the death of 
that illuſtrious navigator Captain Cook ?—I am led to 
think that a conſciouſneſs of his own ſtrength, and his 
bold and enterpriſing character, never induced him to 
commit any of thoſe criminal exceſſes to which he in his 
turn fell a victira ; but the anxious deſire of the undiſcip- 
lined crew that followed him, made the iſlanders take up 
arms againſt him. Thoſe ſailors made free with the wo- 
men, and they even dared to lay hands npon them when- 
ever an opportunity offered. This was too much for 
them to be any longer filent; nothing could ſtop theſe 
incenſed ſavages, The commander is perceived through 
the {ſmoke of cannon, and amidſt the noife of threatening 
artillery 3 ; they lay hold of him; and he is maſlacred, 

ven before the eyes of his ſoldiers. becauſe he did not 
repreſs their diſorders in time. 

Confidence is the firſt ſentiment with which people who 
travel among ſavages ought to inſpire them: one mult 
be kind and humane to gain theirs; muſt never threaten 
them, or take advantage of their weakneſs; and muſt 
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quired from them, they will grant every thing. People 
ought to have ſo much command over their paſſions as 
to obſerve the ſtricteſt continence, and not to ſeek after 
their women. If they are jealous of you, they will become 
im placable enemies; i ey are not, cheir condeſcenſion 
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with regard to you, in this reſpect, places them too much 
on a level, and you loſe in their eyes that uſeful ſuperiority 


by which they were at firſt dazzled. Though this paſſion 
ſhould not be general, there are conſtantly ſome indivi- 
duals tormented by it; and it 1s juſtly obferved that the 
nations leaſt ſubje& to it are the moſt diffolute in their 
manners, and nature is ſartheſt removed from them. 

To make yourſelf known to the ſavages with advan- 
tage, ſuperiority of ſtrength ought to be the laſt thing 
which you make uſe of; for it is unnatural for mankind 


to be ſuſpicions of thoſe whom they do not fear. How- 
ever, in following theſe precautions, people ſhould pre- 


ſerve a calm and ſerene air; and when they travel among 
them never to employ their arms, or ſhew tor what uſe they 
are, but in order to do them a ſervice, either by procuring. 
them game, or deſtroying ſuch wild bealts as are enemies 
to their flocks, After this you may quit a horde in per- 
fect ſecurity, certain of leaving regret behind you; and 
gratitude will conſtantly recal you to their remembrance, 
Many among them will ſeparate from you with reluctance; 
they will leave their companions to accompany you; and 


will conduct you to another horde, among whom, from 


the favourable teſtimony given of you by your guides, 
you may be aſſured of meeting with the ſame love, the 
ſame delire to ſerve you, the ſame entertainments, and 
all that hoſpitable care which always proceeds from con- 
fidence. With theſe peaceful principles ſo agreeable to 
my. diſpoſition, I travelled over a ſmall part "of an im- 
menſe quarter of the globe; and I might have traverſed 
the whole of Africa in the ſame manner, if 1 had not 
been [topped by inſurmountable obſtacles, which all my 
zeal could not overcome, and which it would be needlets 
to give an account of here. 

It was likewiſe from theſe maxims that I was daily 
more and more aſſured that a traveller cannot aſſociate 
any one with him in ſuch an enterpriſe, without running 
the hazard of rendering it abortive, I was certain of my 
own manner of viewing dangers, and of the means I had 
to guard againſt them. Being ſurrounded by friends and 


people equal in power, in dangerous ſituations, I could 


not have flattered myſelf with the hopes of inducing 


them all to follow my opinion; the fooliſh obſlinacy of 
one 


I deceived myſelf, I had only my own judgment to re- 


allure us, that ke never ſaw the ſavages wipe or clean 
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one might have occaſioned the deſtruction of all: but, if 


proach. | | 
The Hottentots are repreſented as a miſerable and 
poor. people, ſuperſtitious, ferocious, indolent, and ex- 
tremely dirty; in a word, they are vilified in every poſſi- 
ble manner. Were chers; in theſe aſſertions even one that 
approached truth, it would be better, in order to {top 
extravagant exaggeration, to adhere imply to the tales, 
already ſo abſurd, of thoſe tireſome planters, who con- 
ſtantly delight in deceiving a ſtranger by things which 
the latter is in hopes of receiving instruction from, whillt 
liſtening to them. It is from their own experience people 
onght to ſpeak, and advance nothing more than what 
they have ſeen. Had theſe maxims been adhered to in 
ſuch a work as that of Dr Sparrman, for inſtance a 
work valuable in ſeveral re/pets———1ntereiting obſerva- 
tions, well written, would not have been inundated with 
a deluge of very apocryphal relations of hunting lions, 
elephants, Ke. each more ridiculous and improbable 
than another. He would not then have mentioned a 
licorn, delineated perhaps by a planter upon ſome un- 
inhabited rock ; and he would not have given a ſquare 
in the room of a round form to the huts of the Caffres 
whom he never viſited. I muſt allow, in favour of 
this learned man, that his candour and probity made 
him look upon every thing as inconteſtable, the moment 
it was certified to him by any of the planters. Particu- 
larly John Kock, whom he calls the moſt accurate and 
judicious obſerver he ever knew, without doubt never ex- 
pected that great deal of praiſe which he has laviſhed u- 
pon him, while the inhabitants of the whole town and 
colony refute them, and do not ſcruple only, on account 
of theſe errors, to rank next to Kolben's a book which 
would have been of great uſe, had the author confined 
himſelf to fuch objects as were familiar to him. | 
When I find truth in Dr Sparrman I pay reſpect to it; 
and I lay to the charge of his obſerver thoſe falſehoods 
Wich dil guſt me: but when either the one or. the other 


« their ſkin ; that, to ſcour their hands, they rub them 
& with cow dung; ; that they rub alſo their arms with it, 


as 
't * 


* 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. o 


& 25 far as the ſhoulders; that this unction, which is not 
& necellary, is intended merely for ornament; and that 
ce the duſt and the dirt mixing with their greaſy oint- 
“ ment, and the {ſweat of their bodies, adhere to the ſkin, 
© and continually corrode it, &c.”—and when Dr Sparr- 
man afterwards acknowledges that he never ſaw theſe ſa- 
vages wipe themſelves, or clean their {kin—I find his 
manner of reaſoning very weak, and his logic equally 
falſe : for if I ſhould, in my turn, attelt that I never ſaw 
cow dung made ule of by the Hottentots as an ornament; 
that I never obſerved their {kin corroded by ſweat, oint- 
ments, and filth—this negative aſſertion would neither 
convince any one, nor elucidate the queſtion. 

It muſt be owned that all theſe favages, without ex- 
ception, men, women, and child ren, are expert {vw im- 
mers, and perhaps the beſt divers in the globe. What 
inference ought we draw from what 1 have ſaid as to the 
women, whom | ſurpriſed while bathing aud diving like 
fiſhes; but that practice, which they uſe ſeveral times a 
day, neceſſarily leads them to a kind of cleanlineſs which 
leaves little power to unctions, or even duſt, to impair 
and corrode the ſkin? 

'The conſtant care and attention which the Gona- 
quas pay to their dreſs, ſufficiently ſhew that they are 


fond of cleanlineſs : all, therefore, that can be ſaid, is, 


that it is not well underſtood; and, even before we ven- 
ture ſo far, it might be neceſſary to enquire whether they 
are not forced to boughou themſelves in this way, either 


- becauſe of the temperature of the climate, or from their 


wanting thoſe reſources which nature has not diſcovered 
to them. Their clothes, in fact, are only the ſpoils ta- 
ken from ſavage creatures; but, as I have already men- 
tioned, they do not neglecl, as ſome have ſuppoſed, to 
clean and prepare chem before they uſe them in making 
dreſſes. * 

The Hottentots are neither poor nor wretched. He 


is not poor, becauſe his deſires never exceeding his know- 


ledge, which is very limited, he never feels the ſpur of 
neceſſity. Miſery is a point of compariſon of which he 
has no conception: a complete uniformity, and the ſame 
reſources, rendering the lot of all perfectly equal, when 
abundance prevails, they are all happy, and in times of 
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ſcarcity they are all in like manner expoſed to want. 
The difxulti ing contrait of riches mounted on a golden 
car, and miſery dragging its rags along in the dirt, can 
never pain their hearts : this is an idea which they do 
not comprehend. The fight of indigence trod under 
foot, that puniſhment-of compaſſionate ſouls, never ap- 
pears to their eyes under a thouſand melancho ly ſhapes. 
This mortification man in a flate of nature never expert- 
ences; aud if man in a ſtate of civilization becomes accu- 


| fromed to it in time, and if he attains to ſuch a degree of 


apathy as to coniider that ineq! UNE of rank, ſo lhocking 
and fo fatal, as the beſt {tate, he is no longer an avc owed 
child of Nature; the ditowns and caſts him off, alhamed 
of her own productions, which are a diſgrace to her. 
The thread of my narrative having been fo long, bro- 
ken oft, -tor the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing ſome certain nol- 


ons reſpecting theſe Hottentots, hitherto too little known, 


ſomething would be {till wanting to the information I have 


given, did I not ſpeak of a particular ſpecies or caſt, which 


: Ay be called the compoſite, and which is not older than 


a century. I do not know that any traveller has men- 
tioned them. This new ſpecies will one day efface the 


ancient; and the epoch of their power will doubtleſs oc- _ 


calion great changes in the colony, and haſten its ruin, 
The multiplicity of "theſe individuals, who may become 


infinite, ought to alarm the Dutch government; but at 
preſent it appears to be aſleep, and to be no way appre- 


heniive as to the fatal effects of its inattention. 

I allude here to thoſe natural children which ars the con- 
ſequence of the intercourſe of the white men with the 
Hottentot women, and of theſe women with the Negroes. 
At tne Cape they are generally named bafiers. This de- 
nomination, however, more peculiarly belongs to the 
former; becaule the ſecond are much leſs numerous; as 
the Hottentot women do not eaſily yield to the embra- 
ces of the negroes, for whom they entertain a kind of 
contempt ; on account, as they fay, of ſuffering them 
ſelves to be ſoid like beaſts; while, on the other hand, 
they think themſelves honoured by having commerce 
with the whites, and by being ſtyled their miſtreſſes. It 


is the race ariſing from theſe: Atter unions that is conti- 


nually gaining ground, and mulaplying conſiderably e- 
very 
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very day: they are free, like the Hottentots, but they 
imagine themlelves tuperior to them; though they are 
deſpiſed at the Cape, where it is not even ut ſual to baptiſe 
them. The character of theſe people partakes more of 
that of an European than of a Hottentot ; they have 

ore courage and more activity than the latter, and la- 
bour never diſcourages them; but, Deing more impetu- 
ous and more enterprifing, they are alſo more miſchie- 
vous and wicked. It is not uncommon to ſee them aſ- 


ſallnate their maſters, to whom they have ſcid their ſer- 


vices; and jt is they, rather than, the negroes, who ap- 
pear foremoſt i in deviting acts of treach ery, which they 
commut every day in their plantations, The Hottent tot, 
too mild, and too void of patlions, to enter into atroci- 
ous enter priſcs, would not have ſufficient itrength to car- 
ry them into execution: the molt cruel treatment is not 
even capable of 1 inſpiring him with an idea of this kind. 


To conclude, thoſe planters who have only Hottentots in 


their ſervice, will be very carly a 
there be any awaitin g him. 


Ppriled ef danger, ſhould 


4 
— 


The illegitimate whites are ſtout and well made; their 
ſkin is rather of a clearer yellow than that of the -Hotrens | 


tots, and has the colour of dried lemon peel: it is very 

diſagreeable to the fight. Their hair is black, much 
4. ind. leis frizzled. Interebürſe Wich wemen ot 
this new breed, as may naturally be ſuppoſed, produces 
a ſpecies {till whiter, whoſe heir is alfo much lets frizzled 
and though, by thus proceeding gradually, there is at 
length no ſenſible difference between them and the Euro- 
peans in their hair and the v vhiteneſs of their in, the pro- 


minence of the cheek bones is ſtill remarkable. This is 


a mark never to be eraſed, and remarkable to the fourth 
generation, and even farther. 

The connection of the Hottentot women with negroes, 
gives riſe to a race ſtill ſuperior to thoſe I have mention» 
ed. They are much calle; and better made, and their 
figure is more agreeable and engaging. Their colour, 
which holds a mean between the black of the father and 
the olive tint of the mother, is much leſs offenſive to the 
ſight ; their moral and phyſical qualities are alſo very 
different. They are much ſought aſter, on account of 
their being capable of great labour; but what above all 

renders 
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renders them of the higheſt value is, that to much activi- 
ty, without turbulence, they join a fidelity that never be- 
trays, and which does not tall to the lot of any baſtard 


white. Unfortunately this race are not very numerous, 


owing to the difficulty of uniting the Hottentot women 


with the negroes, who are greatly deſpiſed by them. 


The public would have been much profited, as well as 


the private intereſt of the planters increaſed, had they 


long ago ſtirred up government to encourage the propa- 
gation of this ſpecies ; the ſacrifice made would not have 
been heavy, and the expences and money advanced would 
have yielded an hundred fold for profit. 

This is not now the ages of ſacred ignorance, when all 
black people were held to be anthr opophagi. The Spa- 
niards themſelves do not now believe, as in the time of 


their barbarous incurſions into Peru, that a pure ſoul can- 


not exiſt but in a white body. Travellers, and above all 
ſound philoſophy, teach us that an ugly covering may 


conceal a valuable diamond. Among who various negro. 


nations: that inhabit the weſtern coaſts of Africa, ſome 
are diſtinguiſhed by a more ſocial diſpoſition than others, 
by nobler inclinations, by greater activity, and more ap- 
titude for knowledge; and it is this race who ought to 
have been preterred, in order to fpread them among the 


colonies, by granting them every freedom. The plant- 


ers would have favoured, as much as they could, the 
union of the ſtrangers. with the Hottentot women; the 


latter, ſeeing them free, would not have deſpiſed them, 


and would ſoon have been familiariſed with them; and 


dJ 
N 


thus would have ariſen a generation of men, who, uniting 


to the mild and peaceable temper of their mothers the 
eſſential qualities of the beſt negroes of Guinea, would 
have aboliſhed as unneceſſary, nay even hazardous, the 
| horrid and flavith chains in this African Corner. 

But theſe methods, ſo eaſy and natural, the execution 


of which ſome time ago would not have met with any ob- 
ſtacle, will never be employed. At preſent it is too late 


to make any attempt of this kind; the turbulent race of 
the baitard whites are too numerous, and it may be eatily 
foreſeen that they will one day be prevalent at the Cape 
itſelf. 
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Again, althongh this ſcheme were yet practicable, the 
deſire and good intentions of the Dutch Eait-India Com- 


©, 
Cob 


pany would be rendered of no avail by various obſtacles. 
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and Pg rity, all commercial atlociations oug "ht to at- 


ſume as a model. There is no doubt but they would, 


Wees heſitation „ make every [acriiice neceſſary for the 
execution on * this excellent plan, to well calculated to im- 


mortalize them; but a radical fault, the fault of the go- 


. uſt ever 2 2 it. It would be re 


requilite, in 
the firit pl lace, to expel all the inhabitants of the Cape 
and of the colonic es, be at leaſt to reform their minds, in 


OT « de T0 abo! ih thoſe toOl ih and impe )11tiC prejudi Ces 
vinci! {1 they 7 pretend : 10 encout dre 


The Dute ah are lofers, becauſs it 18 unnallible to me 
vent the progrels of the evil, theſe planters, ſo PER of 
their colour, and who are GE hed by no perl; onal 
merit from N fla ves —it ſuffer 1 fiv, thele | ignorant 
Seal ants, proud of a mollerate fortune which they have 


4 
Sk 7 


1 
Wt given ther mlelves the tr Huüble co achnire 
48 


1 — 4 eit lire by .t their u- 
| {Ll 17 1 = + TR Ari ron 8 7 ITY | * 7 * 
Au. 155 0 pi Hep & 116 LL GS WILEKL UONLLCT 11 L 1012 Men, 
* - > t7.% q * © Pn 4 « | f wy * OE Yor 
Who, 1122 Aen nz | e er ed 8.0." ell Gtthe Company D4 tlie jervi- 
A. a 4» wy 7» ' Me 53 A „1 ro 7 7 5 
Ces they Ir { VS 0155 FEEF ed, CHIAeY 41.5 1001 IICTS (WE 1 Lot 08, Qs 
" 7 Col 7 — 25 2 4e Ba 1198 5 r , l . 5 
ſtablilh then neitves at: ite Cape In vlr cle of 4 pL > FN} ztton 
granted them by Zovernment; 10 that the meaneſt and 
0 . 1 g : n © 1 8 "Io F 
1G0it worthicfs Of tlie Planters always conlider a Ik 1 
71 % 4% ea {Al 112 y * ty wy I . 
ſailor, Or 91 AV-C LOLULCH, 48 Xt Hein: 2 111 10me In tue! de- 
F - g r 5 1 4 1 e 
graded, and unworthy of beir 8 onneRed with them. by 


5 1 
> luch a Hh inter, Su- 


, V 1 ag 8 L 
Catet 41 vom LN eC ame oy LLCIDICS, WOULGS-Talne! Per! til 1 in Wretch-. 

oy * — . % N < wa. * 1 - * — - Mn 63 
ednels, th 40 He "COLETTE ne Wilke of Ohne CL tiiete 1 LTLOLIC 


fupporters of their country and liberty. 


rg y {0 CT 17495 7 7 I = . ; A 4. þ 
Thus circumitanced, a brave {oldie 

: 1 .1 > 4® * 7 2 7 11712 „ N 
with all other men in the wants and 


CYSLY% 


* 
5 © F< 
e 


nperious laws o 
nature, more powerful fill in warm than in temperat 
climaces, being unable to alociate himſelf with a white 
woman who would dener him happy, has no other re- 
ſouroe but to unite with a' fen. te Hori ientot. tle 
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ceeds that immenſe number of baſtard white es, Who at 

ba warm all over the colonies. The turbulent blood 


of the Kuro "Pfr circulates and lerments in their 


veins; 
and 
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and diſturbances may every moment reſult from it, which 
the planters, too far diſperſed to unite in time, will nei- 
ther have time nor ability to hinder. 


This illegitimate race is computed to be a ſixth of the 


number of all the Hottentots in the colonies ; and the o- 
rigin of this mixture is only as old as the eſtabliſhment of 


the Dutch at the Cape, that is to ſay, an hundred and 


thirty-ſix years. It may be readily preſumed that, when 
the communication between the white men and the Hot- 
tentot women was firſt eſtabliſhed, it was neither ſo eaſy 
nor ſo general as at preſent : and, on the other hand, the 
population of the colony did not amount, as it does now, 
to eighty thouſand white people. This obſervation alone 


may be ſufficient to give an idea of the actual progreſſion of 


both. The Hottentot race ſubject to the colonies devi- 
ates more and more every day from its character and o- 


rigin: they become corrupted and confounded by a mixture 


of the blacks and the whites ; and, as this degeneration 
accelerates, their diſtinguiſning wards will in time diſap- 

ear altogether. The phlegmatic and cold conſtitution 
of the Hottentots ſufficiently checks the progreſs of po- 


pulation already; wiulit the ſame cauſe in the women has 


a contrary effect, and renders them very prolific. A 
Hottentot woman never has more than three or four chil- 
dren by one huſband ; with negroes they have three times 

that number; and with whites they are {till more produc. 


tive. 


If the illegitimate whites are by nature miſchievous ; 


if they are bold, revengeful, enterpriſing, and perfidious 


—is it becauſe they are the offspring of a white man and 


a Hottentot woman, and becauſe the children bear a 
greater reſemblance to the father than to the mother? 

This preſumption, however mortifying it may be for our 
ſpecies, cannot be controverted. If it happen, which is 
very rare, that a white woman has connection with a 
Hottentot, the fruit of their intercourſe always retains 


the good diſpoſition, and the mild and beneficent temper, 


of the father. Theſe inſtances, I mult repeat, are very 
uncommon. In love affairs at the Cape, as in Europe, 
the women ſhew more modeſty, delicacy, and reſerve 
than the men: the latter, on the contrary, never helitate 
to gratify their appetite, whoever the object of it 7 4 
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be; and the dangers that thence reſult are not the ſame 
to both ſexes ; but the baſtards of the white men and 
Hottentot women have in them the ſeeds of every vice, 
and of every ſpecies of diforder. 


This, in general, is what I learned, by living amon 


the Hottentots. But I ſhall ſtop here, leſt I fatigue the 


reader's patience by theſe dry details; and return to them 
only when I may have an opportunity to introduce them 
without being prolix m my account of the various events 
of my travels. 
As I intended to ſpend a confjderable time in Africa, 
my firſt employment was to ſtudy the language of the in- 
habitants; and I indeed ſucceeded beyond expectation. 


The language of theſe people being very poor, has no 


occaſion for words to expreſs abſtract and metaphyſical 
ideas; it is ſuſceptible of no ornament. Though it has 
neither elegant phraſes nor a correct ſyntax, its difficul- 
ties are no leſs inſurmountable to thoſe who are deſtitute 


of genius and patience. I have hôwever been too well 
rewarded for the pains I beſtowed on this part of my la- 


bours, by the pleaſure I enjoyed of being able to converſe 


freely with theſe people, ever to regret that I added a 


knowledge of this ſingular diale& to that of ſeveral other 


languages which have been the chief object in the very 


rigorous education I was brought up in. 

There is no ſimilitude in the Hottentot language, as 
ſeveral old writers pretend, * to the gabbling of turkeys 
«© when they fight, to the cry of the magpye, or the 


* ſcreaming of an owl;” much leſs do its ſounds imitate 


the cry of the Hat, according to Pliny and Herodotus ; 
to judge that it cannot reſemble all theſe things at the 
fame time, we need only compare with one another all 
its different aſſimilations. It is equally tale, that, to hear 


Hottentots converſing together, one would take them for 


a company of ſtammerers. From all theſe aſſertions, 
which are abſolutely contradictory and deſtroy each other, 
we are naturally led to think that no traveller, who has 
ſpoken of the Hottentot language, has ſo carefully ſtudi- 
ed it as to give a clear and preciſe idea of it; and conſe- 
quently, without examining into the cauſes of their aſto- 
niſhing 1 drang I may advance that they have been as 


G2 completely | 
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completely deceived themſelves as others have been miſ- 


le. 4 by E them. 


The language. of the Hottentots, notwithiianding it its 
fngul. nity, and hard pronunciation, is not ſo diſcoura-' 


ging as it at firſt a Ppcars. It may be learnt by perſeve- 


4 


rance; I have nov n planters who ſpoke it fuently, and 


Ii myle elf was able to make myſelt underſtood in a ſhort. 
dime. It is, bow Wewer, in general, very difficult for every 


Furopean; but more fo for a Frenchman than for a 


Dutchroan, a (G er man, &c. eſpecially as the 15 the , and 


Pronounced in the lame. manner as in the lan- 


guag . two latter; that is to ſay, the #, o; and 
the other two letters by expirations, for which ſound 
a Frenchman's throat. is not fornied, and therefore he 
gain > it I C4) : "3 Cc L lat {UN 


By none of the vocabularics hitherto publiſhed, in dif- 
tere Ublications, can a angle word of this language 
be comprehended. It would be BY vain to att empt to ule 
them 


- 


tot would never ſuſpect that he heard his © wen language. 


It would appear as if the authors of cheſe vocabularies 
had purpoſely ſuppreſfed the only mark which often forms 
the whole ſignification of the words ; for they have made 
no mention of different cl appings wich the tongue, which 
are indiſpenſible marks preceding or dividing the words, 


be 1d without which they would have no accurate or diſ- 


81 5 It 2anIMg, 

There are ow kinds of theſe clappings, e each of them 

very different from the other. The firit, which I ſhall 
diftinouiſh by this mark (4), the ſimpleſt, ſofteſt, eaſieſt 
to be executed, and that which'is moſt uſed, is perform- 
ed by preflivg; the tongue to the palate, againit the inci- 
fe teeth, white the mouth is ſhut; then, by quickly de- 
taching the tongue, and opening the mouth at the ſame 
time, this clapping | is heard; which is nothing elſe than 
that ſmall noe, very fa m iliar to us, when, taitened by a 
weariſome perſon, we with to demonſtrate, without ſpcak- 


ing, that our patience is worn out. 
The next clapping (v) is rather more . than 
the other. It is encugh, in order to form it, to detach 


the tongue from the middle of the palate, and to imitate 
the noile which grooms employ to make a horſe go taſter. 


In 
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In this caſe no force is neceſſary, but ſimply to detach 
the tongue, and the ſound is produced of itſelf. Were 
the ſound too diſtinct, it would be impoſſible, or at leaſt 
far from eaſy, to join it as it ſhould be to the firſt ſylla- 
ble of the word that maſt follow it. 

There mutt be greater force given to the third kind of 
clapping (4), which is pronounced with more force, and 
is heard more accurately. It is the leaſt uſed, and 

appears to be the moſt difficult; for it requires great care 

and attention to adapt it properly to the word that pre- 


cedes it, as it is performed by a ſingular contraction of 


the tongue, which is drawn back to the extremity of the 
palate near the throat. It may be readily conceived, 


that, after this contraction of the tongue, conſiderable 


force is employed to puſh it towards the lips, and to pro- 
nounce the words which muſt come after, without any 
thing like a reſt or ſtop. 


Theſe various clappings have likewiſe a different mo- 


dulation, and may be more or leſs difficult to be execu- 


ted, according to the letter or ſyllable which they ftrike, 
and with which, as I have already ſaid, they mult be u- 
nited, not to pervert the ſenſe. In this the ſtrength of 


the pronunciation of this language it may be ſaid conſiſts. 


Theſe various differences ſeem very harſh to an Eu- 


ropean ear, and very difficult to be acquired. Such in- 


deed they appeared to me at firſt, but one ſoon becomes 
accuſtomed to them ; and 1 can affert that this language, 
upon the whole, 1s not deſtitute of harmony, and that in the 
mouth of a Hottentot woman it has its beauties, as the 
German language has its charms in that of a beautiful 
lady in Saxony. 

I imagine that, if pls would attempt to ſtudy this 
language from the vocabularies hitherto publithed, and 
to {peak it without being otherwiſe inſtructed in its prin- 
ciples, they would loſe themſelves in words void of ſenſe, 
and the reſult would be nothing elſe but confuſion—a 
diſguſting chaos, in which the fatigued i imagination only 
diſcovers ridiculous nonſenſe. 

Some few words indeed may be employed without this 
clapping of the tongue, but luch exceptions are not nu- 
merous. 

To ſhew the neceſſity of theſe different Gods: pro- 
duced by the tongue for 25 pur poſe of ſhewing the ſig- 
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nifcation of the words, and BOS they determine the ſyno- 


nimes and different meanings, I fha't give an example, 


as it will render this ſubj:& much caſier to be compre- 
hended. In the Hottentot 1 e aa; » ſiznikies a horle 
and an arrow; it is alſo the names ot + river: the diffe- 
rence alone in the 2 clapping of tongue determines the pre- 
ciſe idea which it is meant to con- ey. Pronounced ſimply, 


without any collifion, it ſignifies a 5 e; wich the fecond 


clapping, of Whit ch 1 nave e 1 pokern 5 it ſignit Es 4 Fi er: 9 and, 
. 2 4 * » 
with the third, it ſignifies an arrow. In the ſame wa 


A-ou ih 15 A rock; A. Pr the name of the bird called a 
buſtard; * 4a 5, that of a poiſonous ſerpent; and 4.4 


4%, is 4 fort of African an 50 Pe 

In addition to thefe three k indy of clapping, which, as 
may be eaſily obſerved, are indiſpenſably neceſſary, cer- 
tain parts of ſome words are nothing elſe but ſounds form- 
ed in the throat ; but is impoſſible to deſcribe them, and 
they can be imprinted in the memory only by long prac- 


tice. I ſhall diſtinguiſh them by this mark (*“) Placed 


above the letter where they are to be made uſe. of. 


But to be more particul: ar and exact, I muſt add, that 


one word often has two different ſignifications, by th 
ſhrilneſs or weak ſound of one of the vowels in it. 

After what has been ſaid, it may be readily ſeen how 
hard it would be to write this language in ſuch a manner 
as to be read and pronounced with that preciſion w hich 


is neceſſary. It would firſt of all be requiſite to form a 


particular alphabet for it; and to accuſtom oneſelt to 
theſe clappings, would be the principal ſtep towards ſuc- 
ceſs. But as the ſtudy of this language will never form 


2 part of the education of our young men of fortune, 


who have no deſire for being ſent ſo far to learn how to 


behave in polite company ; and as, on the other hand, 
it would be of no utility to fatigue the reader by a tire- 
ſome dictionary, which he would not read; I thall there- 
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fore ſuppreſs it, and for the ſatisſaction of my curious | 


readers give a few words only which are connected with 
natural hiſtory. 


If any naturaliſt were deſirous of travelling through the 


ſame country, it would be of great advantag ge to him to 


be able to name to the Hottentots any animal, or other 
ahiecde which he might wiſh to procure. An exact voca- 
bulary 
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bulary of thoſe things which might principally engage 
his attention, would undoubtedly be found ulciul to kim, 
and cannot even here diſpleaſe any one. I eule have 

thought mytelt very Happy had any traveller betore me 
ſmooihed the firſt diflicuities cf this language; for a dic- 
tionary of it would have rendered the com mencement of 
my reſearches leſs diſguſting and leis laborious. I there- 
fore conſider it as a part of” my duty to preient here what 
I fo'much withed for myſelf, and to ſubjoin the primitive 
names of the greater part of the animals of Airica, ſuch 
as they have always been known and dittinguiſhed by the 
Hottentots of the deſerts. I have annexed likewiſe the 
names which the Py at the Kang 19 of Good Hope 
gi ve them. 

It is neceſſary to obſerve that the Hottentots of the 
colonies, having in part forgotten their language, disfi- 
gure what remains by a mixture of corrupted Dutch; To 
th at, without mentioning other inconveniences which 
thence ariſe, animals change their names, or have ſeveral 
different ones, according to the different cantons or colo- 
nies where they are found, This occaſions a confuſion 


not eaſily to be cleared up, and is one reaſon for giving 
the preference to the nomenclature of the natives, whole 
language, which is always the ſame, is prevented from 
unde; rgoing any change or alteration. 
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 Fugliſh Names. 


The Elephant 
The Rhinoceros 


THE Hinpopotamus 


The Giratfe 
'he Buffalo 

The Paſan 

The Koedoe 


The Bubale 
The Zebra 
The Quaga 
The Hare 


A Marmot 
The Wild Boar 


The Ant Bear 


The Porcupine 


A Dog 


Dogs 
A Rat 


A Bat 


A Lion 


A Tiger 


A Tiger Cat 
The Hyzna 
The Wild Dog 
The Jackal 


The Horſe 


A. Bull 

A Cow 

An Ox 
A. Sheep 

A Goat 

A She-Goat 
A Bird 


The Buſtard 


The French Field 
Duck | 
A Pheaſant 


A Martin 


A Partridge 
A. Quail 


A Sparrow 
A. Vulture 


* 


Duich Names. 


7— — n 


Oliphant 
Renoſter 
Zee Koe 


Kameel-Paerd 


Beufffe 
Gems-Bock 


Coudoe 


Harte- Beeſt 
Welde-Paerd 


Quaga, or Welde 


Ezel 
Haaze 


Das 
Welde-Varke 
Erd-Varke 
Yzer-Varke 
Hend 
Honden 
Rott | 


| Vleer-Muyſe 


Leuw 


Tyger 
Tyger-Kat 


Wolf 


Welde-Hond 
Jakals 
Paerd 
Beull 

Koe 

Oſs | 
Schaap 
Bock 

Gytt 
Voogel 
Trap-Gans 
Kor-Haan 


Feſant 

Welde Swaluw 
Patrys | 
Kwartel 


Moſs 
Aas-Voogel 


Hottentot Names. 
A- Goap 
y—Nabap 
y—Kaous 
A— Na-ip 
A— Ka-oop 


A—Kaip 


y—Eoudou, or Gaip 


A—Kamap 
y—Kou : rep 
Nou y—Kouarep 


3 
A—Ou amp 


* 
V Ka oump 
V Hou- Goop 
A—Goup 
Nou ap 
A—Harip 
A— Harina 
Doureup 
A— Nouga-Bouroup 
Gamma 
Garou- Gamma 


| - 
A—Ou amp 


A—Hirop 


A- Goup 
A—Dirip 
Aap 
Karamap 
Goumas 
Coumap 


Goou 


Bri-1 

Tarare bris 
A—Kanip 
A—Ov ip 
A—Haragap 


Koa Koa, or y—Ka-» 
bos 


AO. atſi A—nam- 


bro. 
A—Ouri-Kinas 
A—Kabip 
y—Kabari 
A—Gha ip 


A Wild 
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Dutch Names. 


RS 3; * 
Engliſh Names, 
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A Wild Gooſe 


Mountain Duck 
The Fheniropteros 
A Turtle Dove 

A Mountain 

A Rock 

A River 

A Fountain 

The Sca 

A Tree: . 

7 Waggon 


A Nite 1 
A Camelcon 
A Butterfly 


Three different 
kinds of Antelope 


A Fly 

A Sernent 
A I ortoiſe 
A Lead 
The Guapa 
A Fuſee 


An Arrow 


A Bow : 
An Aſſa gay 
An European 
A Negro 


A Hottentot man 


A Hottentot woman 


1 


Welde-Gans 


Bers-Fend ; 


Flamin 20 


Fortelsl uyf 


K P 


24855 
Rrvic i 
Fon tyin 

* 
* % 
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Boon 
Wan 18 
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Blom 


Nlelek 
Waiter 
V:i-etch 
Vis 


Spen 


Kapelle 
Ree Bock 


Iwryker 
Steen Bock 
Viig | 
Slang 
Sehit- Pad 
Pade 
Lgouane 
Snaphan 
Peyl 

Boog 
Sugaye 
Europees 
Swarte-Jong 


Hottentot 


Hottentoten 


a 


3H 


TIottentot Names. 


** 


Gaamp 


K Karo hei ga 


A- Gaorip 
A - Neis 
A- Dumma 
A Guip 

A Karip 
v4 40 
A- Aaup 
Hour) 

Flat 6 
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Fortin 
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Iahou Tabou 


4 Me 
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Kama 


Act 018 
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y-=-KRaron Koup 


* 
Gnloop 


* 
A- A oump 
A-- Harip 
A—Dinap 


 A—Kanou-Goup 


A-Uuna 


y—Oorokoop 


y—Nateep 
&—Iabooup 
A—AAD 

K gaap 


fn Ab re * Koop 
V- Orce-Gocp 


Kabop 


* * 
Khoe-Klicep 


* 
Tarare-Khoss 


After 
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After. what I have mentioned as to the manners and 
ſimplicity of this nation, one may be ealily convinced that 
their language is poor, aud that before the arrival of the 
Europeans it muſt have been ſtill poorer. The latter in- 


troduced new objects, to which it was neceſſary to give 


names; and on this account the Hottentots of the colo- 


nies have expreſſions neither uſed nor underſtood by the 


ſavage Hottentots, to whom the greater number of theſe 
objects are unknown, 


But whatever be in this, there is always in bn lan- 


guage a great affinity between the thing and the word 


by which it is diſtinguiſhed. For example, they call a 
fuſee 4-La-booup ; and, by the manner in which it ought 
to be pronounced, the clappiag of the tongue, and the 
firſf ſyllable Aa, imitate the noiſe of the cock when it 
falls, ay that of the opening of the pan; in ſhort, the word 
booup conveys, in a ſiriking manner, an idea of the ex- 


ploſion or report. In general the Hottentot language is 


very expreſive; and as theſe people, when they ſpeak, 
always gelticulate, and repreſent in pantomime whatever 
they ſay, a ſuperficial knowledge of their idiom will ena- 
ble any one to comprehend the molt 1 e things ve- 


ry readily. 


It was now three weeks fince my envoys ſet out ; but 
I was not the firſt to form any reflections on the cauſe of 
their delay: I always kept my uneaſineſs to myſelf, not 


| withing to occafion any to thoſe around me; for, by not 


concealing my ſuſpicions, I ſhould only have ſupplied 
them with arms to deſtroy my projects. They could not, 
without ſadneſs, think on my determined reſolution of 


_ penetrating into Caffraria. I ſometimes ſurpriſed my 


people diſcourſing on this ſubject, and more or leſs mur- 


muring againſt their maſter ; but at bottom they were ſtill 


attached to me, and in their converſation I was the prin- 


cipal object of their agitation and fear. They did not he- 


ſitate to call me a raſh man, who, apparently caring very 
little for his life, obſtinately wiſhed to make them ſharers 
with him in a moſt melancholy fate, by conducting them 
to deſtruction. I had too much reaſon to apprehend that 
they had all agreed to quit me, in caſe I ſhould perſiſt in 
my reſolutions; and I judged that nothing embarraſſed 
them but the manner of executing their plot, I 3 
| Oun 
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found out, that of twenty-five conſpirators there were not 
two who were of that mind; thoſe whom I had enga- 
ged to ſerve me in the courſe of my journey, ſaw no 
great hardſhip in this ſecret departure; but thoſe whom 
I had employed at the houſe of Mr Mulder, in the coun» 
try of Auteniqua, and at the Cape under the direction of 
the fiſcal, helitated much whether they ſhould return to 
the town or not. In fine, they could neither ee toge- 
ther, nor come to any determination. 

I was acculed by them of having ſacrificed the envoys z 
and it muſt be acknowledged indeed that their long ab- 
ſence appeared extraordinary. From what Hans told 
me, three or four days at moſt were only neceſſary for 
them to go to the dwelling of King Pharoo; and allow- 
ing as many for them to remain there, and the ſame 
number to return, I found, by this plain calculation, 
that more than twice the time requitite for the journey 
was already elapſed. I therefore began to ſuppoſe that 


ſome accident had overtaken them, or that the ſuſpicions 
of the Caffres had proved fatal to theſe unfortunate peo- 

ple. 
: gain altogether ; but I remuined in a very doubtful ſitu- 
5 ation, neither knowing what to think nor what orders to 
give to the reſt of ray troop, to put an end to their diſ— 


I did not however loſe the hope of ſeems them a- 


putes and uneaſineſs. My brave Klaas thought that we 
ought {till to remain, and to let ſuch of my mutinous at- 
tendants as Giſcovered moſt impatience and ill humour 
depart when they thought fit. 

Meanwhile I put on an air of tranquillity, and conti- 
nued my hunting expeditions as formerly ; but a ſecret 
impulſe led me, mechanically if I may to ſay, to that 
quarter in which I expected to fee my deputies arrive, 
In the evening, being quite caſt down by their not ap- 
pearing, I returned to my camp, to begin the ſame uſeleſs 
and melancholy walk again next morning. Thus do we 
divert imagination, when we 9 to find tae object 
ardently longed after. 

At length Klaas came one evening, and ſuut himſelf 
up with me in my tent, to put the finiſhing hand to my 
diſtreſs, by informing me that he had now loſt every hope, 

nd that Hans and his companions were beyond a doubt 
alſaſſinated; that the guns, ammunition, and arms es 
of 4 
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they took along with them had induced the Caffres to 
deſtroy them; and that this was ſufficient to tempt that 
nation, at war at this time, and in want of every thing 
needful for their defence, and particularly iron, to com- 
mit murder: and he recommended to me not to weary 
out the reſt of: my troop any longer; for, without atliſt- 
ance from them, we thould not be able either to proceed 
or to go back again. X ' 

L was well conv inced of the force of this reaſoning, 
dictated by the fnceielt concern for my ere. and the 
ſafety of my property which I thould have been obliged 
to leave behind me tor want of people to allt me in car- 
rying them. I was almoſt on the very point of yielding 
to the advice of Klaas, and of renouncing m 45 e en- 
gagement never to leave Kocks. Kral the < nly rendez- 
vous where theſe generous envoys wo uld meet with their 
maſter, when we d iſcovered at a diſtance one of the four 
people who guided my cattle running towards ny Camp 
apparently alarm 8 and out of breath. Having nfarin- 
el me that he had jutt obſerved, on the opp« olite fide of 
the river, a conſiderable body of | Caffres of OH] were pre- 


paring to crols it, this piece of intelligepce at fr(t truck 


a great panic into all my attendants; while I alone, till 
flattered myſelf with the fanciful hopes of yet again ſee- 
ing my people, and bent my whole attention towards 
them. As the numerous band which 4 had heard of | 
did not correſpond with my expectations, and deitroy ed : 
the whole illuſion, I ſent off four falileers; under che com- 


mand of. Klaas, to ſearch for my oxen, and to collect 


them all to my camp; deſiring him, after he had done 


this ſervice, to examine theſe itrangers, without diſcover- 
ing himſelf, to get. iuformation whether they \ Were ſo nu - 
merous as I had been taught to believe, and whether any [| 


thing ſuſpicious appeared in their behaviour. I directed 
| 


him to watch their motions likewiſe, in order that he 


might judge what was their del ign and I beſides ſtrictly 


charged him that, in caſe he met with my envoys, he 


ſhould immediately tell me, by commanding his people 
to fire rheir fuſees; but, if the company they thould tee 
were Caffres, to place himſelf in ambulh, and to diipatch 
one of his companions to my camp. Juit as he was a- 
bout to depart, all my cattle arrived, wich the other 
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tree keepers; who, like their comrades, had been filled 
with terror and panic. 

For my oun part, I examined all my arms, and or- 
dered them to be charged, although I kad no deſign to 
be the firſt to begin hol all ties: but, as 1 intended to 
wait determinedly tor the enemy, I was reſolved to make 
every reſiſtance likewiſe in my power; and it was neceſ- 
fary that I ſhould be prepared for ſach an event. 

I freely own that 1 W as not without uneaſinefs: not 
that I feared the event of a battle, for my arms gave me 
too much confidence in my ſuperiority ; but I ſhouid have 
been vaitly ſorry to have been obliged to engage before 
we had come to an explanation. By ſuch a ltep I ihould 
have ruined all my hopes: the pacitic intentions which I 
had always profelled, and which alone could have pro- 
cured me the privilege of travelling through all Caffraria 
in liberty, being deceived by ſuch acts of hoſtility, I 
ſhonld have been ranked with the other planters, thoſe 
burbarous murderers 555 the ſavages, and muſt have been 
looked upon as an enemy whoſe whole caravan ought to 
be deliroved. 

As I was employed in theſe preparations, my wind 
was diſtracted by a variety of reflections; Fol which I 
was very ſudde nly delivered, by a diſcharge of a fuſee as 
a ſignal of joy to all my camp: after the orders I had 
given Klaas, no doubt was entertained that he had fallen 
in wich my envoys. But however favourable this ap- 
pearance was, my people were not yet altogether freed 
from their apprehentions, and 1 found it very hard to 
calm them wholly. The three keepers of my flocks, par- 
ticularly, Perſiſted in affirming, that in all the troop of 
Caffres they had not diſcovered a ſingle Hottentot ; and 
thus again ſuddenly returning from hope to fear, they 
wiſhed to inſinuate, that the fignals which had been heard 
were too evident proots that an action had been the con- 
ſequence, and that Klaas was at this time engaged with 
our enemies. | 

At the corner of a little hillock however, about three 
hundred paces diſtant from us, I diſcovered Klaas him- 


lelf, but alone. By the aſſiſtanc e of my ſpy-glaſs I could 


diitinctly notice his eaſy carriage, and even the features 


of his face, which ſeemed to rromiſe nothing alarming ; 
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but I was ſtill more fully convinced when I obſerved, 
ſome minutes after, all the troop advancing the ſame 


road, in good order, towards my camp. My Hotten- 


tots, joined with the Caffres, gave me cauſe to conclude 
that they were in perfect cordiality with one another; 


and, as they came nearer, I diſtinguiſhed Hans. I then 


ordered that all the arms thould be laid aſide, and delired 
my people to appear as calm and quiet as they could. 
I was very anxious to receive my deputies, and to 


learn from themſelves what riſques I could run for them 


and myſelf without danger. I did not however think 
proper to go to meet them, or to quit my ſmall arſenal, 
until I had heard what theſe travellers had to relate, 
When the Caffres found themſelves within throw of an 


aſſagay, they all ſtopped ; and Hans, quitting the troop, 
came ſtraight towards me. In a ſew words he told me, 


that I was at liberty to purſue my journey into Calfrariaz 
that I ſhould be expoſed to no riſque; that I would be re- 
ſpeed as a friend; that the nation he had quitted invi- 
ted me in the molt preſling manner not to put oft the 
time any longer, and that they would receive me with 
pleaſure ; that I might judge of their general intentions 
by the confidence w ich they ſhewed, and by the liberty 
which ſeveral of them had taken to come and pay me a 
viſit; that they offered me their friendſhip, and requeit- 
ed mine; and, in a word, that they had left their own 
country on the ajluzances that were given them that they 
would meet with a favourable reception trom us. 

As to the delay which had ſo greatly alarmed us, 
Hans told me that, when he came among the Caffres, 
he could not find king Pharoo, who had retired to the 
diſtance of thirty leagues from the uſual place of his re- 
ſidence : that after waiting ſome time in hopes of ſeeing 
him return, fearing that he ſhonld not be able to accom- 


pliſh the buſineſs for which he was ſent, he had reſolved 


to go in ſearch of him; but learning trom a new horde 
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that the chief lad again ſet out, and that no one knew | 


what route he would purſue, or how long he would be 


 abicnt, he had deſiſted from this attempt. Scme belie- 
ved that the prince was gone towards the colonies z and 


others that he intended to viſit the Tambuuchis, a nation 


borderiag on Caffraria, with whom they carried on a trade 
for 
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ior iron and arms. He added, that finding it impoſſible 
to execute my orders, and not knowing what courſe 
to puriue, he thought it would be beſt to return, and 
bring back my two " Hottentots ; but that, from the fa- 
vourable accounts which he had given ot my character, 
and pacific difpolition, ſeveral of the Caffres offered of 


their own accord to accompany him, and in their turn 


to come as a deputation, to aſſure me of the general 
good-will which all the inhabitants bore towards me; and 
that, being fu! ly ſatisfed I was not a Dutch planter, 


they would receive me among th nem as a friend, and even 


as their Mefencler. 
The Callres depended that 1 would enable them to 


take vengeance on a certain planter of Bruyntjes-Hoogte, 


againſt whom they had diſmal complaints to make, and 


whoſe name alone in{pired them with horror. I indeed 


{+ * 


atterwards received ſome- details reſpecting the life of this 
wretch, and . conſiderations prevent me from 
here expoſing his name; but the crimes which have ren 
Greg him a monſter are not unknown to any inhabitant 
of the Cape. In vain has the government repeatedly 
ſummoned him to appear at its tribunal, to anſwer for 
his conduct; entrenched in territories where the laws are 


inactive, and without force, the orders of the governor, 
the threats of his ſubalterns, and all their reſfolutions, are 


to him only fignals for pen pit ratiug freſi enormities. 


But not to enter further into converſation, or aſk more 


queitions,. which would have been unſeaſonable, I gave 
permiſſion to the Caffres to advance. Hans therefore 
wade a ſign to them with his hand, and in a moment I 
found mz {elf ſurrounded. Without comprehending my 
envoys, there were in all nincteen men, five women, and 


two young children. They faluced-me, one after the o- 


ther, by the word table, which I knew as well as they, 
and which was all the anſwer I made to their complt- 
ments; but I underitood very little of their language. 
In their pronunciation they did not employ that clapping 
uted by the Hottentors ; but what ſhewed their difference 
from the Gonaquas malt ſenſibly, was their manner of 
ſalnting. Phey all ſpoke together, and with a precipita- 


tion and volubility which appeared to me ſo much the 


ſtranger, as I had becn lor almolt a year accuſtomed to 
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the ſlow manner of my indolent Hottentots. I could not 
conceive to what cauſe this confuſed noiſe winch buzzed 
in my ears was to be imputed ; and I entirely loſt all pa- 
tience, as I was not able to catch any {cund accurately. 
Although I could not underitand what theſe Catllres 
ſaid to one another, I obſerved that their attention was 
very much engaged, either with my camp, my perſon, 
or my people, and their different motions. Their eyes 


roved with rapidity {rom one object to another; and eve- 


ry thing in turn ſtruck them with ſurprife. I have ſome- 
where read that aſtoniſhment indicates gern ice 2 
ignorance does not prove want of abilities. This ref lec- 
tion may be applied to the Caffres, ior undoubtedly they 
Re be acculed of ſtopidity; and between them and 
he Hottentots there is a vait diſtance, in reſpec to inge- 
1 and induſtry. Hans had boaſted much to them of 
my double- barrelled fuſees and piſtols; and from his ac- 
count they were inclined to conſider my arms as wonder- 
ful things. One of them, in the name of all the reſt, ha- 
ving aſked permiſſion to ſee them, I ordered them to be 
brought forth; and I ſhewed them to them without ma- 
nifeſting the leaſt ſuſpicion, Being handed about from 
one to "another, they were examined and turned over 
with the moſt minute attention; but their eager curiolity 
required ſomething more. This I expected, and I luc- 
kily had an opportunity of gratifying them. Obſerving 
wo ſwallows cleaving the air before me, I fired at them, 


and they fell at the diſtance of a few paces from us. 


This ſudden action, performed with the utmoſt compo- 
ſure, redoubled their aſtoniſhment ; and they knew not 


which moſt to admire, the arms, or the perſon who uſed | 
them. It is certain that this lucky ſtroke, wich might 
not have ſucceeded, inſpired them with the higheſt idea 
of my {kill; and 1 took advantage of it to impreſs them | 
with a deeper ſeaſe' of my ſuperiori ty. I aſked them, by 
ſigns, whether they could do the ſame with their aſſagays; 
but they ſhook their heads with a ſmile, and gave me to 
underſtand, that with theſe weapons it was impoſſible to 
Til a bird flying. One of them, however, riling up, | 


pointed to my ſheep, which were feeding at ſome diſtance, 
and ſignified that he and his companions could ſtrike 


them running, as well as other ue, whether of 


p greater 
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greater or leſs fize. Hans then preſented to me a young 
Catfre, who was perfectly well formed, and whoſe perfon 
immediately prepoileſſed me in his favour. Before this pe- 
riod 1 had never ſeen any of theſe people but, as one 
may ſay, in a rude ſtate. I however could not be ſatis- 
h-d with contemplating thi and his companions 


89 


this youth; 
aiiured me that he was conlidered in the country as one 
of thoſe who were molt expert in throwing the ailagay 
and the hort club“; and that his dexterity in this reſpect 
had acquired him great reputation. 1 had heard fo 
much of the Caffres, and of their formidable arms, that 
I] eagerly embraced this opportunity of being convinced, 
by my own eyes, what a young Caitre could do who was 
only eighteen years of age, and who boalted of his {kill 
with is. much ſimplicity. As it was near dinner time, 
and as I propoſed to regale all theſe people, as well as 
my own, 1 ſent for a ſheep; ; and pointing to it with my 
fiage r 1 gave the youth pet emiſſion to take aim at it. In 
his leit hand he held five allagays, one of which, at my 
deſire, he grafped in his right; and the ſheep, being let 
looſe, began to run towards the flock. In the mean time 
he brandithed his ailagay with force; darted forward by 
four or five rapid leaps, and having diſcharged the wea- 
pon, it flew threw the air w ith a whizzing noiſe, and 
pierced through the ſides of the animal; which ſtaggered, 
and fell down dead on the place. 
could not hide on this occation my joy and my aſto- 
niſhment. 80 much tkill and ſtrength, added to grace- 
tulnels, excited the admiration of all my people. Vanity 
is an univerſal paſſion; but it is modified according to 
manners and climates. In Europe it ſparkles in the eyes 
and in every feature of a brautiful woman, and inſpires 
her with haughtineſs; it is the ſoul of talents, and gives 
birth to maſterpieces of every kind; it conceals itſelf even 
under the coarſeſt attire and rags: In Africa, a ſavage 
cannot hide it: the teſtimonies of approbation which we 
all beſtowed upon my Fong Cailre, elevated his looks, 
and made the muſcles of his face expand, Proud of ſuch. 


a triumph, and of my ene his feet no longer touch- 


* A fort of weapon they uſe in the ſame manner with the aſlagays 
J have a large and a ſmall one in my collection. 
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ed the earth; he meaſured my height, ſtood cloſe by me 
and looked as if he ſaid, In what am I below you? 

He equally delighted his own countrymen with his ſuc- 
ceſs: they fixed their eyes upon me, and endeavoured to 
diſcover by my countenance what effect this diſplay of in- 
genuity had effected upon me. 

I had ſeveral occalions afterwards to obſerve, 5 
theſe people need only an able chief at their head, and 
god order eſtablihed among them, to deſtroy the Hot- 
tentot nation, and all the colonies; but the ſuperiority of 
our arms will render their courage and dexterity of no 
avail, whillt they have no other weapons of defence but 
their aſſagays. 

Having extracted his larce ſrom the body of the ani- 

mal, the young Caffre itruck the iron point of it ſeveral 
times into the ſand, and carefully cleaned it with a hand- 
ful of graſs. 9 

JL was very ſorry that I was not able to explain my ſelr 
properly to theſe ſtrangers; the oak of time necellary 
for interpretation, and perhaps the narrow conception of 
the interpreter, excited my impatience to ſuch a degree 
that I could ſcarcely contain it. On the other hand, be- 
ing more open and lively than the Hottentots, and ha- 
vipg in their character nothing approaching to their taci- 
turnity , theſe people gained upon me in volubility and 
from the time of their arrival 1 had: done nothin g but 
return anſwers to thoſe queſtions with which their Fg 
ſity continually teazed me. As I withed rather to be in- 
formed than to inform, I flattered myſelf with the hopes 
ct ſeeing their volubility of words and confuſed geſtures 
ſoon at an end; and that at length J alto ſhould have my 
courie, when the firit warmth had abated. 

More foreſeeing than the Hottentots, and depending 
leſs on chance for their ſubſiſtence, they had not ſet out, 
as ue commonly ſay, without full pockets. They had 
brought along with them ſeveral oxen intended for pro- 
viſion, and four more to carry their baggage. Nor had 
they forgot thoſe beautiful batkets which 1 had admired 
jo much among the Gonaquas z and which they propoſed 
to exchange by the way, or With us, on very We 
eus terms. They had alſo ſome cows with their cal» es 
{© that this caravan had an air of wealth and riches which 
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one would not expect to ſee in the wretched valleys cf 
Savoy. 

I traced cut, at : little diſtance from my camp, the 
exact pot where I withed them to lodge; and being more 
fortunate or better obeyed than Idomeneus, when he 
built the city of Salentum, within a few minutes I ob- 
ſerved a ſmall colony riling up before me. 

Having kindled our fires, we cut the ſheep into pieces 
and roaſted it; and in a little time nothing remained of it 
but the ſkin, 1 was not ignorant how powerful an agent 
intereſt is to move all men, and how much it tends to dif. 
pole chem to benevolence. In my preſent fituation I put 
in practice this principle, which had fo often ſucceeded 
with: me before. Bei: g. delirous of gaining over theſe 
Caffres as I had Feen the firſt ſavages 1 met wich, and 


particularly the Gonaquas, I diſtributed among my gu-lts 


different kinds of 151 5 and a certain quantity of tobacco. 
They accepted my preſents with greut pleaſure, and each 
of them began to ule them instantly: 

* a = » . - 1 . „ * 

But what principally occupied their attention, and 
what they would have willingly pilfered from me, was 
iron. They devoured it wich their eyes, extolling it 
highly, and ſeeming to value it above every thing elſe, 


| Happ ening to lee ſome hatchets, pick-axes, large augers, 


and utenſils of all kinds, which were behind my waggons, 
they coveied them with a tort of in apatien Ces and ſeem- 
ed only to want an opportunity to lay hands. on them, 
I however well knew how iavages ougat to be treated, 

and 1 feared them ſo very litt tle, that, even if I had not 
been ſo well armed, I ſhould have chearfullj given up 
theſe objects to e . Sn as I carried along "with me 
ſo many implements, they were become ſo indiſpenſibly 
neceilary, that it was not pofſible for me to be generous, 


and ſacrifice them. Nevertheleſs, in order that 1 might 


deſtroy their defire, or at leait weaken its ardour, fince I 
could not deprive them of a knowledge of theſe uſeful 
utenſils, I ordered them to be concealed with care. From 
what I had learned of the embarraſſment under which 
theſe ſavages were reſpecting their arms, I iound that to 
expoſe them any longer to temptation, was indeed dan- 
gerous, as it might lead them to form reſolutions hurt- 
tul to my repoſe, and to get poſſeſſion of thoſe articles by 


ſtratagem, 
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ſtratagem, if they could not by open force. Such in ge- 
neral is the character of the real ſavage, and ſuch is na- 
ture. No one has a right to retain that which belongs to 
all, and the leaſt inequality would be a ſource oi the great- 


elt misfortunes. Whoever has read Captain Cook's Huypuges 


to the South Seas, muſt have remarked that this navigator 
and his crew never landed wit chout ſuſtaining ſome loſs; 


the iſlanders robbed them even in their veſſel, carried a- 
way the arms of thoſe who were ſent out on hunting par- 


ties, and Role the ſailors clothes, &c. Dr Foriter informs 


us that Dr Sparrman, after being robbed of his iword, 


loſt alſo in the ſame excurſion two-thirds of his clothes. 
The Caffres and the Hotrentots have not yet attained to 
that degree of dexterity ; but they are not entirely free 
from blame in this reſpect. To continue on friendly terms 
with them, one muſt wink at many trifling loſſes, or lock 
up their property with great care. 

I met with a fatist: ory evidence of the urgent neceſ- 


ſity under which the Caffres were of procuring iron. I 
blamed mytelf for having made them advance perhaps 


too ſoon, and ſor not having taken proper precautions. 
I however followed them, and gave orders that they 


ſhould be narrowly watched ; and both 1 and Klaas per- 


ceived, though not without unneatinels, by the manner in 
which they converſed together, and meaſured the length 
and thickneſs of the bands that ſurrbunded the wheels of 
my carriages, how much delighted they were with this 
treaſure. Had theſe people been able to read, and had 


they found in certain books, replete with excellent mora- 


lity, which are common in the hands of our ladies of ta- 
ſhion, that the ſimpleſt means of reſiſting temptation is 


to yield to it—this maxim, which is rather too pit oſo- 
Phical, would not have been looked upon by the Caffres 


as a piece of humour, much leſs as an abſurdity, and my 
ruin would have been inevitable. 

My Hottentots, from their jealouſy nd ſuſpicion, were 
however ſtill attentive to every thing that pailed ; and, 
as if my own remarks had not been ſufficient, they came 
every moment to add rheirs, and to entertain me with 
ſome new ſcene. I eaſily gueſſed their motives, for I 
every moment ſaw a ſpirit of diſcord fomenting amongſt 


them; and it was then that, taking the whole blame, L 


juſtly 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA, 33 


juſtly reproached myſelf for occafioning the ſenſible cool- 
nels I remarked among my people, which my too great 
precipitation had given rite to; and I regretted that I 
had very unſea! orably ſtopped at Bruyntjcs: Hoggte, to 
ſolicit tbe allitance cf al the Planters, who by their 
ſpeeches frightened my people, and dilturbed the harmo— 
ny of my caravan: ſo true it is that the ſucceſs of every 
undertaking depends in a great meaiure upon ſecrecy. 

L obſerved at this time indeed nothir g to alarm me: 
for we had too great a ſupcricrity over. dur gueſts, both 
in ſtrength and in a had it been recetlary to have re- 
courte to viclence, the lift means which onght to be em- 
ployed with ſavages. I had no cecation to be apprehen- 
five of any ſurpriſe on their part, as the ſpot I had at- 
ſigned them was fo fituated that the ſmalleſt attempt 


would have occaſioned their deſtruction ; ; but this did not 


prevent me from redoubling my precautions and ſeverity, 
both to keep my people to their duty, and to convince 
my gueſts that they could neither attack me openly, _ 
by liratagem, with any hopes of 3 1 1 excep 

two of my chaffeurs whom I every day ſent to Reppin 
proviſions, and four other people who guarded my cattle 
at paſture, there was not one of them that ever went out 
o my ſight. As for me, I remained continually in my 
camp, where I ſpent whole days in converſing with the 
Caffres, and in making au interpreter explain their an- 
ſwers to thoſe queſtions which I every moment put to 
them, from a deſire of being inſlructed, and receiving 
certain information reſpecting this nation, ſtill leſs known 
than that of the Hottentots. Our mutual em barraffment, 
and the difficulty of tranflating our different expretizons, 
waited, I ruſt own, a gre at deal of time. The knows 
ledge 140 quired every day came ſo flowly, and amounted 
to 51 little, that I ſpent a whole week in theſe laborious 


2 converſations ; but finding at length nothing but affabili- 


ty and pro bit y amongſt them, and being convinced chat 


they acted Encerely and without deceit, L was under much 


lets reſtraint: I diveſted myſeif of part of my reſerve, 


and forced al Il my peop ple to be quite at eaſe while among 
them. 
A more intimate acquaintance with their language 
ſoon rendered our converſations much more intereſting; 
1 began 
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I began to make myſelf underſtood, and I could much 
eaſier underitand what they ſaid to me. 

1 was continually importuned by them to follow them 
to their country, and they twenty times repeated all thoſe 
inducements which my interpreter had mentioned on his 
arrival. I was indeed too much eee to liſten to theſe 


ſeducing invitations ; but it never was my intention to 


{et out with chem: the reaſon of this « will be ſeen hereaf- 


ter. I é therefore begged to be exc: ated, telling them that 


it was impoſſible tor me to get ready ſo ſoon as they wiſh- 
ed; and then examining them all in the ſtricteſt man- 
ner, I added, that, not being acquainted with their 
country wyfelf, I had been told that it was filled with 


mountains and woods, difficult to be paſſed, and that on 


this account I could not carry my oxen and carri: ages a- 
long with me. They appe: wed to be very little afkected 
with this declaration; and from the pleaſure which they 


ſeemed to tettify on my promiting ſoon to pay them a 


viſit, ! judged that they had very little ex pet; tion to get 


poſteſſion of my large pick-azes, and the iron which tur- 
rounded my waggon wheels, 


However, as I exureiled my friendſhip towards them, 


and made them promiles, I proportion: wbly obſerved their 


Vengcance cindle up in thei r countenances, and that they 
ſeemed to place their only hopes of ſafety i in me, They 
held many conferences, preſſed cloſe one to another, and 
Ucenty ſuzwed by their geſtures the high opinion 
which they had formed of my ſtrength, and of my fin- 
ere deſire to ſerve them. The name of the 7 
inhabitant of Bruyntjes-Hoogte was continually in thei 
mouths ; and one of them, tha aking his head through foite 
and rage, told me that, among other victims, his wite 
ready to lie-in, and two children, had been butchered b 
the hand of this planter 3 ; and that a thirſt of blood had 


hurried him to this crime, merely from a pleaſure of 


committing it. However ſhocking the following anec- 
dots may appsar, I mutt give it a place here, in the ſame 
way in which it was mentioned to me, and as it has been 


ſince certified to me upwards of twenty times. 


At the time when the planters and the Caffres lived 
on friendly terms together, and had no reaſon to tear or 


0 perſecute each other, the tiger oi Bruyntjes- Hoog- 


te; 
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te, who was diſconcerted by this harmony, and who 


could not be Dappy except when ſurrounded by carnuge 
and ſlaughter, in hopes of ſtirring up the flames of war, 
and reviving ancient quarrels, thought proper to ; rocure 
from the town a few gun-barrels, w Rich v ere of no more 


value than old iron. Having calily found means to ex- 


change them with the Caffres, who are always in want 
of tuch things, before he delivered them he tpiked up 
the touch-holes, put a- double charge of Power into each 
of them, and filled them with nails and pieces of iron, 
which he rammed into them up to the u. outh. The un- 
fortunate ſavages, who were rut acquainted with fire- 
arms but from their effects, aud who knew nothing of 
their mechaniſm, carried home thcir. barrels, and pre- 
pared to form them into atiagays. The fires being kind- 


Be 


led, and the fatal barrels put into them, as oon as they 


grew hot the powder took fire, and produced a dreadful 


exploſion, which in a moment ſcattered the immenſe jur- 
nace; the Or kmen, ard their inllruments; and Even 


wounded a great many who ſtood at a conſiderable di- 
ſtance. One ot thein who tod me this circumitance, of 


which the whole horde were wit! belles, made me number 


the wound: he got in this tragical experiment, and the 


indelible wounds with which all his body was overſpread. 
A ſingle anecdote of this kind is enough to juſtify the 


implacable hated which rages in the rankled breaſts of 


the Caffres ; and which we may even affirm that they 
bring into the world with them. Why, therefore, ſhould 


we contider as the effects of a dijpolition naturally tero- 


cious, thoſe ſudden and unexpected attacks, which are 


only at bottom jult repriſals? Nature has not been more 


a ſtep- mother to the Cattres than to any other ſavage na- 
tion; all equally revolt at injuſtice and tyranny ; and the 
calmeſt and moſt peaccable beings that we know, the 
Caribs of the ſouthern coaſts of America, are changed 
into furious lions, if any inco 5 invader is only bold 
enough to attact them in their mean retirements. 

It theſe Cailres, v hen worn . by perſecution, and 
Perpetually plundered and haraſſed, have been led to 
commit acts of cruelty; it their plans f for being revenged 
have ſometimes ſucceeded; and if they have tied and 
deſtroyed crops, burnt plantations, and mailacred the 

proprietors, 
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proprietors, the white people lent them ter fury, by 
ſetting them examples of the moſt dreadiul violence, 

The implacable diſlike of the Caſires oy unluckily per- 
vades a part of tlie FLOKentors, whom the inſidious and 
treacherous policy of the pl. inters b 45 perverted, and en- 
gaged in their conſpiracies, in order to leſſen thoſe riſques 
to Which the method necel ne to be purſued with the 
Cates expoſes them, and to be able to meet them npon 
an equal tooting. Theſe precautions, howey er, are often 
of no avail againſt the ad: Ire ſs and active vigilance of the 
enemy. The Hottentot, too timid, and too badly arm- 
ed, to ſhew himſelf openly, depends much upon ftrata- 
gem: taking upon himſelf the office of ſpy, he filently 
rechnnoitres the polts occupied by the adverſe party; and, 
above all, thoſe where their treaſures are depoſited. But 
the piercing eye of the Caffre ſoon diſcovers his ſecret 
motions ;z and darting upon the ſpy like an arrow from a 
bow, he falls the victim of his vengeance in an inſtant. 

By paying attention to this nation, ſo much abuted, 
and that abuſe every day encrenſing, I began to form a 
no leſs favourable idea of them than I did of that of the 
Hottentots; and from my own principles, and manner 
of behaving to the ſavages, I could not allow my ſelf to 
think that I was in any danger rem either of them. My 
hours, the pleaſures and occupations of which J continu— 
ally varied, rolled on like the pait, without trouble and 
without aneabuiels. I had begun my hunting excurſions, 
and my gueſts followed me in turns; but 1 choſe to be 
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accompanied, in preference to any other, by my young 


Callte, who afforded me the ſatisfation of ſeeing ſome- 


times a gnou fall by his hand, and ſometimes Res © i 
mals, which he killed with bas formidable afſagay with 


as much dexterity as he had ſhewn in piercing the theep. 


In one of our hunting parties he aſſiſted me to kill a mal: 


hippopotamus of an extraordinary ſize; it was the only 3 
one we had met with, and perhaps the only one to be " 
found in the compaſs of ten miles: the firing of our ſu- 


fees, which thundered on all fides from morning till 
night, had undoubtedly frightened all the reſt. I did 
not find in this one that flavour which had given me ſo 
much pleaſure in the firit female I killed. My people 


pretended that it was too old; and that, beſides, a female 
| | Was 
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was always ſuperior in delicacy. Its fleſh had a more ſo- 
lid conſiſtence, but it was not ſo thick as that of the fe- 
males, which differ in nothing from what we call in 
France Pelit fate ; but, above 415. it was dilgu ſtingly ran- 
cid, except for the palate of a Hottentot. The Taffres, 
who are not ſo fond of greaſe as the Hott entots, ſet no 
great value upon it, and preferred the fleſh of their oxen, 
The very ſheep did not ſeduce them; and this may abun- 
dantly account for their never rearing any of theſe ani- 
mals themlelves. 

I had not yet cloſely ſurveyed the horned cattle which 
they brought with them, becauſe at break of day they ſtray- 
ed to the thickets and paſtures, and were not brought back 
by their keepers tul the evenin g. One day, how ever, 
having repaired to their kraal very early, I was mucl 
ſurpriſed when I firit beheld one of theſe animals. I 
ſcarcely knew them to be oxen and cows : not on account 
of their being much ſmaller than ours, ſince I obſerved 
in them the ſame form, and the ſame fundamenta!) cha- 
racteriſtics, in which I could not be deceived; but on 
account of the multiphcity of their horns, and the variety 
of their different twiſtings. They had a great reſem- 
blance to thoſe marine productions, known by naturaliits 
under the name of fags horns. Deing at this time per— 


ſuaded that theſe concretions, of heb I had no idea, 


were a peculiar preſent of nature, I conſidered the Caf— 
fre oxen as a variety of the ſpecies: but I was nndeceived 
by my gueſts, who informed me that this lingularity was 
only the effect of their invention and talte; and that, by 
means of a proceſs with which they were well acquaint- 
ed, they could not only multiply thete horns, but alſo 
give them whatever forms their imagination might ſug- 
geſt. Having offered to exhibit their ſkill in my pre- 


ſence, if 1 had any deſire of learning their method, it ap- 


peared to me ſo new and uncommon, that I was willing 
to ſerve an apprenticeſhip ; and during ſeveral days I at- 
tended a regular courſe of lectures on this head. 

They ſeize this animal at the tendereſt age they poſit- 
bly can: and, when the horns begin to ſprout, they make 
a ſmal! vertical inciſion in them with a ſaw, or with any 
other inſtrument that may be ſubſtituted for it, and di- 


vide them into two parts. This diviſion makes the horns, 
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yet tender, ſeparate of themſelves; ſo that in time the 
animal has four very diſtinct ones. If they are anxious 


to have ſix, or even more, ſeveral notches made with the 


ſaw produce as many as may be required: but if they 


are deſirous of forcing one of theſe diviſions, or the whole 


horn, to form, for example, a complete circle, they cut 


away from the point, which muſt not be hurt, a ſmall 
part of its thickneſs; and this amputation, often renew- | 


ed, and with much patience, makes the horn bend in a 
contrary direction; and the point meeting the root, it exhi- 


bits the appearance of a perfect circle. As it is certain 
that inciſion always occaſions a greater or leſs degree f 


bending, it may be eaſily underſtood that every variation 
which caprice can imagine may be effected by this ſimple 
proceſs. I 7 
In a word, one mult be a native Caffre, and have 
his ideas, together with his patience, to ſubmit to that 
minute care and unwearied attention required for this 
operation, which in this country can only be uſeleſs, but 
which in other climates would be hurtful : for the horn, 
thus disfigured, would become weak; whereas, when 
preſerved ſtrong and complete, it keeps at a diſtance the 
ſtarved bears and wolves of Europe, 9 
During my reſidence among the Caffres, examining 
their oxen and utenſils, and haraſſing them with queſtions 
reſpecting their country, their manners, and their cuſ- 
toms, my attention was attracted by a hollow noiſe which 
ſeemed to proceed from a great diſtance, and which 
ſtruck my ear at certain intervals. Having aſked them 
what it was, and whether they heard it as well as I, they 
informed me that three or four of their companions were 
employed at the bottom of a ſmall rock, which they had 
diſcovered in the neighbourhood, in forging ſome arms 
from bits of old iron they had brought with them, or 
procured in exchange by the way. Being equally anxi- 


ous to know whether they had not ſtole ſome of my uten- | 
ſils, as curious to learn their manner of proceeding in an |? 
operation ſo difficult for ſavages, deſtitute of even the 


ſimpleſt tools, I prevailed on two of them to leave the 
reſt, and to conduct me to the forge. As this unexpec- 
ted viſit, which furniſhed me with an opportunity of gi- 
ving theſe people ſome information reſpecting the firſt 


mechaniſm 
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mechaniſm of a forge, of which they had little idea, may 
have been attended with very important conſequences, I 
muſt not omit the ſmalleſt circumſtance of a tranſaction, 
Y FF which was perfectly new both to me and theſe ſavages. 


le They forge and mould their own aſſagay; but, as they 
ar are ignorant of any of the properties of iron except its 
1 z malleability, their art does not extend ſo far as to caſt it; 
and on this account they mult have that which has been 
5 5 already wrought. They are wonderfully expert in ap- 
u 2 plying to their own purpoſes old gun-barrels, hoops, and 
n other pieces of iron. Their aſſagays are of two kinds: 
of in one the handle is entirely of iron, and perfectly round; 
on 


the other, which is more ſkilfully, I ought rather to ſay 
le cruelly, formed, has a ſquare handle, and two of the 

angles are full of notches inclining downwards, whilſt 
Ve I thoſe of the two alternate ones incline in a contrary di— 


ar rection; which occaſions a dreadful larceration in the 


1s F fleſh, whether they enter the body or are extracted from 
ut it. Their patience.cannot fail to excite admiration, when 


in, one thinks that with a block of granite, or even common 


rock, which ſerves them for an anvil, and a piece of the 
2 ſame ſubſtance ſor a hammer, they ſabricate arms as well 
2 finiſhed as if they had come from the hands of the moſt 
3 {kilful artiſt. I defy any blackſmith, notwithitanding all 


thing, with the two inſtruments I have ſpoken of, equal 
to what theſe ſavages produce. | 


fire, at the bottom of a rocky eminence, and were draw- 
ing from it a pretty large bar of iron, which was red hot. 
laing placed it on the anvil, they began to beat it with 
ſtones exceedingly hard, and of ſuch a figure as rendered 
them eaſy to be held and managed in the hand. They 


what appeared to me molt extraordinary, and afforded 
me an excellent opportunity of giving them ſome uſeful 
1 an leſſons on its mechaniſm, had they been capable of put- 
the ting them in practice, was their bellows. Their bellows 
the indeed, which was a moſt wretched inſtrument, was com- 
Ipoſed of a ſheep's ſkin properly ſtripped off, and well 
ſewed. Thoſe parts that covered the four feet, which 
firſt nad been cut off as uſeleſs, and even incommodious, 
nim 12 were 


D 


his ſkill, and every effort of his ingenuity, to ſhape any 


The Caffres whom I ſaw were gathered about a large 


ſeemed to perform their work with much dexterity. But 
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round which the ſkin was drawn to 
faſtened. The perſon who uſed this inſtrument, holding 
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were tied. They had alſo cut off the head; and placed 
in the orifice of the neck the mouth of a gun barrel, a- 

gether, and carefully 
the pipe to the fire with one hand, puſhed forwards and 
drew back the extremity of the ſkin with the other; and 
though this fatiguing method did not always give inten- 
ſity to the fire ſuſicient to heat the iron, yet as theſe 
poor Cyclops were acquainted with no other, they were 


never diſcouraged. I ſincerely pitted them; and the 


| pains they took to accompliſh their end, redoubled the 


pleaſure which I enjoyed in pointing out to them an eaſter 
and much more eſfectual proceſs, I had great difficulty 
to make them comprehend how much ſuperior the bel. 
lows of our forges in Europe were to their invention; 
and being perſuaded that the little they might catch of 
my explanation would ſoon eſcape from their memories, 


and would conſequently be of no real advantage to them, 


T reſolved to add example to precept, and to operate my- 
ſelf in their preſence. Having diſpatched one of my 
people to our camp, with orders to bring the bottoms of 
two boxes, a piece of ſummer kroſs, a hoop, a few ſmall 
nails, a hammer, a ſaw, and other tools that I might 
bave occaſion for—as ſoon as he returned, I formed in 
great haſte, and in a very rude manner, a pair of bellows, 
which were not more powerful than thoſe generally uſed 


in our kitchens, Two pieces of hoop, which I placed in 


the inſide, ſerved to keep the ſkin always at an equal 
diſtance; and I did not forget to make a hole in the in- 
ſerior part, to give a readier admittance to the air—a 


ſimple method of which they had vo conception, and for 


want of which they were obliged to waſte a great deal of 


time in filling their ſheep's tkin. I had no iron pipe; 


but, as I only meant to make a model, I fixed to 
the extremity of mine a toothpick caſe, after ſawing off 
one of its ends. I then placed my inſtrument on the 
ground, near the fire; and having fixed a forked ſtick in 
the ground, I laid acroſs it a kind of lever, which was faſ- 
tened to a bit of packthread proceeding irom the bellows, 
and to which was fixed a piece of lead weighing ſeven or 
eight pounds. To form a juſt idea of the {ſurpriſe of 
theſe Caffres on this occaſion, one muſt have ſeen _ 

what 
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what attention they beheld all my operations; the un- 
certainty under which they were, and their anxiety to 
diſcover what would be the event. They could not re- 
ſtrain their acclamations, when they ſaw me by a few 
eaſy motions, and with one hand, give their fire the 
greateſt activity, by the velocity with which I made my 


machine draw in, and again force out the air. Putting 


ſome pieces of iron into their fire, I made them in a few 
minutes red hot, which they undoubtedly could not have 
done in half an hour. This ſpecimen of my ſkill raiſed 
their aſtoniſhment to the higheſt pitch. I may venture 


to ſay that they were almoſt convulſed and thrown into 


a delirium. They danced and leaped around the bellows; 


each tried them in turns, and they clapped their hands 


to teltity their joy the better. They begged me to make 
them a preſent of this ſurpriſing machine, and appeared 
to wait for my anſwer with impatience, not imagining, 
as I ſuppoſed, that I would readily give up ſo valuable 


a piece of furniture. It would gratify me much to hear, 
at ſome after period, that they uſe my bellows, that they 


have brought them to perfection; and, above all, that 
they ſtill have a remembrance of that ſtranger who firſt 
ſupplied them with the molt eſſential inſtrument in me- 
tallurgy. | 

The inhabitant of Caffraria lives ſo familiarly amidſt 
his cattle, and talks to them in ſo mild a manner, that 
they pay the moſt perfect obedience to his voice. As 


they are never tormented or treated cruelly by their keep- 


ers, theſe peaceful animals never uſc againſt them thoſe 
arms which nature has ſupplied them with. The pro- 


prietor taking upon himſelf the care of inſtructing and 


cleaning them, does not even tie up the cows in order to 
be milked. If maternal ſenſations, however, ſpeak for- 
cibly to their inſtin&, and lead them to keep back their 
milk for the uſe of their young, the means adopted by 


the Caffres to compel them to yield, are much ſimpler 


and leſs diſguſting than thoſe uſed by the Hottentots. 


A ſhackle is put round one of the animaPs hind feet; a 
robuſt man then drags it backwards, and being hurt by 


this attitude, ſhe then ſuffers her milk to flow. They 
uſe the ſame method when a cow has been deprived of 
her calf, Whether this difference between theſe cows and 
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thoſe of Europe, 0115 inktcs from their nature, their ſpecies, 


Gr the: climate ; it is certain that it exiſts, and that the ex- 
pedient 1 ase row ods necelary, and practiſed in gene- 
ral by the au väges | | 

The mils i recinyd in that kind of baſkets which I 


have before mentioned, and which are commonly made 


by the women. Their 1ize varies according to fancy, 


but their form is always the ſame. Being very light, 
and in no danger of breaking, they are, without doubt, 
preferable to our veſſels, of v.hatever ſubſtance they may 
be. As the women who were in my camp had not ne- 
glected their tools, and had brought reeds with them, 
that they might not be idle, I amuſed myſelf in ſeeing 
them weave ſome of theſe beautiful baſkets, which, as 
ſoon as tinitked, they very readily exchanged with me for 
toys... 

They were careful to waſh them thoroughly before 


they drew down the milk into theſe veſſels ; but this was 


not ſo much owing to a cleanly turn, as with the de- 
ſign of rendering them cloſer in their texture; for, how- 
ever much I may be prepoſſeſſed in favour of theſe ſava- 
ges, as I proleis that it is my intention to fay every thing 
with regard to them that I know, I muſt not hide even 
their faults. I mult therefore acknowledge, that the 
Caffres are accuſtomed always to ſeaſon their utenſils 
with their own urine; and that they never give them- 
ſelves the trouble to ſearch for water, when it is not juſt 
at hand, | | — 
This method, which they uſed before my eyes, was 
not very delicate. They were mindful every evening to 
bring me a baſket full of milk, which my people and 
Kees, much leſs difficult than their maſter, gladly ac- 
cepted. I, however, took care to avoid ſhewing befor 
my neighbours the invincible diſguſt which their daily 
preſents gave me; and I would rather have been poiſon- 
ed for a tew moments than have diſtrefled or mortified 
them by a refuſal ; for it has been my uniform maxim, 


in all the places through which I travelled, never to op- 


poſe received cuſtoms. Nothing can offend or irritate a 
people more than to attack, by ſatire and ridicule, their 
opinions, their taſte, and their uſages; and, indeed, no- 
thing is more abſurd and indecent, I am ſorry that I 

have 


r 
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have this accuſation to make againſt the molt ſocial and 
the moſt amiable of nations; and to fee them in this reſ- 
pect an object of reproach even to their neareſt neigh- 


bours. 


Can it appear ſtrange that one does not obſerve 


at London, the air, the manners, and the politeneſs, of 
the agreeable coxcomb of the banks of the Seine? A man 


of ſenſe never openly cendemns, 


any thing tkat he ſees 
practiſed in thoſe countries through which he travels: 


however ridiculous their prej! zudices may be, he Pretence 
to reſpect them, becanſe he has no right to oppoſe them. 
This method, which leaves an open field for reflection, 
procures him a flattering reception, and thoſe attentions 


which are due to all men of every country. 


If there is 


a caſe in which the application of theſe principles is indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary, it is, above all, with regard to ſava- 


ges. In my opinion, nothing is ſuperior to roaſt beef 


and plum pudding, when I dine in England; I would 
ſwallow train oil with __ Laplander; and, among the 


Hottentcts, ſatisfied wit 
get bread, and look upon corn as uſeleſs. 


E their ſteaks, 1 could eaſily for- 


However ſtrong the Callre's attachment may be to his 
flocks, it is by no means excluſive; he has a violent af- 
fection, that even becomes a kind of paſſion, for his dog, 
and he ſhews every attention, and the moſt extravagant 


fondneſs, for this animal; 


gratitude, therefore, ſoon in- 
duces it to become his beſt friend. My pack were never 


ſo much careſſed, nor ſo well fed, as when this ſmall 
horde remained with me: my great Yager, above all, 
raiſed their admiration ; they conſtantly told me, that he 


was a mot noble animal ; 


and ſo much were their minds 


infatuated wr.h regard to him, that there was not a man 
in the company, who, if I had defired it, would not 


have given twelve oxen in exchange for him. 


It muſt 


be confefled that Yager was one of the ſtrongeſt and beſt 


made dogs in the colonies. 


Neither he nor any of his 
companions ever left my gueſts, with whom they ſpent 


the greateſt part of the day i in their kraals. Theſe good 


people allowed them to lap quietly the milk in their baſs 
kets; nor did they ever dare to touch it until theſe para- 


{ites were ſatisfied. 


I am fully perſuaded, that theſe a- 


nimals, which returned every evening to their kennels, 
would have been of no ſervice to us, had we been threat- 


ened | 
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ened with any danger from the ſavages. They were fo 
much attached to the Caffres, and had become ſo little 
accuſtomed to my people, that when any of them wan- 
dered too far, and returned to the camp later than uſual, 
he was forced to tell his companions to call back the 
dogs, and not let them atrack him, and perhaps tear 
him to pieces. | 

Upon the ſmalleſt appearance of any villainy or treach- 
ery on the part of the Caffres, I would have ordered my 
whole pack to be tied up; but, as I ſaw nothing that 
could awaken my ſuſpicions, had I prevented them from 


enjoying the company of my dogs, I ſhould only have 


mortified them to no purpoſe, and deprived them of a 
Pleaſure which attached them more and more to my per- 
ſon ; and I ſhould have likewiſe aboliſhed that liberty by 
which they were every moment rendered more ſteady. 
My way of thinking, in this particular, was likewiſe 
peculiar to myſelf. In vain ſhould I have attempted to 
make the Hottentots adopt my opinions; for a panic ter- 
ror keeping them always in continual dread, all my re- 
preſentations and remarks on the openneſs and affability 
of theſe ſtrangers, and even their own imprudent acknow- 
ledgements, were not capable of rooting out their preju— 
dices. Caffraria, according to them, was ſoon to be the 
tomb which I took a pleaſure to dig with my own hands 
and as they refuſed to be accomplices in my death, they 
would by no means conlent to be the victims of my raſh- 
neſs. Neither the dread of puniſhment, when I ſhould 
come again to the Dutch ſettlements, nor my threaten- 
ings of challiling fuch baſe deſerters on. the very ſpot, 

could deter them from their propoſal. «+ 

This alteration always ſeemed to me to be ſomerhin 

new; and I was much diſappointed to ſee them ſo obſti- 
nate in thwarting my defires, and ſo forgetful of their 
duty. I had, it is true, found them refractory and dif- 
obedient before I arrived at Bruyntjes-Hoogte, when I 
ſaw myſelf cruelly abandoned by the horde who had for 
' ſome time travelled along with me, and by the detach- 
ment that joined me in the night: but here circumſtances 
were widely different. We had no affura»ces or promi- 
ſes from the Caffres; we had never beſore fallen in with 
any of them; their manners, their character, and their 
| way 
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way of living, were entirely unknown to us; prejudice, 
which is generally ſtrengthened by the abſence of danger, 
had always repre! ſented” them to us as a ferecious and 
ſanguinary people. The ſcheme of penetrating through 
their country as far as the ſea, might therefore juſtly a- 


larm men deſtitute of firmneſs and intrepidity; but at 


this time I could fee nothing in their reſuſal except obſti- 


nacy and diſobedience, and a certain ſpirit of diſorder, 


which inſpired them with a diſſike for the tediouſneſs and 
fatigue of ſo long a journey. There were other reaſons, 


which I was then ignorant of, and found out when too 


late, which all contributed for the ſame purpoſe. 
Reſolved notwithllanding, to purſue my own plan, and 
anxious that I ſhould be acc mpanied only by people who 


had never dared to ſhew the leaſt ſigns of diſobedience, 
who could boaſt of having ſubjected obſtacles to my plea- 


ſure, and who had never dictated to their chief, as max- 
ims of prudence, what were only the precautions of their 


fear and pulillanimity, I tormented my imagination, if I 


may fo call it, and made a thouſand efforts to deviſe ſome 
means of extricating myſelf from my diſagrecable ſituation. 
I depended upon Klaas as on myſelf, and I was equal- 


ly ſure of old Swanepoel and my hunter Zean, who had 


followed me from Milk-Valley, and who killed for me 
the firſt Z eiran or blue antelope Pit and Adam were like- 
wiſe both ſtrongly attached to me; and Narina's couſin, 
and two of his companions, had offered me their ſervices; 
but all theſe three being entirely unacquainted -with the 
uſe of fire-arms, might be as much atraid of diſcharging 
a fuſee as of receiving the fire of others. They, howe- 


ver, added to my number, and I hoped to be able to de- 


rive ſome benefit from their help. Tke Greeks who ſac- 
ked the city of Troy of old had neither the power nor 
the arms of Achilles. 

Accompanied only by theſe eight 85rd I determined 
to attempt this journey; but as my plan was not yet pro- 


perly digeſted, I thought it would be proper not to give 


any intimation of my deſign until the departure of the 
Caffres, whom I withed particularly to know nothing at 
all about it. 

One ſecret, 3 which had always eſcaped me 


before, notwithſtanding all my foreſight and care, unex- 
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pectedly cleared up part of my ſuſpicions. Klaas arri- 
ving one afternoon from a hunting excurſion, entered my 
tent, and informed me that four baſtard Hottentots were 
concealed in my camp, and that he ſuſpected them to be 
ſpies ſent by the planters of Bruyntjes- Hoogte. He un- 
deritood, he ſaid, from ſuch part of the converſation of 
theſe villains as he could overhear, that the whites knew 
of the arrival of the Caffres at my camp, and of their re- 
{dence there; that they all murmured on this account, 
and were aſtoniſhed that I ſhould receive their moſt inve- 
ter ate enemies with ſo much cordiality. Klaas ſtrongly 


urged me to be on my guard until he thould learn more; 


requeſting me, above all, to be extremely cautious of 
depending on one of my people, whoſe name was Slin- 


ger, and whom he believed to be acceſſary to their de- 


ſigns, and to co-operate with the four emiſſar ies in a pri- 
vate way. | 

Enraged at the boldneſs of theſe people, and the im- 
prudence in entering my camp, I ordered them immedi- 
ately to be brought before me. By their timid and em- 
barratſed gait, I could eaſily perceive their guilt ; and I 
aſked them, in a ſtern manner, by whoſe orders they had 
dared to introduce themſelves among my people, and to 
conceal themſelves without letting me know, as if they 


hoped to eſcape detection. This ſpeech, delivered rather 


in a harſh tone, my threats of inflicting inſtant puniſh- 
ment upon them, and the paſſion with which all my fea- 
tures were animated, frightened them ſo much, that they 
were incapable of returning an anſwer. I added, that I 
ſuffered no ſpies near me; that I always ſuſpected thoſe 
who entered my camp privately, and that rhey deſerved 


to be punithed as traitors; that I did not conſider chem 


of 10 much conſequence as to proceed to ſuch an extre- 
mity ; but that they might, whatever had been their in- 


tention, tell thoſe who ſent them every thing they had 


ſeen ; that being perfectly maſter of my own will, no one 


had a right to call me to an account for my actions; that 
an irreproachable conduct placed me beyond the reach of 


fear ; that, as I never eſpouſed quarrels in which I had 
no concern, I had no reaſon for entering into any with 
theſe Caffres, by whom I was ſurrounded, and to whom 
I would readily render thoſe ſervices which friendly and 
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inoffenſive people had a right to expect from the compaſ. 
ſionate and juſt part of mankind; that I would be an- 
ſwerable for their good behaviour, and take them under 
my protection as long as they remained with me; but 
that equity, which prompted me to defend them, would 
alſo determine me to turn my arms againſt them, ſhould 
I obſerve them make the leaſt attempt to diſturb the re- 
poſe of the planters. I concluded by obſerving, that. I 
Was ſufficiently acquainted with the conduct of both, to 
be convinced that theſe ſavages, who breathed nothing 


but peace and quiet, would by no means be firſt in gi- 


ving the ſignal for hoſtilities being commenced, 

In conſequence of this ſpeech, which was keen enough, 
I ordered theſe four baitard Hottentots inſtantly to quit 
my camp, and made four of my fufilcers accompany 
them until they ſhould be out of my ſight. I warned 

them, that if ever they ſhould think proper to return, 
whatever might be their pretext, I would pur ive them as 
I would do wild beaſts; and every other perſon who 


might appear with the like intentions, as thoſe which had 


brought them. "This laſt threat feemed to make conſide- 
rable impreſſion on my Hottentots; who on hearing the 
noiſe, had ailembled around my tent. When 1t came to 
their turn to be interrogated reſpecting the ſecret abode 
of theſe ſpies, whom they had harboured in fo criminal 


a manner in my camp, not one of them ventured to utter 


a ſingle word in his own defence. I therefore gave vent 
to very cutting and ſevere reproaches, and threatened to 
put the firſt of them to death who ſhould dare to direct 
his ſteps towards that quarter in which the planters lived, 


with whom I withed them to have no communication 


whatever. As for Slinger, treated him in a very harſh 
manner, and politively diicharged him ever to leave his 
ſtation without leave from me. 

Thoſe of the Caffres, who were beſide r me during this 
ſcene, having remarked, that I had mare than once al- 
luded to them by my geitmes, they ſeemed to be alarm- 
ed at marks of anger w which were diſplayed in my looke, 
and by the conſternation that prevailed among my Ha t- 


tentots. They readily perceived how much I was incei 


ſed againſt them for what had paſſed in my camp; but es 
they underſtood leſs of our language than I underitood 
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of theirs, they were as much ſurpriſed as uneaſy at all 
this noiſe. By their eyes, which they turned firſt to one 


| Pde and then to another, and fixed fometimes on eur coun- 


tenances, they expreſſed the perplexity and ſuſpenſe with 
which their minds were agitated. Hans, however, took 


care to explain this enigma, and I thought that they then 


became much more compoſed ; but when he informed 
them that the planters had taken ſhelter ſo near us, they 


were plunged into the utmoſt diſtreſs. They imagined 


that, being informed by the four ſpies, whom I had dif- 
miſſed, of their abode with me, theſe treacherous and vin- 
dictive white men would immediately haſten to attack 
them, and to deſtroy them even in my camp. In vain 
did I endeavour to allay their fears, by aſſuring them that 


they were perfectly ſafe, and that I would ſupport and 


protect them. I no longer beheld in them that open and 
ſincere joy which proceeds from tranquillity of mind. 
They conferred much more than ufual with one another, 
and appeared as if they were concerting meaſures toge- 
ther, and withed only to depart, in order that they might 
fly from the danger that threatened them. Hans, who 
had accompanied them that evening when they retired to 
their kraal, confetied to me next morning, that they ſuſ- 
pected him to be a traitcr v had enticed them to me 
to be butchered, and that, conſequently, I mylelf was 
not free from ſuipicion; that they remembered one of theſe 
four baſtard whites to have often viſited their country, 
under the pretence of exchanging cattle z that, believing 
him to be a fincere friend, they had repoſed the greatelt 
confidence in him, and never jaw him arrive among them 
without teſtifying their joy at his preſence; but that this 
monſter ſoon betray=4 them in the baſeſt manner, and 
that he Uurit not aiterwards appear among them, from 
the terror of finding, by inſtant death, the juſt reward of 
his perfidy. Fs 

I was likewiſe told by Hans, that they entered into a 
reſolution to return; and that they begged him to pre- 
vail upon me to give them ſome old iron, in exchange 
for a few oxen which they had brought along «with them. 
I however, flatly reiniſea to grant them this article, gi- 
ving them to underſtand that it was impoſſible for me to 
comply with their requeſt, as I was unwilling to be ac- 
cuſed 
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accuſed of having ſupplied them with arms againſt the 
planters; thar, without any intereſted views, and merely 
from a delire of obliging them, I thould, under any other 


circumſtances, have deen extremely happy to give them 
this mark of friendſhip; but that they mult be ſenſible, as 


affairs then ſtood, that b 1 was not at liberty to behave to- 


wards them ſo hong urably as T withed ; that, except iron, 
every hing I poſtetſed was at their ſer vice; that 1 would 
give the 71 44 proof of this before their departure: and, to 


ſoften the agen of my refuſal, I added, that being | 


deſirous of continuing in friend thip with the whole world, 
and of obſerving, both towards them and the planters; 
that ſtrict neutr: uty which I had always profeſſed, I was 


ready, upon every occalion, to give the fame anſwer to 


their enemies, thould ey, when in want of arms or am- 


munition, come to implore my aſſiſtance in order to con- 


tinue the war. 
Although nothing could be more plain and accurate hin 
this anſwer and the concomitant explanation, theſe ſavages, 
who are never diſcouraged by the firſt refuſal, returned to 
the charge, and renewed their importunities more than 
once; but my reſolution was formed, and upon this head I 


Was inexorable. I was fully acquainted with the exagge- 


rating diſpolition of the planters, who would not have 
failed to accuſe me of perhdy for the leaſt article extorted 
from me by their importunity, and for ſhewing weakneſs 


or condeſcenſion in ſuch a delicate juncture. I do not 


doubt that they would have even gladly embraced this 
opportunity of being revenged for the contempt with 
which I had more than once treated them ; and they 


would then have no longer wanted a pretence for ren- 


dering me criminal. However powerful this prudent 
policy might be, which induced me to behave in this 
manner towards them, I had fill a motive of much 
greater weight. Being too much above the attacks of 
theſe banditti, and their atrocious conſpiracies, by refu- 
ling arms to theſe ſavages againſt the planters, and to 
the latter reſources againſt the ſavages, 1 prevented them 
from continving their horrid ravages. In caſe either of 
the parties ſhould be exhauſted, as had more than once 
happened, I could not ſupply them without taking a part 
in their quarrels; and this conduct would have very ill 

Vol. II. K agreed 
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agreed with the integrity and ſentiments of my heart. 
I even heſitated in accepting a few cattle, which were 
offered me by the Caffres in barter for a quantity of 
beads and toys, which I gave away to them when they 
left me. 

I was very anxious that the young Caffre would con- 
tinue with me; but I had no greater ſucceſs in endea- 
vouring to entice him, than his companions had in at- 
tempting to prevail on me to give them old iron. Nei- 
ther my preſents, nor the promiſes I made of leaving 
him at liberty to depart in caſe he ſhould not find his fi- 
tuation agreeable with me, had, any effect upon him. 
He withſtood my ſolicitations with fo much firmneſs, that 
I loſt all hopes of having any influence over him: © I 
know the whites too well, ” ſaid he to me; 3 © they have 
« done us much hurt, ee” ſtill continue their injuries: 
« were I ſimple enough to follow you, in vain ſhould 1 
„ require you to fulnl your promiſes : 1 ihould never be 
« permitted to ſee my country again.” From the very 

juſt prejudices entertained by his nation, who in the time 
of peace had ſometimes {r equented Bruynt;es-Hoopte, he 
was afraid of being treated in the ſame manner as the 
planters who inhabit that part of the country treat their 
Haves: and had he, from an attachment towards me, 
yielded with a good grace, and conſented to follow me, 
he was not aſſured, he ſaid, that I ſhould always have it 
in my power to protect him, and to ſend him back ſafe. 
1 did every ching J could to deſtroy this prejudice, tell- 
ing him that he ought not to confound all the Dutch na- 
tion with thoſe ſanguinary and pertidious planters; that 
he ought alſo to enquire whether the people I had in my 
ſervice were unhappy, or had any cauſe to complain; 
and that all of them were their own maſters, and might 
quit me whenever they choſe. In ſpite of all theſe rea- 
ſons, this young man remained firm in his determination 
with amazing obſtinacy; ſo that finding all my labour 
vain, I ſolicited him no farther. 
The frequent hunting expeditions, and the little al- 
tercations that aroſe in conſequence in my camp, had in- 
terrupted my eaſy and familiar converſation with the 
 Calfres a good deal; but they did not make me entirely 
forget to procure information. I returned to this ſub- 


xt 
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ject from time to time, and they gratified my curioſity 
vith that cordiality with which a grateful ſenſe of my 
kindneſs had inſpired them. The news of their intended 
departure made me (ill more eager to alk them queſti- 
ons: above all, I had not yet forgotten the unhappy 
people who had been ſhipwrecked ; but they could not 
make me acquainted with all thoſe particulars which TI 
was deſirous of learning. They knew only that ſuch 
a misfortune had happened ; but as they were eſtabliſhed 
to the north-welt, and {till more diſtant from the ſea, 
they could tell me nothing certain reſpecting that unhap- 
py cataltrophe. They had indeed ſeen the greater part 
of the effects carried away from the wreck of the vellel ; 
for ſeveral hordes had bartered them for cattle, and even 
thoſe who were in my camp had ſome of theſe things in 
their poſſeſſion. One of them ſhewed me a picce of fil 
ver coin, which was ſuſpended from his neck; another 


wore a {mall ſteel key; and they deſcribed, in the beſt 


manner they could, a trinket which they had divided in- 
to pieces. I readily gueſſed that it mult have been a 
watch, the wheels and other works of which they had 
converted into ornaments, I was fully convinced that 


my conjecture. was right, when having produced mine 


they all cried out that it was the ſame thing, except in 
colour, which they faid reſembled the piece of money ſuſ- 
pended from the neck of their companion. They added, 


that the moſt beautiful articles procured from the ſhip 


had fallen into the hands of a numerous body of Caffres 
who lived near the ſea; that, above all, they had in their 
Poſſeſſion a great deal of money; but that with reſpect 
to the people who had eſcaped from the waves, they had 


heard that ſome of them were found lying dead upon the 
beach, and that the remainder, more lucky, had reached 


a country where white people like me lived. 
My converſation with theſe Caffres always concluded 


with repeated ſolicitations to accompany them to their 
country; but ſuch a ſtep, even had it been agreeable to 


me, would have been very inconſiſtent with prudence : 
for though I might be convinced that they were incapa- 


ble of deceiving me, of attempting my lite, or of robbing 
me of my effects; yet it was proper that they ſhould be 
ignorant of the quarrels I had with my people: and that, 
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as the reſt refuſed obedience, it was impoſlible to carry 
more along with me than eight. On the contrary, I was 
extremely happy to think that on their return they would 
inform their countrymen that we were ſtrong and nume- 
rous, and that we had nothing to fear from them. Had 
a diviſion taken place, they might have ſuſpected ſome 
bad deſign ; and there w ould have been nothing to pre- 

vent them, whilit amuſing me CHOY their horde, from 
ſending out a detachment to plunder my camp, and maſ- 
ſacre thoſe whom I had leſt to defend it. When I re- 
flected on the numberleſs barbarities committed by the 
whites, I determined to be on my guard againſt th eſe ſa- 
vages, Ns whom I ſhould have had not ning to fear 
under any other circumſtances; and on this account alſo 
J laid 11 down as an eſtabliſhed rule, which I obſerved 
with the utmoſt rigour, never to permit any ſtranger to 
enter my camp in the night-time. Old Swa mepoel took 
care that this regulation ſhould be ſtrictly followed: we 
always ſlept ſeparately, immured in our encloſures, and 
no one was even ſuffered to go out during the night, as 
the ſavages always choſe that time to attack the whites, 
who were eaſily perceived, and could, be ſeen at a diſ- 
tance, on account of their clothes. As my abſence would 
have been publicly known among theſe Caffres, I ſhouid 
have been very uneaſy tor the fate of thoſe whom I left 
at my camp; but as I kept irom them the exact time I 
propoſed to depart, I imagined they would inter, that 
when I ſet of I would not leave any thing behind me 
for I had mentioned to them my intention to ſend my 

carriages back again to the colonies where I got them. 
Upon the 21ſt day of November they all appeared to 
tell me that they were prepared for ſetting out. On this 
occaſion they renewed their proteſtations of gratitude and 
friendſhip, promiſing that, wherever they paſſed, their 
firſt care would be to tell what they had ſeen ; how mnch 
they were obliged to me; and in how affectionate and fa- 
miliar a manner I had treated them during their long re- 
fidence in my camp: and added, that the riches with 
which I had loaded them would awaken he envy of 
more than one ; and that all the hordes would wait for 
me with the greateſt impatience, and ſee me arrive among 
them with pleaſure. The deſcription which they promi- 
k : 1 N ſed 
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ſed to give of my camp, m; perſon, and above all of my 


beard, would, they ſaid, ferve thoſe who did not know me 


as a mark to diftinguilh me by, and make me be received 
in a very different manner from that in which they would 


receive a planter. They then all turned, as if by agree- 


ment, towards my tent, over which a flag was waving, 
and aſked me if I would not bring it with me, in order 
that mey might be able to obſerve me at a diitance. On 
my apſwering in the affir mative, they immediately ſhout- 
ed for joy; 45 ik, not contented wich the! hopes J had gi- 
ven them that I would pay them a vitit, they entertain 
ed nd apprehenſion that I would be confounded with their 
dee able perſecutors; and as if they had wiſhed, from 
a e love towards me, to protect my perſon from e- 
vet kind of inſalt. Aſter the uſual tabes, J accompani- 
ed tiiem as far as the river, which both they and their 
cattle croſſed by ſwimming; and when they reached the 
oppolite bank, I ſaluted them, for the laſt time, with a 
general diſcharge of all my guns. They then went on 
their road, and getting among the valleys and thickets. 
they ſoon got out of my view. 

I ook a drawing of two of theſe people, who, with e- 
qual condeſcenſion and aſtoniſhment, ſuffered me to per- 
form this operation. They are here given in the fifth 
and fixth plates. When thefe Caffres had departed, I 
flattered myſelf that my people would make ſome reflec- 
tions on the peaceable manner m which they had lived 
among them; that they would be ſenſible how ill-tound- 


ed their tear was; and that they would at laſt conſent to- 


accompany me. In order however that 1 might not ap- 
pear to be anxious on this account, or for carrying my 
project into execution, and that I might ſuffer them to 
purſue their own inclinations, I reſolved to ſet out imme- 
diately, for the purpoſe of paying a vilit to the venerable: 
Haabas, intending on my return, if I found any change 
in their ſentiments, to move my camp and begin my 
journey, that they might not have leifure to repent. Du- 
ring the time that the Caffres remained with me, I had: 
ſeen only two Gonaquas, and I was deſirous of renewing; 
my acquaintance with theſe worthy neighbours, and ot. 
knowing what had paſſed amongſt them ſince our ſcpara- 
K 3. tion, 
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tion. Having repaired to their kraal alone, they teſtified 
every mark of joy as ſoon as they recollected me; they 
all crowded around me, and they called to each other. 

and flocked together from all quarters, ſo that I was 
foon ſurrounded. Haabas informed me what tears both 
he and his horde had entertained whilſt the Caſtres reſi- 
ded in my camp; and he aſked me an hundred times 
whether they were acquainted with the place of his re- 
treat. I did every thing in my power to calm his unea- 
fineſs : I told him that the Caffres entertained no hatred 
againſt the Gonaqua Hottentots, who, they were con- 
vinced, had no communication with the whites or the o- 
ther Hottentots, and who, on the contrary, lived in a 
feparate horde; that, beſides this, the preciſe ſituation 
of their kraals was unknown to them ; but that, in any 
event, it was the ſureſt and belt method of ſecuring the 
common ſafety for them to remove and eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves ſomewhere elſe. Haabas agreed to this propoſal 
with the greater readineſs, as he placed little confidence 
in the fine ſpeeches of the Caffres, fince not long before 
they had obliged him to enter into hoſtilities with them: 
on this account, he ſaid, it was the molt prudent plan to 


' take every precaution, and to avoid ſuch a misfortune. 


Haabas had ſo good an opinion of me, that he aſked my 
advice reſpecting the new eſtabliſhment which he was a- 
Hout to form; and it was reſolved that as ſoon as it could 
be effected he ſhould ſet off for the mountains in the welt 
and leave the Caffrarian country which extends on the 
north-eaſt ſide altogether. | | 

The borders of the Sondag bounded the Caſfres for- 


merly, and their principal "babitations Rood on the 


Þr uyntjes. -Hoogte, ſome faint veſtiges of which ſtill re- 
main. The expreſs orders, as well as the intention of 
government, were, that theſe limits ſhould always be ac- 
counted ſacred ; but the planters, who have neither the 
ſame views nor the ſame wiſdom as a political admini— 
ſtration, finding the lands of their defenceleſs neighbours 
much. better than their own, in procels of time took poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, and with impunity drove theſe people be- 
jond the Groot Vis. The commands of the governors, 
hecon.ipg leſs and leſs regarded, had no ellect, and their 


great. 
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great diſtance encouraged theſe abuſes, by which means 
they daily were more common. 

During my Ray with Haabas I kept my {ſelf quite pri- 
vate, and for ſeveral reaſons I did not remain here long. 


Being deſirous of knowing whether he could not engage 


ſome of his people to unite with thoſe three who had vo- 
luntarily offered to accompany me when I paid my firſt 
vilit to the Gonaquas, I defired him to put the que eſtion 


to them; and I found that there was only one who heſi- 


tated, and who at | gave a flat refuſal: but as I 
was unwilling to uſe compulſion, or to afford any cauſe 
of complaint to theſe worthy people, I defired the three, 
who had readily agreed to my propoſal, to mect me at 
my camp in the courſe of four days. In conſequence of 
this arrangement they had full time to put their affairs 
in order, and to make rea dy their armour. 

J could not take my carriages along with me, as I 
could depend at moſt upon no more than eight people to 
accompany me in my journey to Caffraria. It was ne- 
ceſſary that I ſhould have ſome oxen to carry my bag- 


gage, and I had not one accuſtomed to this ſervice z we 


oO 
to fulfil the terms of it as ſoon as I returned. All this 


was the buſineſs a moment. Notwithſtanding the preſ- 

ſing entreaties of the chief, and of the whole horde, I 

reſolved to quit them immediately; and I pretended that 

I had a thouſand things to ſettle amongſt my ov peo- 
D 

ple. I did not however behold this retreat with the lame 


therefore agreed to make an exchange, and I promiſed 


' pleaſure as before; I found myſelf crotizd in every polli- 


ble manner, and 1 obitacles ſeemed to ariſe at ev ery 
ſtep: beſides this, I found myſel! exhautted with fatigue, 
Before 1 took leave of Haabas, I did not forget to en- 
quire concerning my untortunate patient; but I had no 
inclination to ſee him again. He ajjured me, that all the 
means employed till that time had been attended with no 
other effect than that of preſerving cleanlineſs around his 
perſon ; but that his ſufferings were neither leſſened, nor 


were there any hopes of his life. I enquired alſo con- 


cerning the beautiful Narina, and was informed that 
both the and her mother were then abſent. gn 
that ſome of the horde were gone in jearch of her, I 


the 


N " N , — 
a A CEE Ie - r a — 
6 „ 333 RD 2 41222 —— . ; 8 
- — 9 — - ” 
„„ „ wa . 82 [> 2 3 8 1 
<a. - = - : _ o * * 
— * ' X > fy Vs "Ir D "% — * — 2 x 
—_ 2 _ _ 


AL EGS 
-- - 


n 
— DIL Oy 


al 5+ mp r 
— w# 
> 4 
— 


2 . 
or 
g 


— 
— 


2 b 
< 


* 2 
— 


3 


3 
— 


2 5 
Fr Ca 


3 


— 


* —— * — « = 
, — — —— — — n > 
3 . At — — SE — 
— —— - — 5 = - > 12 
0 . bf OS OA o r 4 7 > — * _ 
ou” 5 wn " 
S2 — _ = bv _ * 
__ „ . 27 
— r [5 3 1 2 1 
COUP WISER * * = Pa: rat} 2 - 
— ian. non . * r , w_ . 


4 * a." "a - 2 — 6.4 — 
- ä 
©. * — A — 
2 3 2 *. 5 4 
- « x4 — 
— ” 
2 — — — > 
— X. 
— 
- 
= — — a TIE 
2 7 wes > ” 
— * <0 C 
— == 
. LE 
7 9 ASS 3 
— S — 2 335 <a 


RE 


— 


* = — = & - 
. 32 T7 br Ei _ 
pY * LS * 
3 =O E ET = 
— 
— — 26>, 


116 TRAVELS IN AT RICA. 


the more ſolicitous n this reaſon to ſet out; and after 
faluting Haabas, I went bog to my © 

Having got back thicher, 1 ſummoned 1 my y people; one 
by one before me, being deſirous bearning e their 


own mouths what wer e intentions, in order to diſ. 
cover whether there wet {ome mus us tel! s a- 
mongſt them, who r ekred 0 nip; wo chem by A 


ſpirit of ſedition and revolt. Ther Aers al tende to 
the fame purpoſe, and they grounded thr ein reli anc: only 
upon the terror into which my rah had thrown them; 
but, however incenſed I was at this -diſet dience, and 


however diſagreeable the conſequences were likely to be, 


EL had not refolution enough to reprimand them. A great 
many arguments pleaded tor them in my mind; and 1 Was 
convinced that my attachment to them was yet too tirongs 
and ſatisfied that fear had alone ſeduced them, ind had de- 
ranged their heads, the rather that they told me that they 
diſliked the entering a country from which they never ſaw 
either white men or Hotteatots return. I adviſed them 
to continue at leaſt faithful to me, and not to loſe light 
of my kindneſs in my abſence, and how much they ſtood 
indebted to their maſter. By their geſtures and lcoks I 
could eaſily obſerve the impreſſion which theſe laſt words 
made upon them, and how far [ might have depended 
upon their affection had I not attery pred to compet tem 
to undertake this fatal journey, I promiſed to ſhew them 
the ſame attention 1n ali time 98 and 1 that myſelf 
up in my tent. But part of the night I ſpent in f:rming 
my plan, and thinking of means to execute it with all the 
caution and haite I could. 
early, I called for the Hottentots on whom I had de- 
pendance, and I again informed them that I was ready 


to ſet out with them, if they were ſtill determined to go 


along with me; and, to relieve their minds of every 


doubt, and to thew that I was not proceeding ra uy, I 
aſſured them that I had no deſign to penetrate far into 


Caffraria, if I met with no impediment, nor any ſort of 
diſcontent from them; that as from the accounts I got 
from my meſtengers, I could not expect to find the king 


very readily, I propoſed merely to viſit the Caffres, who 


expected me very anxiouſly, and then to ſtrike off to- 
wards the eaſt, in order to get near to the coaſt, where 


The following [Org very 
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we might probably diſcover the veſſel which had been 
ſhipwrecked. As they all adhered to the promiſe which 
they bad made me, I addreſſed myſelf to Swanepoel; and 


informing him that I looked vpon him as another ey 


and completely inveited him with ail my authority, while 
] ſhould be abſent, I intreated him to ſuperintend my 
camp, and maintain good order there, as I had no de- 
pendance on any other perſon. 

On the day fixed, the three Gonaquas arrived, ſo that 
we had only now to make ourſelves ready, and to lay in 
a ſtore of proviſions requiſite for our jor NeF- I filled 
two leather bags with gunpowder, which I tied in a third, 
to keep them from damp ; ; and we caſt balls of various 
ſizes, made a good deal of imall thot, and I took eight 
fuſees along with me, leaving e 

camp. Ih then gathered tog ether various kinds of beads 


and toys, which 1 arranged ſeparately into bags and 


ſmall boxes, and packed up a woollen coverlet, a big 
cloak, and ſome other articles, which I thought would 
be ablolutely requiſite. For my kitchen, we took only one 

kettle, a boiler, a little tea, ſalt, ſugar, &c. My ey 
were likewiſe employed in rolling up their ſkins, mats, 
and utenſils; and they did not neglect to deſire me to lay 
in a proper quantity of tobacco and brandy. The buſtle 


and commotion, and the running up and down, which 
theſe various preparations occaſioned, would have been 


a very amuſing ſcene to me, had my mind been at eaſe, 
and all my people inclined to follow me: —it would have 
afforded a noble ſubject for a painter. On the other 
band, the aſtoniſhed and dejected air of the cowards who 
remained, preſented a ſingular contraſt ; thoſe who were 


to ſet out exalted their voices, and looked upon them 


with a ſort of pity ; one might have ſaid, that they 10 


longer acknowledged them, and that they were not of 


the ſame nature. The former ſuſficiently ſhewed the un- 
eaſineſs they experienced at our departur e, and their de- 
jection from the thoughts of ſeeing me no more upon their 


head: they anxiouſly wiſhed to learn how long I ſhould. 


be away; but this had as little dependance upon me as it 
had on them, 
Having 


eight more to deſend my 
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Having packed up our baggage, and done every thin 
needful, we determined to "et out the day following, 
which was the third day of November. 

Our fires being kindled in the evening, I ſet myſelt 
down as uſual, together with all my people, in order to 
drink our tea; and I took this occation to adminiſter a 
gentle advice to thoſe who were to abide in my camp. I 
diſcovered to them no mark of diſcontent ; I even feem- 
ed to approve of their reaſons; being well convinced that I 
ihould not change the fixed reſolution of thoſe who in- 
tended to accompany me: but as to the concern which 
they ſhewed for my perſon, I informed them, that J 
placed too great confidence in my brave friends who were 
to go along with me, not to be quite at eaſe. I adviſed 
them to be ſtrictly obedient to the commands of old Swa- 
nepoel, and I promiſed to reward every one who ſhould 
act agreeably to the good opinion which I had hitherto. 
entertained of them from their behaviour. In a word, in 
order to leave no regret in their minds, and that I might 
efface every trace of our mutual diſagreement, I com- 
manded a general bumper to bz handed about. T. hey 
all drank ſucceſs to our expediion and every one retired 
to reſt, 

As I could not ſees during the night, I awakened my 
people by day-break ; when we prepared our baggage, 
and got my tour oxen ladened. 

During our breakfaſt, I defired that all my dogs ſhould 
be tied up: for if this ſtep was not taken, all the pack, 
which foreſaw the time of our of-ſet, and which tor this 
reaſon diſcovered every mark of joy, as they did whene- 
ver we changed our encampment, would have in nedi— 
ately got before us, and diſperſed themſelves througa the 
fields. I only took five of them with me. 

Previous to our taking leave of one another, I took 
Swanepoel aſide, and mentioned to hin, that if I found 
it either hazardous or impoſſible to traverſe all Caffraria, 
I would undoubtedly be back in fſtæen days; but that, 
if he did not ſee me in the courſe of fix weeks, he might 
ſet out for Camdebo, which was his own country ; that 
J left him at liberty to take this route even before that 


time, if he feared that there would be the ſmalleſt hazard 


in continuing where he was, and that I could very . 
| _ fin 
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find an opportunity to join him. I entreated that he 
would keep a watchful exe upon my people, carriages, 
and collections; and, in ſhort, on the leaſt appr ehenfions 
of danger, to put every thing in a place of thelter. If I 
{ould not return, (J added, with a viſible emotion which 


I found it impolitble at that moment to conceal), you 


have cauſe to deſpair of my ſafety, you mult proceed 


ſtraight for the Cape with all my people, and deliver up 


my property to my friend Mr Boers there. 

The worthy old man, when 1 pronounced theſe laſt 
words, could not refrain from fhedaing tears. As he 
was nearly ſuffocated by fighs and fobbing, I attempted 
to conlole him, by engaging to attempt nothing but what 
ſeemed to be prudent. But it wonld have been idle for 
him to attempt detaining me lon ger: I tore myſelf away 


from his affectionate en:brace, and went to my horſes, 


oxen, and dogs. 

But Kees had been before me. Attended by my eight 
people, one of whom carried my tent, I ſet out, and ſoon 
loi fight of my camp. In order to pats the river, I was 
forced to go along its banks tor a le. ague and a halt ; and 


having reached the 0 ppoiite lides {ome of my people, who 


went thus tar with nie, took leave of me, and went again 
to the camp. 
Leaving the river, we CS towards the north- 
eaſt, which, by my plan, anſwered very well with the 
directions H: ins gave me, to enter Caffraria by the broad- 


eſt part. We travelled conſtantly under the ſame ſort of 
trees which were interſperſed throughout every part of 


this diſtrict, and the Se was Overſpread with very 
long graſs, that was very inconvenient to us; but the reſt 
of my people were greater ſuitkerers than 1 was myſelf, 


becauſe, as it was quite dry, it pricked their feet every 


Hep they took: they however partly prevented this incon- 
venience, by forming buſkins of thongs and graſs platted 
together. My oxen only feemed to be very well pleaſed 
with this circumſtance; tor, as they marched on, they 
led whenever they choſe, without being at the trouble to 
bend down their heads to the ground. We had ante- 
lopes of different kinds in our view, particularly thoſe 
they call the /pring-bock. My dogs railed a buſtard, 
which I ſhot; it forms a new ſpecies, never before Jes 


ſcribed, 
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ſcribed, ſomewhar larger than the French field duck of 

Europe: the feathers of its neck bef ore, with thoſe of the 

breaſt and belly, are uniformly of a bluiſh grey colour ; 

all the upper part of the body has a reddiſh tint, ſpotted 

and ſtriped with a colour nearly black; and the voice re- 
embles that of a toad, though Aronger. 

We proſecuted our journey in this way for five hours, 
during an exceſſive heat, which forced us to halt. We 
were, indeed, almoſt always ſheltered by the trees, which 
grew very cloſe together; but the leaves of the mimoſa 
are ſo little, and ſo thinly ſcattered, that the ſhade, which 
no where darkens the place where it falls, may almoſt be 
held for nothing. This was the caſe in all the plain; 
and I remarked "that the beautiful trees, like thoſe of Au- 
teaiqua, grew upon the tops of high hills, which we could 
only find by going much farther. 

In the courſe of our march, obſerving that my ape 
Ropped frequently at the mimoſa, took off ſome of the 
prickles with which that tree is furniſhed, and eat them 
very pleaſantly, I was anxious to partake with him, the 
rather as I had a high opinion of his taſte. It was only 
the greeneſt of theſe prickles, which could be eaten, and 
they were from two to three inches long, and as brittle 
as aſparagus. I found myſelf greatly deceived by their 
taſte; for though I at firſt imagined they were ſweet and 
agreeable, very ſoon after a moit intolerable taſte of gar- 
lic, which burnt my mouth, and which the ſtouteſt 1nha- 
bant of Marſeilles could not have ſupported, made me 
ſpit them out again. The ſeeds of this tree, which Kees 
preferred, had produced the ſame effect on my taſte. 
This ſmell was fo ſtringent, that I could learn although at 
a good diſtance, by its uritie, when an ape had taſted the 
mimoſa. 

Upon this tree I got a . and elegant ſpecies of ca- 
terpillar ; the body was encompaſſed by bands of a velvet 
black on a beautiful greenith ground. When it turns a 
butterfly, the wings are almoſt white, with a few brown 
ſtripes and ſpots; the body feels to the touch like cotton 
for fofineis. I had ſeveral occaſions afterwards to notice 
that when the mimoſa is in bloom, which is uſually the 
caſe about the beginning of January, the flowers are co- 
vered with a great many inſects of dent kinds; in the 
cantons, 
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cantons, therefore, where this tree is found, one may ga- 


ther in the greateſt plenty a part of thoſe different in- 


dividuals of which this claſs of natural hiſtory is compa- 
{ed ; and, by a necellary conſequence, an amazing num- 


ber of various birds are attracted by thete inſects, which 


are the chiet part of their ſupport. 
Taking the opportunity of this firſt halting to take the 
ſein from the bu Kar which I had ſhot; its fleſh ere ur, 
me a meal, and my people dined upon. the proviſion 
which we had brought along with us. My oxen had ſed 
ſo ſumptuoully during the way, that we had ſcarcely 
made a halt, When they lay down, althou: gh ſo heavily 
loaded, the graſs about them was ſo high that they were 
completely hid among >|1t, © In the aftern 100n the ſky be- 
came overcait, and a moſt dreadful ſtorm, accompanied 
with thunder overtook us: but we {till profecuted our 
journey; for being unwilling to unload the oxen before 


night, and having no ſhelter where we dined, we ſhould 


have been fully as much expoſed to the rain when at reſt 
as when in motion. About five o'clock in the evening, 
however, being ſo much worn out that we could not 
proceed farther, I commanded my tent to be immediately 
pitched. We kindled large fires; and having dried our- 
{elves I retired to ſleep, whillt my people firatched them- 
ſelves along as well as they were able under their fi:ins and 
mats, inclined towards the rain in the ſame way as ſcreens 
are placed to defend houſes from the ſcorching of the ſun. 
The dampneſs of the ground ſoon penetrated the blanket 
upon which I had caſt myſelt, though in vain, to get reſt ; 

nd the rain, which fell in continued torrents, penetrated 
through the canvaſs of my tent on every fide, ſo that I 
was as completely drenched as my people were. 

Having made ready to ſet out at break of day, Hans 
told me that we could not be at a great diſtance from 
that kraal of the Caffres which the planters had demo- 


Viſhed. As the riſing of the ſun had ſcattered the clouds, 


my courage rekindled, and I determined to proceed till 
] met this kraal, which ſeemed to promiſe us a convent- 
ent ſhelter ; but as we had already marched ſeven hours, 
and had other three leagues to travel before we could 
come to it; and as my oxen were harraſſed by fatigue, 
and night drew on, 1 determined to erect my tent, the 
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rather that I found myſelf upon the borders of a moſt 
delightful rivulet. Every league we proceeded the mimo- 
ſas grew {ill ſcarcer, ſmaller, and more ſtunted, chan 
in the places through which we had pailed : the grafs 
likewiſe was not ſo high. We indeed tound that we were 
at this time upon very high ground. From the place 
where I was encamped my people pointed out a very 
High hill to me, which they thought they were acquaint- 
ed with, and which I could diſiinguith more clearly by 
means of my ſpying glaſs. It was neareit to the encamp- 
ment of Koks-Kraal, and I had repeatedly traverſed it 
in my hunting expeditions : it was ten or twelve leagues 
from us at this time. 

Having unloaded the oxen and pitched my tent, I 
made an excurſion along the banks of the rivulet, which 

robably, after many windings, joined the river Groot- 
Vis; and 1 had the good fortune to kill a bird of the 
cuckoo kind, which to me was new and uncommon. 
Notwithſtanding its affinity to that of which 1 have al- 
ready ſpoken, and which Buiton defcribes under the name 
of the green and golden cuckoo of the Cape, 1 have ſtron 
reaſons ſor making it ancther ſpecies: its note, beſides, 
is entirely different. The female, more cunning than 
the male, made me loſe a great deal of time in purſuing 
her, while by her tricks, which I might compare to thoie 


: of a coquette, the every moment ſeemed to become leſs 


ſhy, in order to deceive my hopes the more. When I 
thought I had hold of her, ſhe inſtantly flew to the diſ- 
tance of ten paces, to renew her provoking ſport : at 
length, after amuſing me in this manner for an hour, ſhe 
retired to the thickelt Part of the wood, and after having 
ſpent my labour in vain, I was forced to return. 

On my arrival at my camp, one of my hunters had 
juſt come with a gnou* which he had killed. Colonel 
Gordon was the firſt perſon who gave an account of this 
beautiful and ſcarce animal; and the deſcription of it 
which he ſent to profeſſor Aen. and which that learn- 
ed man publiſhed, is very accurate; but it is to be re- 
retted that the figure which accompanies it is defec— 


tive and badly delineated. This animal, which in thape 


reſembles a imall ox, is no better repreſented in the 
French 


A ſpecics of antelope. 
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French tranſlation of Dr Sparrman's Voyage, becauſe 


the engraver, or the perſon who made the drawings, 


not contented with giving it the cheſt and buttocks of a 
horſe, has added his tail likewiſe, which is falſe, as the 
gnou has a tail exactly like that of an ox. The Hotten- 
tots call this antelope nov, preceded by that ſecond kind 
of clapping which I have' mentioned already. It was 
probably this clapping which induced Colonel Gordon to 
add a g to the proper name, which renders the pronun- 
ciation of it almoſt the ſame, Dr Sparrman writes the 
word gun, becauſe the u is pronounced ou in the Swedith 
and German lang uages. Trantlators ſhould attend to 
theſe little variations; which may occaſion errors as to 
tne proper names of animals, which ou Zht not to be Gil» 


figured. 


This night we ſpe nt very quietly, having our oxen fa- 
ſtened near us with large leather thongs, and our horſes 
ich reins. We indeed heard ſome lions roaring in the 


diftant mountains; but we were under very little appre- 


henſions on that account. In general our uneaſineſs and 
embarraſſment in this reſpect had always diminiſned in 


proportion to the train that followed us. 
We departed early on the 5th of the month, and arri- 


ved at the kraal of the Cares. which we thought we had 


met with the preceding evening. Moſt of the huts were 
ſtill entire, and only a few of den had been burnt, I 
noticed {ix or feven ſtanding cloſe together in a cluſter; 
the reſt, which might amount to about fifty or ſaty. 
were ſcattered here and there in the extent of half a 
lea ague. Here I ſound, for the firſt time, that theſe peo- 


ple "apply themſelves a little to agriculture : they ſow a 


k:nd of millet, known by the name "of Caffre wheat; and, 

in order that they may be enabled to till the groun i with 
greater facility, each chooſes that ſpot w hich appears to 
favour his views moſt, and erects his hut in the centre of 
it: on this account their kraals are not in one and the 
ſame place, like thoſe of the Gonaquas or Hottentots.. 
It is probable that thoſe among whole huts we were had 


been ſurpriſed by the planters; for we found every where 


around us carcaſes and ſcattered limbs, halt devoured by 

ferocious animals, Several fields of corn were ready for 

the hand of the reaper ; but the antelopes, which are 
2 ſeen 
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ſeen in great numbers when they are not driven av ray by 
ſcare-crows, had damaged them conſiderably: my oxen, 
completed the devaſtation, being let looſe here. 
Is eſtabliſhed myſelf in my tent, and my Hottentots in 
the ſeven huts of which they took poſſeſſion. As the ſi- 
tuation of this place ſeemed to me very pleaſant, I deter- 
mined to ſpend ſeveral days in it; and in conſequence of 
this refolhition, we cut down a nu aber of large brat nente, 
with which my tent Was ſo well concealed, chat it we uld 
have been very difficult to diſcover it. A rivulet of lim- 
pid water rolled over its pebbly bed cloſe to us; a few 
mimoſas interſperſed here and there preſerved a little 
coolneſs; and at the diſtance of an hundred paces from 
ur camp, we could, if necellary, enjoy a moſt charm- 
ing ſhelter, in an immenſe foreſt compoſed of large and 
magnificent trees. I often went thither to walk, eipect- 
ally during the great heats of the day; and it evidently 
appeared, from the various paths which croted each o- 
ther in a thouſand different directions, that this place muſt 
bave been frequented for a long time, | 

Here I uw m many trees of the ſame kind as thoſe J 
had met with in the Auteniqua country: the inb-Boutt, 
or ſtinking wood, abounded in every quarter. As J 
have already remarked, this tree is found near the bay 
of Agoa alſo, from which it is tranſported by the inhabi- 
tants of the Cape, in order to be manufactured and em- 
ployed in cabinet work; but the expence OCCu toned by 
the diſtance of that bay-renders it exceedingly ſcarce and 
dear. Beſides being ſuſceptible of the fineſt poliſh, it 
has the valuable property of being proof againit the at- 
tacks of. worms; and when it grows old, it acquires a 
cheſtnut colour, the veins of which being very broad ars 
ſhaded with tints more or leſs dark. When it is cut, and 
beſore it becomes dry, it exhales an excrementiticus 
ſmell, which occaſions a nauſea, eſpecially in wet wea- 
ther, and when it is impregnated with water.; but in 
Proportion as it dries, it loſes this noxious quality. Like 
all hard and compact timber, it grows flowly ; but in 
proceſs of time it increaſes in bulk and height, ſo as to 
ſurpaſs the talleſt oaks. þ 

The geele-hoult, or yellow wood is to be found here 
likewiſe, which takes its name from its colour. It is not 


is 
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fo much valued as the other lor making viiterent articles 
of furniture; but as it is well thaped and tells readily, it 
is converted into beautiful boards, planks, and beams for 
building. It produces a yellow fruit of the ſize of a 
plum, which is very thickly covered with {mall tuber. 
cles: the only part Gt it that can be eaten, is the kernel, 
winch is extremeiy hard. | 
Ancther tree, the roye- houtt, or red wood, ſo called 


from the deep red colour of its bark. It is thick, but ve- 


ry tender, and a dye may be extracted from it. The 
fruit, which is of the fize of an olive, is likewiſe red 
when ripe 3s it is eat with pleaſure, and a kind of ſpiritu- 
ous liquor is made from it by the inhabitants. 

I topped before a haerſen ew; Or cherry- -tree, which 
appeared to me to have no other merit than that of re- 
calling to my view the place where I killed my four ele- 


phanté, and the time when that event happened. I re- 


collected that they readily eat the fruit and the leaves of 
this tree; and, as I had never taſted them, I embraced 
this opportunity of their being within my reach; but IL. 
was convinced that one mult be an elephant to be able to 


endure them. 


My Hottentots made me rema»k a tree which I had 
never before ſeen, and which they aſſured me had in the 
colonies ſormerly been very common. It was employ- 
ed in preference to any other for making carts and wag- 
gons ; but by the company only, who had expreſsly pro- 
hibited it to be made uie of except for their works. This. 
exciuſion was the cauſe of its deſtruction, and it is now: 


only ſeen in places remote from the colonies. On the o- 


ther hand, the lazineſs of the planters luffered it entirely 
to decay, ſo that at preſent it is conſidered as a loſt ſpe- 


cies. This tree, at the Cape, is called boten houtt. 


In the neighbourhood. of tmall rivers and in marſhy- 
places, Caffraria often produces a kind of trees which. 
have a great fimilarity to our willows. I have alſo 
often met with the wild almond tree, wi/de-amundel, the 
narrow leaves and fruit of which, ſhaped exactly like 


ours, varied only in the reddiſh brown colour of the huſk, 


If ſome ſkilful botaniſt would traverſe this deiightful 
country which I am now deicribing, he would undoubt- 
edly find objects highly worthy of his attention, and 

* L. 2 Which. 
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which might prove of great advantage to ſcience. For 
my own part, I directed my reſearches to thoſe things 
only which I had never betore teen, or which appe eared 
extraordinary. Being mcapable of dittinguithiug the real 
properties of trees, plants, and thrubs, 1 admired no- 
thing but their ſtriking . ſuch, for example, 
as the moſs or yello lichen that adhered to them; all 
its ſhoots being otten ten or twelve feet long: my people, 
in their language, called it hair; and in ſeveral cantons 
the trees were ſo overſpread with ir, that one could net- 
ther diſtinguiſh the trunk nor the branches, nor even a 
ſingle leaf; which to me had a very ſingulam appearance. 
This moſs was highly ſerviceable to me in che pre eſer- 
vation of my birds; and I eng ly advite ſuch ornitholo— 
giſts as may be led to vilit this very curious part af Afri 
ca, not to encumber themſelves with tow, cotton, or any 
other ſubſtances of the like nature. In order that I might 
procure a quantity of it ſufficient for my whole journey, 
as I was afraid of not finding it eliewhere, 1 defired one 
of theſe trees to be cut down and to be tripped of all its. 
hair. The youngeit and ſhorteſt is the moit delicate; 
thoſe which are ſix feet in length are harder, and can on- 
iy be uſeful to very large birds and quadrupeds. 

In almoſt every place where I pailed, I found creeping 
plants likewiſe, which having reached the tops, and even 
the ſmalleſt branches of the trees, ſhot forth flaments 
that hung down to the earth. At firit they are exceed- 
ingly weak and flender, but at length they attain to the 
ze of one's arm, like thoſe ſeen in America. ITheſe fila» 
ments, which are almoſt incumcrable, bear no leaves, 
and the natives call them 4avians tow, or bavians ropes, 
becauſe, by their alliftance, theſe apes climb to the tops 
of the trees in order to reach th: fruit of the plants, 
which grows only at their extremitie> where the laments 
begin to thoot forth. I lis fruit, which birds, and par- 
ticolarly the touracos, are excecdingly fond of, contains 
im its pulp a few round and flat feeds : it is of the lize of 
a cherry, and has a crimfon colour. I ſpeak here ot the 
fruit of a particular ſpecies of theſe plants, which is cal- 
Id the wild grape, on account of the great reſemblance 
Ks leaves have to thoſe of the vine. Theſe natural ropes 
will ſuſtain the weight of a man, if the branch trom which 
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the frit time 1 imagined that I was dreaming. 


moſt delicious treat. 
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they are ſuſpended be ſufficiently ſtrong: this cherry is 
excellent, and very proper for making a kind of ſpirituous 
liquor; it is ſtill better when preſerved. I have often, 
in imitation of the bavians, climbed by the help of thele 
cords, to the tops of the trees, to gather the truit, and 
ſometimes to collect inſects. 

There were two ſpecies of antelopes, with which theſe 
woods abounded allo, not at all wild: the ho/hoc, which 
I had obierved in other places, and that nanied by the 
Hottentots ati e. Ot the latter I had only a flight 
view in the country of Auteniqua; it is not uncommon, 
but it is very dicticult to get ſo near it as to kill it. Be- 
ſides this, it ſeldom makes its appearance in the plains 
but keeps itſelf concealed in The buthes and thickeſt parts 
of the foreſts. At the utmoſt it is no more than twelve or 
fitteen inches high; the horns of the male are ſtraight, 
ſmooth, and diſtant about a hand breadth trom each other, 
This little animal is of a mouſe grey co loar, which, on 
the ridge of the back, aſſumes a reddith tint; but the 
belly and the inſide of the thighs are white. From the 
elegance ot its form, it may eaſily be ſeen that it is ex- 
ceeaingly nimble; it ſometimes takes turpriling leaps, 
and iquats down like a hare. If any one happens to get 
near it, as ſoon as it perceives him, it indantly runs off 
as quick as lightning, and then Hops at lone diltance 
to examine its purſuer. This is the nly opportunity one 
can have of firing at it; and the hunter mu. it; without 
loſs of time, embrace it, tor it laſts only fer a moment. 
Its cry, u lich I ought rather to call its wat biing, is very 
long and ſhrill: it would be in vain for me to attempt to 
imitate it. It begins by a broken kind of v hittling, che 
tones of which are like thoſe of a tabour hung round with 


little bells; and its goat-hke voice imitates. them excceds 


ingly we |: one would hardly conceive that ſo ſmall an 
animal could make 1o loud a notice; when TI heard it for 
Its fleſh, 
more delicate than chat of any other antelope, was to us a 
| inall give an account, with a fi- 
gure ot this animal, in my deſcription of the African 
quadrupeds. 


Among other new birds of this canton, I ſhot a ſmall 
eaple, which bad a very long ereſt that hung down be- 
hind: 


128 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


hind its head; and I named another bird the Ling Hunter, 
from the reſemblance of its form to that of the king's 
fiſher. Its bill, which is long, is of a req colour; the 
back, the wings, and the tail, are of a lively blue: it 
feeds upon inle&s, inhabits only the woods, and makes 
its neſt in hollow trees. In my ornithology I thall not 
neglect this beautiful bird. | 
We had nothing remarkable in this encampment, ex- 
_ cept that, during the whole time of our retdence here, 
we regularly exp-rienced every evening, between three 
and four o'clock, ſevere itorms,. which did not much in— 
commode us, becauſe they were of ſhort duration. On 
the gth of the month we packed up our baggage and a- 
gain ſet out, when my Hottentots, according to their 
cuſtom of giving names to places from ſome circumſtance 
that has happened in them, called the kraal which we 
left the Camp of Slaughter. Having advanced ſtraight to- 
wards the ealt, and traverſed a canton all the grais of which 
had been a prey to the flames, a freſh verdure that began to 
ſhoot up under our feet formed a molt beautiful green car= 
pet. At every ſtep we met whole flocks of {pring- bocks, 
gnoue, and oftriches. As we had more proviſions than | 
were neceſſary, we did not fire at theſe antelopes. Ilon- 
ly diſcharged my fuſee at a few oltriches; but being too 
ſuſpicious to ſuffer any one to approach near them, I 
could not kill one of them. In proportion as we ad- 
vanced, the antelopes gathered themſelves into a body to | 1 
ſee us pals ; and the heat. was ſo intenſe, and peripiration I 
ſo abundant, that a cloud of vapour aroſe irom the mid- t 
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dle of theſe innumerable flocks. In the courſe of our 

march I killed partridges fufficient to dine all my people, 

but we did not ſtop to regale on them till we had fa- 
tigued ourſelves by continuing our journey for full five Je 
hours more. About which time a heavy rain came, one r 
as u ual that refreſhed us much. Throughout all this n 
canton I obſerved the traces of oxen, which indeed ſeem- | h 
ed to be very old; but I was ſurprited that ſo fine a is 
country ſhould be entirely deſtitute of inhabitants, and In 
that we did not meet with a ſingle Caffre. Hans pre- | tc 
tended that the alarm had been too general; and though W 
we had already travelled thirty leagues, I began to deſ- | f 
| 4. 1584 | * p Pair Wt 
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Pair of G even one kraal: every thing ſeemed to an- 
nounce that theſe people had retired farther towards the 
centre; and I conjectured that if we ſhould meet with a- 


ny of the inhabitants, they could only be ſpies from the 


hordes, who, deſirous of promoting the public good 
ranged the country, and kept themiclves CONCCaled in 
ambuſh. 

While familiarly converſing a my people, I ſaw a 
ſmall flock of antelopes, which, palling quite cloſe to us, 
made off full ſpeed, being purſued by a pack of ſeven- 
teen wild dogs. 1 immediately mounted my. horſe, and 
ſet out on a full gallop to defend the antelopes-and to 
attack the wild dogs; vut I unluckily ſoon loſt ſight of 
them both. As the ground was covered with pebbles 
concealed under the graſs, my horſe fumbled at every 


Rep, and we both narrowly eſcaped having cur necks 


broke. Returning therefore very deliberately in order 
to join my people, an oſtrich ſtarted up at the diſtance 
of twenty paces from me; and as I doubted whether it 
wien not be a female 3 had been ſitting, 1 haſtened 
to the 22 from which I ſaw it depart, where I found e- 
lever s ſtill warm, and four more ſcattered at the di- 
"very og two or three feet from the neſt. Having calle 

to my companions, who inltantly flocked round me, 1 or- 
dered them to break one of the warm eggs, in which we 
perceived a young one completely for med, and of the 
ſize of a chicken when ready to burit its ſhell. I imagi- 
ned that all theſe eggs were ſpoiled; but my people 
thought otherwiſe. Each of them endeavoured to fall 
upon the neſt; and Amiroo, taking up the other fur, 
Gofired me to eat them, aſſuring me that I ſhould find 
them excellent. I here learned from this ſavage a cir- 
cumitance which my Hotteptots themſelves were igno- 
rant of, and which is even unknown to naturaliſts, ſince 
no one whom I know ſpeaks of it. This fact, which J 
have often afterwards had an opportunity of veritying, 
is, that the oſtrich always depoſits near her neſt a certain 


number of eggs, proportioned to thoſe which ſhe deſtines 


for incubation. As the never ſits upon theſe eggs, they 
will keep freſh a long time, and the provident inſtinct of 


| the mother ſets them apart for the firſt nouiſhment of 


the j oung produced from the reſt. Expcricuce convin- 


ced 
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ced me of the truth of this aſſertion; and every time I 
met with an oftrich's neſt, I found ſeveral of the eggs 
ſeparated in the ſame manner. I fhall enlarge more on 
this intereſting ſubject, when I deicribe thele lingular 
birds. 

About half an hour after ſeven in the evening, I ſtop- 
ped near a conſiderable pond formed by the rain water, 
as my oxen had not got any when we halted at noon, 
and as I was not ſure of having an opportunity of re— 
freſhing them if I advanced farther. When our fires 
were lighted, each cooked his eggs after his own man» 
ner; having taken off the ikin from one of thoſe which 
were reſerved for me, my Hottentots put a little greaſe 
into it, after it had been half buried in red hot alhes, and 
ſtirring it with a Wooden ſpoon, they made of it what is 
called a broiled egg, which, if I remember right, might 
be equivalent to at Jeaſt a dozen of hen's eggs but, not- 
withitanding my voracious appetite, and the exquifite 
taſte of this new food, I could only eat the halt of it, 
Several of my people, after taking ont the young which 
they found in theirs, made an omelet of the refit, I 
queſtioned them, with ſome pleaſantry, retpeding ther 
fine ragouts of theſe half hatched eggs, and 1 could not 
help concluding that they muſt be infecticus; on this ac- 
count I was devs. vis of taſting them, and if. 1 had not 
been blinded by prejudice, I ſhould have found no differ- 
ence between them and mine, and fnould have eat them 
with as much ſatisfaction. 

The evening was ſpent very cheerſully; but duriag 
the night this was not the caſe; for we were all kept a- 
wake by the conſtant barking of our dogs, which was the 


more diſagreeable, as our ears were aflailed by no other 


noiſe. As this uproar was not occaſioned by any wild 
beaſt, for it would ſoon or late have made its appearance, 
our ſuſpicions tell upon the ſavages, and I began to be 
apprehenſive of ſome treachery. Day at length appear- 
ed, bur it did not bring back tranquillity, and all the 
ſearch which we made in the neighbourhood proved en- 
tirely fruitleſs. We did not know whether the people 
whom we dreaded were Caffres, or ſome of thoſe plun- 
derers called the Boſhmen : the dryneſs of the ground 
and the graſs, in the ſpot where we were encamped, did 

not 
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not permit us to diſcover their traces ; and on the toth, 
without learning any thing farther, we departed, Leep= 
ing ſtill towards the eaſt, This direction conducted us 
to a canton, in which the mimoſas were in ſo great abun- 
dance, and fo tall and buſhy, that they formed a real fo- 
reſt, After paſſing through it we met with a {mall river, 
which we were fortunate enough to be able to ford, and 
marched two full-leagues along its banks; but as night 
was about to overtake us we encamped. 

Our guide having informed us, that chers leagues 
farther we {hould at length find the kraal of thoſe Caffres 
who had ſolicited me to pay them a vilit, [ was the more 
defirous of leeing it, as it was very curious and ancient; 
and as this place is extremely commodious and well known 


to che ſavages, it ſeldom remained vacant, ſo that the horde 


was exceedingly numerous. That we might not diſcover 


ourſelves, J ordered my people not to fire at any game 


whatever; and when my tent was erected, and our fires 
kindled, we remained around them till late at night. After 


this, in order to deceive the enemy, in v hoſe : promiſes I pru- 


dently placed very little copfidenes, I ordered ſome Ireſh 


branches to be thrown into theſe fires, to keep then, burning 


till day-light, and we then went and laid owielies down on 
mats at the diſtance of fifty paces farther. We ſlept undiſ- 
turbed ; and next morning Hans, with two of my Hotten- 
tots well armed, ſetting out before, 1 appointed them to 
meet us at a place two leagues diſtant from us, that is to 
lay, within a league of the kraal, and to come immedi- 


ately and give us an account cl what they had ſeen. In 


two hours they returned, and informed me, with equal 


grief and aſtoniſhment, that they had found the kraal in 


very good condition, but that, like the reſt, it was abſo- 
lutely deſerted ; upon which I continued my route to the 
pot, and took poſſeſſion of this new empire. In this 


kraal, which was uncommonly extenſive, we found above 


an hundred huts very ancient to appearance, and con- 
ſtructed with great ſolidity; they were diſtributed in the 
ordinary manner, and at the uſual diſtances, and it ſeem- 


ed that the inhabitants had been alarmed without cauſe, 


for we ſaw no ruins, and not a ſingle dead body. In 
one of the huts they had forgot two aſſagays; and in a- 
nother a woman's an APTOD, a few wooden utenſils for 

killing 
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tilling the earth, and ſome other tries of very little va- 
lue: theſe different objects I took poſiethon of. The 
ſmall corn fields did not here exhibit, as in the firſt kraal 
where we ſtopped, a picture of deſolation and deſtruction; 
on the contra y, it appeared that the crops had been car- 
ried away in peace. We reſolved to ſtop here two or 
three day * in order to diſtribute a few ſcouts at a diſ- 
Lance, and to ſee if we could not find out ſome Caffres 
in the neigh ho urhcod. I well knew that by going direct- 
ly northward 1 ſhould fall in with the centre of Caffraria, 


which 1 above all things withed to avoid, as I thought 1 it 


better to advance gradually towards it by long circuits, 
and not to expoſe myſelf, but in proportion as I ſhould 
ſee the dangers lellened, and according to the informati - 
on which I might get by tie way. All our ſtratagems, 
and all our endeavours, however, were fruitleſs, for not 
one Caffre was to be ſeen. 

I will be candid enough to own, that, from my own 
prejudice, and the pompous deſcriptions of the magnifi- 
cence and luxury of the Atiatic deſpots, I thought I ſhould 
find at lealt ſome appearance of them in the territories of 
the king of the Caffres. I was inſpired by this idea with 
a very ſtrong deſire of ſeeing Faroo ; but I no longer met 
wich the ſarae food for my curioſity, after the laſt gueſts 
whom I had received in my camp, and who generally 
reſided near, had told me that this prince, without any 
particular train, inhabited, like the meaneſt of his ſub- 
jects, a hut which was either larger nor better orna- 
mented than the reſt; that, like them, he might become 
very poor, if a mortality prevailed among his cattle ; that 
his ſubjects were not obliged to pay him either ſubſidies 
or taxes; that he had no right to touch their property; 
that, in a word, he was nothing more than a plain chief, 
as among the Hottentots : that the only remarkable 


difference between the chief and the reſt was, that his 


place was hereditary ; but that, deſtitute of every exter- 
nal decoration, and of every badge of royalty, his Power 
was very limited, 

From theſe accounts, many of thoſe brilliant ideas 
which my imagination had formed TeipeHtimg this king 
began to vanilh ; and as I could gain noching by ſeeing 
him, and as I deſpaired of meeting wich him, my views 

wer? 
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were wholly directed towards the ſhipwrecked veſſel. 
The relations of my Caffres gave me very little hopes of 
being able to ſatisfy myſelf on this point; yet I purſued 
my courſe towards the coaſt, always full of the chimeri- 


cal notion that I thould obtain more certain inſormation 


with regard to it. 

We found nothing but deſerted huts in every part of 
our way, without ſeeing a ſingle inhabitant, or any tra- 
ces of the human race. In order, however, to indemni- 
fy us for this loſs, all the places through which we paſ- 
ſed abounded with buffaloes, antelopes, and in general 
with every ſort of game, which proves, better than idle 
reaſoning, that the Caffres are not ſo much addicted to 
hunting as the Hottentots; that they trult leſs to hopes, 
and that they depend more on their corn and flocks than 
on the reſources of their {kill and dexterity in wielding 
their aſſagays and clubs. We faw ſeveral elephants, but 
they did not permit us to come near enough to fire at 
them. 

Since my departure from Koks-Kraal, I bad formed 
ſo large a collection of birds, that I hen not where to 


put them; it was certainly more embarraſſing by its ſize 


than its weight, notwithſtanding my conitant care, to 


place every individual flat, not to occupy room after I 


had preſerved them. 
We paſſed the ſmall river on the i5th ; having follow- 
ed it this far, to avoid barren and ſteep hills which were 


in our view; after this we were obliged to turn off to- 


wards the ſouth, becauſe, not finding any beaten track, 
we were forced to direct our courſe according to circum- 


ſtances and the nature of the ground. In the courſe of 


our march J ſprung a buſtard a little before me, which 
I killed: it had been fitting on two eggs, which contain- 
ed young ready to burlt the thell, and covered with their 
firſt down. | was extremely happy that chance procured 
me this bird, which was entirely vew to me; and it ap- 


peared that the male and the female fit on the eggs alter- 


nately. The one 1 killed, which was a male, had a ve- 


ry large and thick creſt, like a capuchin, on the hinder 


part of its head, The e which ſoon came and ho- 
vered around the ſpot, ſeemed to watch us, and from 
time to time 12nt forth a ver) hoarle cry. I had flatter- 
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ed myſelt that I ſhould be able to kill her alſo, and with 
this view I left the two eggs in he neſt: but as in all the 
neighbourhood I could find no place to conceal myſelt 
ſo as to be from her fight, the never came near; I there- 
fore gave up my intention, and proceeded. 

There is every probability that there was not one Caf. 
Fre in all that part of the country which we had hitherto 
paſſed through, for the reports of our muſquets, which 
we fired conitantly tor ſome days, either in our march- 


es or in our different encampments, muſt have diſcover- 


ed us, and conducted them towards us, as they are far 
from being timorous. During our journey we were not, 
however, all of the ſame opinion on this ſubje&, which 
ſormed the uſual grounds of our converſation ; ſome pre- 
tending that there mult be Caflres in the canton, but that, 
not being numerous, they did not venture to appear ; 
and others maintaining that there were none, ſince we had 
not been attacked by them : but when we came to deli- 
berate what conduct we ouglit to purſue when we ſhould 
meet them, all my people lot themſelves in abſurdity, 
and formed the moeit ridiculous and impracticable plans 
for our defence. I alone was of opinion that it would be 
proper to ſuſtain the ſirſt diſcharge of their weapons with- 
out returning it, and to endeavour, by gentle means, to 
come to an explanation before we uſed our arms, which 
would ſecure us the advantage, ſhould we be compelled 
to have recourſe to them. I entertained no doubt that 
this method would ſucceed ſhould we be attacked in the 
day time; but if in the night, the caſe would have been 
different. In this prudent plan of accommodation I 
however ſaw difficulties almoſt inſurmountable; and it 
was to ſhun every ſpecies of adverſe fortune that we had 
made it a conitant rule to ſleep at leaſt fifty paces from 
my tent, over which I was careful to leave my flag con- 
ſtantly floating, ſo as to be ſeen at a great diſtance. By 
this little ſcheme we were ſecured from the firſt alarm at 
any rate. 

But amidſt all our . we continued our ducks 
and hunting parties. Water turned more ſcarce by de- 
grees, and I began to entertain very ſerious doubts. 
One day, when the weather was cloudy, which enabled 
us lo make a very azrecable and gentle march for more 
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than ſix hours, I perceived Kees ſtop all of a ſudden, 


turn his face and noſe towards the wind, and begin to 
run, with all my dogs after him, none of which made 
the leaſt noiſe. Aſtoniſhed at this new ſpectacle, and per- 
ceiving nothing that could particularly attract them, L 
made haſte to come up with them; but what was my 


ſurpriſe when I found them all collected around a beau- 


tiful ſpring, at the diſtance of three hundred paces from 
the place whenee they had ſet out! Having diſcovered this 
I ſigned with my hand to my people to advance, which 


they did immediately, and we encamped hard by this de- 


lightful ſpring, to which we gave the name of the magi- 
clan, who firſt obſerved it. 

I ſhall have frequent occaſion to call to mind remar- 
kable benefits I got from the animals Tchad with me 
and upon this occation they delivered me from a terrible 
aflliction, under which I mult have inevitably-ſunk but. 
for their help. I never doubted that man received front 
his Creator the ſame faculties in an equal proportton, but 
his corruption has inſenſibly deprived him of them all. 
The ſavages approaching nearer to nature in proportion 
as they are removed from us, have likewiſe every ſenſe 
more acute; and I myſelf (I hope my aſſertion will not 
be doubted), after palling five or fix months in the de- 
ſerts where, following their example, I turned my face 
from the one ſide to the other, and was in the iſfue able, 
like them, to diſcover either a river or a pond, and in no 
initance failed to find them out. 


Determined to ſpend the night at Kees: fountain, I 


took the opportunity of a little leiſure to prepare the bu- 
ſtard I had killed; and as the diſtant clouds gathering to- 
gether appeared to prognoſticate a ſtorm, I deſired that 
mt oxen {ſhould be unloaded, and that my tent ſhould be 
et up. 

The rain came on in great quantities before night; but 
did not laſt long, and had ſcarcely ſtopped when I began 


to range all the neighbourhood around in ſearch of ſmall 


birds. In a ſpot, not far from our encampment, I per- 
ceived two of thoſe golden yellow ſerpents, ſo common 
and well known in the colonies under the name of 4ygper- 
ws ah [tart up at my feet. Theſe reptiles, as ſoon as they 

aw me, reared themſelves ere, ſwelling up their heads 


M2 prodigioully, 
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prodigiouſly, and hiſſing in a moſt frightful manner. Az 


I ʒ knew that the bite of theſe animals is mortal, and that 
the faculty which they have of darting forwards renders. 


them more dangerous, I diſcharged my piece, upon which 
one of them fell down dead, while the other entered its 
hole. Having ſeized the one which remained, I found 
that it was five feet three inches in length, and nine inch- 
es in circumference in the thickeſt part: beſides an infi- 
nite number of very ſmall teeth, hardly perceptible, with 
which its mouth was armed, it had on each fide of the 
upper jaw, as high as the noltrils, a hook five lines long, 
Playing upon its joint, and which 1t could extend in the 
fame manner as a cat or a tiger extends its claws. One 
of theſe my Hottentots broke; and, as I was very fond 
of hearing them diſcourſe upon natural hiſtory, becauſe, 


perhaps, I found more truth in the rude reaſoning of 


habit and experience than in the ingenious ſpeculations 
of our literati, I alked them ſeveral queſtions concerning 
my ſerpent, which they anſwered in a much more fatis- 
factory manner than I expected. They did not fail to 
point out to me, among other fingularities, that this hol- 
low tooth was the c nductor which conveyed the poiſon 
into the wound that it made. Such is, if I miſtake not, 
the caſe with the Loicininga, or the rattle ſnake, which I 
have frequently found in South America. 

Upon this occaſion I remarked, the dread which apes 
are in for theſe animals. I could not poſſibly make Kees 
come near the ſerpent that I had got poſſeſſion of, though 
it was entirely dead. In order to amuſe myſelf, I found 


means however to faſten it to his tail; ſo that not being 
able to make any motion without moving the terpent alſo, 


it may eaſily be conceived what leaps and jumps poor 
Kees took, and with what fury and anxiety he remained 


during all the time which I kept his fatal enemy faſtened 


to him. | | 
Upon the approach of night, we diſcovered a large 
fire, which we {uppoſed, as far as the darkneſs would 
permit us to judge, to be on the top of ſome hill, at the 
diſtance of about three leagues from us. Notwithſtand- 
ing this diſtance, concerning which we were not certain, 
my Hottentots thought they perceived the ſhadows of 
ſome men paſling backwards and forwards before the fire, 
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and my ſpying-glaſs ſoon convinced me that they were 
not miſtaken ; but we were ignorant whether they were 
Caffres, or thoſe deteſtable Boſhmen, enemies to every 
nation without diſtinction, and plunderers by profeſſion, 
from whom we could expect no kind of triendihip. We 
ſuppoſed however that they belonged to theſe laſt, as the 
Caffres never live in the mountains; we conſequently 
took the precaution to put out our fires, and ſpent the 
remainder of the night very quietly. 
We made it our firſt employ when we got up, to at- 
tempt to diſcover with more accuracy, at what place, and 
by whom, the fire we had obſerved the evening before, 
had been kindled. The weather was exceedingly favour- 
able for obſerving the ſmoke, but it appeared that the 
fire was extinguithed, for we ſaw nothing more of it. 
Being thus deprived of a axed point of direction, we ſet 
out to enter the hollow defiles, where we were likely to 
be in danger of loſing ourſelves. Nevertheleſs, as my 
 Hotientots, perſuaded that theſe people were not Caffres, 
appeared willing to purſue their route that way at the 
riſk of every thing that might happen, and as our plan 
naturally conducted us thither, we quickly packed up our 
baggage, and bid adieu to Kees fountain. 

We were forced to go through a kind of wood, in 
which the mimoſas were fo numerous, ſo thick, and ſo 
encumbered with buſhes, that we could bardly. proceed 
ten ſteps without being obliged to Rop in order to force 
our way, which impeded us much, eſpecially as our ox- 
en continually turned trom one fide to the other to ſearch. 
for a paſſage. We however at length got clear of thig.-14 
tedious foreſt; but I am perſuaded that, after fo much 
fatigue, and fo many turnings and windings, which con- 
tinued for the. ſpace of three hours, we were not more: 
than a league from Kees-fountain. There was a thicket. 
before us, nearly like that which we had jult paſſed ; and, 
in order to ſteer clear of it, we took a. circuit, in a Zong 
tion inclining more to the ſouth- welt ſide. 

Sweating, duity, and overcome with heat, after march- 
inz more than ſix hours, we ſtopped on the banks of a 
lake, which luckily happened to be in our way. One of 
my 11 which had heated himſelf very much by run- 
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and I ſhould have indeed loſt him, had it not been for 
Jan, who, perceiving him in the water, inſtantly ruſhed 


ſtance, which to many readers may appear trifling, mere- 
ly for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a fact which I have been 
eye-witneſs of in Africa: as ſoon as an over-heated dog 
plunges into the water to cool himſelf, he expires, unlels 
ſpeedy aſſiſtance be given him. In a hunting expedition 


got about an hundred paces before his carriage, having 
caſt himſelf into a rivulet that lay in our road, when we 
came up he was found dead, 3 
We had ſcarce encamped and refreſhed ourſeives a 
a little, when I ſent off ſome Hottentots to make diſco- 
yerics, eſpecially in that quarter from which we had been 
principally incommoded, during the night. In leſs than 
an hour I heard from this detachment ; for one of my 
people came back in great haite to inform me, that he 
had perceived a body of Caffres in full march; and having 
conducted me and Hans by ſeveral windings, he at length 
brought us to a ſpot where we had an opportunity of 
Judging for ourſelves. We indeed ſaw ten men, who 
were quietly driving before them a few horned cattle ; and 
as we had nothing to fear from ſo ſmall a number, we 
made our appearance at a certain diſtance. As ſoon as 
| theſe people obſerved us, they betook themſelves to flight, 
being frightened, above all, by our fire-arms ; but Hans 
« calling out to them in their own language that they might 
F advance boldly, they immediately topped. Going for- 
1 Ward, therefore, to ſpeak to them, when they were con- 
vinced that I was a friend to the Caffres they all ap- 
proached me; and having received them very politely, I 
ſtretched out my hand, and ſaluted them with a tabe. 
'The ſight of my beard diſpelled their terror ; for they had 
Heard mention made of me by thoſe whom I received in 
my camp at Koks-Kraal, and one of them knew Hans, 
whom he had ſeen in his own country. I conducted 
them altogether, with their cattle, to my encampment, 
and regaled them with tobacco and brandy. They point- 
ed to my flag, to give me to underſtand that they were 
well informed reſpecting me; and they ſeemed to be much 
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ning after game, was here in great danger of periſhing ; 


forwards to drag him from it. I mention this circum- | 


1 had with Mr Boers, a large grey-hound, which had 
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aſtoniſhed not to ſee my carriages, and my whole troop. 

As I was unwilling to let them know how much they 
were dreaded by the Hottentots, I informed them that I 
merely wanted to make a little trip into the heart of the 
country to get information, and then paſs through it 
when I could do it at leiſure. 

They had a great anxiety to know where the planters 
were at this time; if they were ſtill purſuing them, and 
what might be their purpoſe. Upon this head I gave 
them all the information which I thought prudent. I 
had ſeen the planters who had retired to Bruntjes- Hoogte 


keep there themſelves on the defenſive, agitated by terror 


as much as the Caffres themſelves. The latter told me, 
that, to reach the neareſt hordes of their nation, it would 
be neceſſary to continue my journey for full five days 

more. Calculating therefore the diſtance which ſeparated 
theſe people from the planters, and which I reckoned to 
be nearly ſixty leagues, I could, without deceiving them, 
allay their fears, and convince them that the latter were 
neither diſpoſed nor in a condition to undertake fo long 
a journey. Theſe poor people were in ſuch a wretched 
ſituation that I could not help pity ing them, for they had 
never been haraſſed in ſuch a manner as they were at 


that time; beſides the loſſes which they had ſuſtained in 


men and cattle by the attacks of the white people, they were 
daily expoſed to others from the Tambouchis, a neigh- 
bouring nation, who, taking advantage of their critical 
ſituation, over-ran ſeveral of the cantons of Caffraria, 


an pur 2 thing 55 the fword that they met with ; 4 on if | f 
that, oppreſſed on both ſides by this diverſion, the Caftres =, 
deſtitute of warlike ſtores and unable to defend themſelves," 1 
retreated as faſt as poſſible, and penetrated farther to tis 


north, to ſhun two enemies whom they could not with- 
ſtand; while the Boſhmen, a third enemy, no leſs to be 
dreaded, plundered and butchered them wherever they 
came in their way. 

By all the information thaſe cls gave me, I was a- 
mazed that they had ſtraggled ſo far from their horde; 
and that they wandered as chance directed, without 
knowing whither to direct their courſe. They however 
told me, that on the firſt incurtion made by the whites, 
1 had ſuddenly driven their Locke; all in confuſion, 


either 


140 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 
either towards the ſea coaſt, or to other remote parts of 
Caffraria ; but that hearing no accounts of any new hoſ- 
tilities, they had ventured to quit their hordes, and to go 
in queſt. of their diſperſed cattle, in order to bring them 
back again. They had indeed about thirty along with 
them; and when I mentioned the fire which we had ob- 
ſerved in the night-time, they aſſured me that it was 
kindled by them; but that they had not ſeen mine, which 
would have alarmed them much. Having queſtioned 
them reſpeQing the veſſel which had been ſhipwrecked, 
they only repeated what had been told to me hy others 
which was, that a ſhip had really been loſt on the coaſts 
of Caffraria. After this information, I concluded that 
this misfortune had happened beyond the country of the 
Tambouchis, oppoſite to Wa and towards the 
channel of Moſambique. They added, that, without 
mentioning other Ciliicuities which muſt be encountered 
in their territories, it 


iwimming, or to advance a great way towards the north 
1 to find a place where it could be forded; that they had 
x ſeen ſeveral white people among the Tambouchis; that 
they themſelves had purchaſed, by barter, ſeveral articles 
from theſe people; and, above all, a great number of 


nails procured from the wreck of the vellel ; but that, be- 


get any more iron from them, though they were in great 
Want of that commodity, T hey then entreated nie to 
them a little, the iſual petition of thete miſerable crea- 
Fe 8 which I lictle looked for, but I an{wered their un- 
8 (i u i requeſt with a mortifying denial. 

Gs Bak 
e, 


toys, tinder-· boxes, tinder, and a large portion 
0 1 had; in barter for which they deſired I 
would Nept two of their oxen: I however replied, that 
inſtead f taking from them a bleſſing ſo valuable to un- 


fortunate people, I withed rather to be in a ſituation that 
might enable me to augment the number of their cattle. 
This mark of kindneſs touched them the more, as they 
conſider the white people to be the molt dangerons and 
miſchievous beings in the world. With that ingenuous 


and lincere modeſty which is ever afraid of hurting thoſe 
on 


would be necefliry, beſides other 
rivers, to paſs one whic! h was too broad to be croſſed by 


mg then at war with the Tambouchis, they could not 


> them amends, I diſtributed among them all 
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on whom it beſtows praiſe, they made a confeſſion to me 


which remained long imprinted in my memory: Hans 


declared to me, in their name, and in very energetic 
terms, that I reſembled the only worthy man of my race 


whom they had ever met with; ſome years before they 


had ſeen this worthy man on the Bothman river, the 
banks of which they then inhabited, and from which 
the planters had never yet been able to expel them: he 
was, as they ſaid, a man who, like me, travelled merely 


for curiofity, I could ea ſily perceive that they alluded _ 


to Colonel Gordon; and they were extremely happy to 
underſtand that we lived in ſtrict friend{hip together: 


they even begged me to intercede with him when I re- 
turned to the Cape, and to influence him to give govern- 


ment a genuine and affecting account of their miſery, 


and of the wretched ſtate into which they had been pla- 


ced by the baſe injuſtice of their tormentors. 
I employed all this day in talking with theſe Caffres 
as to their manners, cuſtoms, religion, taſte, and reſour- 


ces; and I always found that their anſwers correſponded 


with what had been related to me by thoſe whom I had 
firſt ſeen. They told me, with equal ſincerity, whatever 
tended to criminate themſelves, or to do them honour ; 
and my Hottentots found them ſo peaceable and unſuſ- 
picious, that they requeſted at night that I would permit 


them all to remain amongſt us. I continued to converſe 


with them for ſome time, and then went to my tent, to 
prepare for the labours of the following morning. 
At day-break, whilit the Caffres were preparing to de- 


part, I aſſembled my Hottentots. The reflections which 
their familiarity with theſe ſavages, of whom they were 
more afraid than of wild beaſts, enabled them to make, 
and their converſation with one another when J had reti- 
red to my tent, made me immediately reſolve what courſe 


to purſue. As I did not wiſh to give them an opportu- 
nity of acquiring any merit from determining i plan 
was beſt to be adopted in the preſent caſe ; but, on the 


contrary, apprehending that they might borrow from me 


thoſe ideas of prudence and compoſure uſeful to my de- 
ſigns, whatever they might in future be; I told them, 
that after what they, as well as I, had heard the prece- 
ding evening, as to the difficulties of advancing farther, 
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and the danger of being attacked by the Tambouchis and 


the Bothmen who were traverſing Caffraria, my intention 
was to return to Koks-Kraal ; that in conſequence of this, 
if we directed our courſe towards the welt, we could not 
fail of falling in with the river Groot-Vis, and that then, 
by going up its banks for ſeveral days, according as 
things might appear, we ſhould undoubtedly ſoon reach 
our camp: I however added, that they were all at liber- 
ty to give their opinion on the propoſal which I had 
made. I could ſee too plainly, by the looks of all my 


people, what pleaſure they received from my reſolution ; '' 


and they all gave me the honour of ſtarting an 1dea to 
which they had as much pretenſion as I, My collection 
was now become ſo bulky, that I had no hopes of in- 
creaſing it, for I hardly knew how to diſpoſe of it. 
Afterwards I told them, that when I reached Koks. 
Kraal I would ſtay no longer there than would be necel- 
ſary to repair our carriages, and to prepare for going to- 
wards the ſnow mountains, from which I intended to 
proceed to the Cape by keeping more to the weſtward. 
I knew that this plan was not approved by any of my 
people, becauſe in traverſing theſe dry and barren de- 
ſerts, in the time of the greateſt drought, we would be 
under the neceſſity of encountering more than one diffi- 
culty ; but being anxious to take a view of the natural 
curioſities contained in this country, I bad formed an un- 
alterable reſolution of croſſing it, and the overture I made 
was only a ſtratagem to reconcile eariy to this idea fuch 
of my Hottentots as I had with me, in order that, when 
we returned to my camp, they might be better able to 


inſpire their companions with confidence, and to teſtify 


the greater aſtoniſhment at their reſiſtance, ſhould they 

ſhew any. 1 
1 diſtributed among theſe Caffres, as well as among 
my Hottentots, a quantity of tobacco; and I reſerved n: 
more than was ſufficient to ſerve us till we returned t 
our camp. This made room for the birds with whici 
we were enqumbered, and alſo for thoſe that I might be 
able to procure by the way. Theſe ten ſavages aſſiſte 
us to pack up our baggage and to yoke our oxen ; alt? 
which we wiſhed one another a good journey, and fe 
| | Ne 
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out to purſue two oppoſite routes, we towards the ſouth, 


and they towards the north. 

During three days, ſpent in reaching the ſo much wiſh» 
ed for banks of the Groot Vis, nothing remarkable hap- 
pened. This forced march having fatigued both us and 


our cattle conſiderably, I determined to paſs the next day 


on the banks of the river, for the purpole of getting our- 
ſelves refreſhed, and to ſee what dilcoveries I might 1 make 
in the neighbourhood. At this time we were under no 
uneaſineſs as to water, and we had been in no want of it 
during the three days that we employed in ſearching for 
the river, which we knew would conduct us to the place of 
our deſtination; but we could not precitely aſcertain the 
time which might be neceſſary to follow its courſe to our 
camp. It was poſſible that high mountains and other 


& 
obſtacles might oblige the Groot: Vis, before it diſcharged 


itſelf into the ſea, to form tome bendings, which muſt 
have greatly prolonged our jc urne); We went along its 


barks very peaceably for three days mare, ſtill Keepin 


cloſe to it; and at length, on the morning of the fourth, 
we perceived the high mountain, the back part of which 


we had ſeen ſoon after our departure. At this fight my 
people ſhouted for joy. We were now about to reviſit 


our camp, our herds, our riches, and our companions z 


we therefore quickened our pace, and, late in the even- 
ing, unobſerved, reached the happy ſpot. All were ſuuk 
in the molt profound tranquillity, and nothing could have 
given me more pleaſure than the agreeable furpriſe af this 


precipitate arrival. The horrid nuite made by my dogs 


immediately ipread the alarm; all haſtened towards us; 


they knew our voices; and, even to the moſt inn 


animals, all appeared to Mate in the general joy: above 
all, we could not difengage ourſelves from my dogs, 
which teazed us by their careſſes and ſtunned us with 


their barking. Another fpectacle however appeared to 


me no leis intereſting: my family had increaſed conſide- 
rably: on my departure a ſmall detachment from the 


worthy Gonaquas had quitted their horde, and had eſta. 
bliſhed themſelves in the fame place which 1 alligued to 


the Caffres, where they had conſtiucted teveral nev huts, 
They informed me, aud indeed ] plamily law by the ad- 
mirable order that prevailed in the camp, that every thing 


bad 


Fn 
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had been quiet during my abſence : we had been the 


whole ſubject of converſation to thoſe we had left. Eve- 
ry evening Swanepoel gave me the moſt favourable ac- 
counts of each ſeparately ; he told me, that the firſt fit- 
teen days having elapſed without hearing any news of 
me, he could not avoid entertaining a little fear, and that 
he was apprehenſive he ſhould not tee me till I returned 


to the Cape, as he was perſuaded that, if I met with no 


inſurmountable obſtacles, I would ſtill proceed as long 
as my ammunition laſted. 

Having been for nearly a month deprived of the com- 
forts and enjoyments of my camp, I mult own, that I 
was very happy to find myſelf returned; and I had the 
Highelt ſatisfaction 1n the fidelity and attachment of theſe 
Hottentots, ſo feeble and timid, whom I had not been 
afraid to abandon to themſelves. It was therefore now 
time that I ſhould give a proof of my gratitude : on this 
account I proclaimed with a loud voice that it was Sa— 


turday ; and this declaration, which paſſed from mouth 


to mouth even to the Gonaquas, ſeemed {till to add to 
their agitation. This circumitance requires ſome expla- 
nation, which I ſhall give with freſh pleature ; for the re- 
membrance of theſe trifling but agreeable methods I 
purſued to vary my amuſements, and in an uninhabita- 
ble deſert to convert the ſimpleſt object into a ſubject 
of pleaſantry and entertainment, announces the greateſt 
tranquillity, and makes me, even when ſurrounded by 
the arts, and agitated by pride and vanity, lament that 

I can no longer diſtinguiſh my own character. 
On ſetting out from the Cape, I did not forget to car- 
ry an almanack with me; but in order to have ſome 
certain method of reckoning, and to keep my journal cor- 
rect, I made all the months to conlilt of thirty days. As 
I never paſſed one without giving an account of it, I 
conſidered it as a matter of indiff. rence whether or not 
I diltinguithed the weeks, and marked the days by their 
proper names, but I refolved to diitribute among my 
Hottentots their allowance of tobacco every Saturday. 
If it happened that, not chooſing to give myſelf the trou- 
ble of conſulting my book, I aſked them what the d. Ly Was, 
I was at no loſs to gueſs what aniwer they would give 
me; according to their calculation it was always Satur— 
| day; 


u- 
as, 
we 


a7; 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 145 


day: ſo chat, after travelling fifteen months, when 1 look: 
ed at my regiſter, I found ſeven or eight of theſe Satur- 
days which belonged to no week. 

As uſual, I found myſelf therefore ſarrounded by my 
numerous family ; ; and whilſt all of them, and even the 
Gonaqua women, were ſmoking their pipes round a large 
fire, and enjoying a double portion of brandy, I regaled 


myſelt very cheerfully with my tea. 


Having mentioned to them the route 1 meant to pur- 
ſue next day, I found that they were already informed 
of it, and that they made fewer remonſtrances and objec- 
tions than I expected. I perceived that my journey was 
drawing to an end; and that every one, exhauſted by fa- 
tigue, ſeemed to think any road good that would bring 
us nearer to the Cape; but the paſſage through the moun- 
tains of Snew-Bergen, the uſual haunt of the Boſhmen, 
made more than one of my brave attendants tremble. 


1 fixed my departure for the eighth, in order that I might 


have time to repair my carriages, to make new wooden 
work to ſupport the top of that in which I rode, to cover 
the canvaſs of it with new mats, to replace our old traces 
from the hides of the buifaloes killed during my abſence, 
and to caſt balls and ſmall ſhot. All this required con- 
ſiderable time; and no leſs was requiſite to arrange the 
collection which I had formed in Caffraria, and to con- 
ſign to my journal the reſult of my reſearches reſpecting 
that country and its inhabitants. For the ſake of expe- 
dition, my people exerted themſelves a good deal; and 
I ſhut myſelf up in my tent, and haſtened, while the ob- 
ſervations I made were {till freſh in my anden to put 
them into ſome order. 

If I may judge of the Caffres from thoſe I kave ſeen, 
they are in general taller than the Hottentots, and even 
than the Gonaquas ; they however approach much near- 


er to the latter; but they appear to be more robuſt, more 


fierce, and much bolder. Their figure 1s alſo more a- 
greeable, and their countenances have not that narrow- 
neſs at bottom, nor their cheeks thoſe preminences which 
are ſo diſagreeable among the Hottentots ; neither have 
they thoſe broad flat faces and thick. lips of their neigh- 
bours, the negroes of Moſambique. A round figure, a 
noſe not too flat, a broad forehead, and large eyes, give 
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them an open and lively air; and if prejudice can over- 


look the colour of the ſkin, there are ſome Caffre women 
who, even when ſeated by an European lady, would be 
accounted extremely pretty. The fifth and ſixth plates 
repreſent a Caffre man and a Caffre woman drawn from 


nature. Theſe people do not make their faces ridiculous 


by pulling out their eye-brows like the Hottentots; they 
tatoo themſelves much, and particularly their bodies; 
-they-do not greaſe their hair, which is frizzled in a very 
great degree; but this is not the caſe with reſpect to the 
reſt of their body, and they follow this cuſtom entire 
with a view to preſerve ſtrength and agility. 

In general the men beſtow more attention on their 
dreſs than the women; and they are particularly fond 
of beads and copper rings. They, for the moſt part, 


wear bracelets on their arms and legs, made of elephants 


tuſks, which they form into natural rings, of greater or 
leſs thickneſs, by ſawing through the hollow, part; after 
which they make them round on the outſide, and give 
them a fine poliſh. As theſe large rings do not open, 
they mult be of ſuch a ſize that the hand can paſs through 
them, in order that they may be put upon the arm; on 
which account they are always caſy, and move up and 
down one againſt the other. If ſmall rings of this kind 
are given to children, in proportion as they grow old the 

vacuum is filled up; and as they then clap quite cloſe 
to the arm, they become a luxury which is highly plea- 

fing to thoſe who have been thus decorated in their youth. 

They make necklaces alſo of the bones of animals ranged 

on a ſtring, which they have the art of whitening and 

poliſhing in the moſt perfect manner. Some of them are 
contented with the whole bone of a leg of mutton ; and 

this ornament makes a very confpicuous figure on the 

breaſt of a Caffre: it has the ſame effect as a patch on 

the face of a pretty woman in Europe. The Gonaqua 
women, as may be ſeen in the plate which repretents 
them, practiſe the ſame coquetry. They ſubſtitute ſom e- 

times for this bone the horn of an antelope, or any thing 

elſe, according to their caprice ; and I am of opinion, 

that one would ſee as many varieties, and as many fan- 

taſtical ornaments in their dreſs, as are ſeen in Europe, 

Provided they had the ſame means and the ſame reſources, 
They 
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are fully as ſoft and pliable as our fineſt ſtuffs ; and as 
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They, however, always employ the ſame materials, be- 
cauſe they have no kinds of ſtuff to ſupply the place of 


thoſe {kins with which they clothe themſelves. It would 


appear that they are not ſo chaſte as the Hottentots, be- 
cauſe they do not uſe a jackal to veil what nature bids 
them conceal. A ſmall cowl, which covers only the 

glans, inſtead of diſplaying modeſty, ſeems to announce 
the greateſt indecency. This ſmall covering adheres to 

a thong, which is faſtened round their girdles merely 
that it may not be loſt; for a Caffre, if he is not afraid 


of being hurt or ſtung by inſects, cares very little whether 


this cowl be in its place or not. I never ſaw but one 
man who, inſtead of a cowl, wore a caſe made of wood, 


ornamented with ſculpture: this was a new and ridicu- 


lous faſhion, which he had borrowed from a nation of 


black people who lived at a great diſtance from Caffraria. 


In the hot ſeaſon the Caffres go always naked, and retain 
nothing but their ornaments : in cold weather they wear 
kroſſes made of calves or oxen's hides, which reach down 
to the ground. They are exactly delineated in the fifth 
and ſixth plates, which repreſent a young Caffre holding 
a bundle of aſſagays, and a woman fuckling her child. 

A peculiarity, which is probably to be met with no 
where elſe, and which deſerves ſome attention, is, that 
the Caffre women put very little value upon dreſs: as 
they are, in compariſon of other ſavages, well made, 
and handſome, they have likewiſe ſenſe enough to know 
that ornaments are more intended to veil imperfections 
than to embellith beauties ; but whatever may be in this, 
one never ſees amongſt them that ſhew and profuſion of 
them which are general among the female Hottentots. 
They do not even wear copper bracelets ; but their little 
aprons, which are it{!] ſhorter than thoſe of the Gona- 


. quas, are bordered with a few rows of glaſs beads, and 


in this all their luxury conſiſts. The ſkin which the fe- 
male Hottentots wear on their reins behind, among the 
Caffre women riſes to their arm-pits, and is faſtened 
round the neck, which it covers. Like their huſbands, 
they have kroſſes of the ſkins of calves or oxen, but al- 
ways more ſmooth : they, however, uſe neither the one 
nor the other except in cold or wet weather. Theſe ſkins 
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to the manner in which the Caffres dreſs them, it is near- 
ly the ſame proceſs as that which the Hottentots follow. 

In any weather of the coldeſt ſeaſon, males and te- 
males go barcheaded. I have indeed at times ſeen a 
bunch of feathers faſtened in their hair; but this fantaſ- 
tical ornament is not generally uſed. 

The different precautions uſed by the Caffre women in 
childbirth, and in their (periodical indiſpoſitions, are in 
every reſpect the ſame with thoſe which the Gonaqua or 
_ Hottentot women uſe, 

They are daily employed in fabricating earthen- - ware, 
which they mould with as much ingenuity as their huſ- 
bands. Thoſe which I had with me in my camp, having 
found clay fit ſor the purpoſe, did not loſe this opportu- 
nity of making pipkins, and other veſſels which are in uſe 
amongſt them. At their departure they carried with 
them a ſuſficient proviſion of this earth, with which they 
loaded their oxen. It is the females alſo, as I have al- 
Teady mentioned, who weave their baſkets: they too 
make ready the ground for receiving their ſeed; though 
it may be more properly ſaid they ſcratch it up with their 
wooden pick-axes than plow it. 

The huts of the Caffres are larger, and higher roofed 
than thoſe of the Hottentots, and have a more regular 
ſhape likewiſe; being that of a complete hemiſphere. The 
frames of them are conſtructed of wooden work, well put 
together and very ſolid, becauſe it is intended to laſt a 
long time. This they afterwards cover, both within and 
without, with a kind of mud or plaſter made of cows 
dung and clay mixed up together, and ſpread over it 
very ſmoothly. "Theſe huts exhibit to the eye an air of 
neatneſs which the habitations of the Hottentots undoubt- 
edly have not; and one would almolt believe them to be 
done over with the fineſt cement. The only opening 
which they have is ſo low and narrow, that people muſt 
lie down on their bellies to enter it. This cuſtom at firſt 
appeared to me highly ridiculous, and to be carried to a 
much greater length than among the Hottentots ; but as 
they ule theſe huts only in the night-time, it is eafier; on 
this account, to defend oneſelf either againſt animals, or 
the ſudden attacks of an enemy. The floors of them are 
OOvered with the ſame ſubſtance as the walls; and in the 
; centre 
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centre is formed a circular hearth, ſurrounded by a bor- 
der two or three inches in height, to contain the fire, and 
preſerve the hut from any danger which it might occaſi- 
on. Around the hut, at the diſtance of five or ſix inches, 
they dig a ſmall trench, about a foot and a half in depth, 
and as much in breadth, for the pur poſe of receiving the 
waters; and this precaution ſecures it from all moilture. : 
In different cantons I viſited and ſurveyed more than ſe- 
ven hundred of theſe huts ; but I never ſaw one of a ſquare 
form, as ſome authors have pretended. Beſides, I ſuppoſe 
it is of little importance to the reader to know whether 
theſe ſavages lodge in round or in ſquare habitations ; 
bat I muſt obſerve, that, by taking notice of every thing, 
one may, at ſame time, diſcover ſuch travellers as have 
only ſeen part of what they have deſcribed. 

The ground of the Caffres, either owing to the ſoil, 
ſituation, or many ſmall rivers which water them, is much 
more productive than thoſe of the Hottentots, it neceſſa- 
Tily follows, that the Caffres, who apply to agriculture, / 
remain fixed to one ſpot; and this 1s always the caſe. , 
when nothing interrupts their repoſe. The ſame fields 
which gave them birth, is alſo the ſcene of their lateſt 
moments, unleſs they are attacked, I do not ſay by bar- 
barous perſecutors only, who thirk after their blood, but 
by ſome of thoſe deſtructive ſcourges which ſpare neither 
men nor animals, and which ſpread deſolation in a mo- 
ment throughout immenſe regions. A neat and ſolid 
habitation, conſtructed near a rivulet, in the middle of a 

cultivated field which they have inherited from their fore- 
fathers, is ſufficient to enrich the Caffrarian language with 
the pleaſant appellation of country ; which the wandering; 
inſenſibility of the Hottentots will winder them from ever 
being ſenſible ot. 

One obſervation has however Arne me, which, though 
it may ſeem remarkable, is however certain and uni- 
verſal : notwithſtanding the foreſts and beautiful woods 
with which Caffraria is covered ; notwithſtanding thoſe 
delightiul paſtures which riſe to ſuch a height as to con- 
ceal the herds that are ſcattered here and there in the 
fields; and notwithſtanding thoſe rivers and ſtreams 
which croſs each other in a thouſand different directions 
to render them rich and fertile ; their oxen, their cows, 
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and almoſt all their animals, are much ſmaller than thoſe 


of the Hottentots—a difference which undoubtedly ariſes 
from the nature of ſap, and a certain flavour predomi- 
nant in every kind of graſs. I have made this obſerva · 


tion, not only on the domeſtic animals of the cantons 


which I traverſed, but alſo on thoſe which were wild, 
and I really found them ſmaller than thoſe I had be- 
fore ſeen in the dry and parched countries. I remark- 


ed, in my tour among the Nimiquas, who inhabit mere 


rocks and the molt barren parts perhaps of all Africa, 


that their oxen were the molt beautiful I had ever be- 
held; and that even the elephants and the hippopo- 


tami were much more robuſt than any where elſe, The 
little paſture which 1s to be met with in theſe miſerable 
places, is likewiſe exceedingly tender and ſweet. This 
quality in the herbs may eaſily be diſtinguiſhed, and 1 
employed a particular method to diſcover it. After I ar- 
rived in any canton, when my cattle returned from paſ- 
ture, I judged of the harſhneſs of the graſs upon which 


they had fed, by their diſperſing themſelves all over my 


camp, and eagerly ſearching for the bones left by my 
dogs, in order to eaſe their teeth. As theſe bones were 


_ of a calcareous nature, by gnawing them they blunted 


the force of that irritation and acidity which tormented 
them. We therefore never threw our bones into the fire. 
When theſe were wanting, dry wood or ſtones anſwered 
the purpoſe ; and when theſe could not be found, they 


even gnawed one another's horns. When the feeding 


Was plenty, this plan was never followed. 

_ Judging from x more obſervable induſtry, their know: 
ledge of ſome of the moſt neceſſary arts, a little acquaint- 
ance with agriculture, and a very few religious tenets, 


jt is probable that the Caffres are a much more civilized 


people than thoſe who live farther ſouth, Circumciſion, 
which they generally practiſe, proves that they either owe 
their origin to ſome ancient people, from whom they have 
degenerated, or that they have on! y copied it from neigh- 
bours, of whom they have at preſent no remembrance; 
for when one ſpeaks to them of this ceremony, they ſay 
it is neither from religion nor any other myſtic cauſe that 
they adopt it. They however entertain a very exalted 
ea. of the Supreme Being, and of his power ; and mg 
believe 
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niſhed, and the good rewarded ; but they have no idea 
of the creation. They imagine that the world exiſted 


from eternity, and that it will always remain as it is at 


preſent. In other reſpects they uſe no religious ceremo- 


nies, and they never offer up prayers; ſo that we may 


juſtly fay they have no religion at all, it there be no re- 
ligion without worſhip. They take upon themſelves the 


care of educating their own children. Though, they have 
no prieſts, they have magicians, who are much feared 


and reverenced by the greater part; but I never had the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing any of them. Notwithſtanding all 


their credit, I am very doubtful whether they impoſe as 


much upon the vulgar as ours. Thete Caffres ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be governed by a general chief or king, whote 


power, as I have had occation to obſerve, is very limited. 


As he receives no ſublidies, he cannot maintain troops, 
and he is far from having it in bis power to be deſpotie. 
He is the father of a free people, but he is neither feared 
nor reſpected. He is often much poorer than any of his 


ſabje&s, becauſe, being at liberty to take as many wives 


as he chooſes, and as theſe women think it an honour to 
belong to him, the expences occaſioned by this regal train, 
and which he 1s obliged to take from his private treaſury, 
I mean his fields, his cattle, &c. ruin his property, ard 
reduce it to nothing. 

ter ornamented than the reſt ; and he collects his ſeraglio 


and his family around him, which conſiſts of twelve or 


fifteen huts at moſt. The ſurrounding ficlds are thoſe 
that he commonly cultivates, and it is uſual for each per- 
ſon to gather in his own crops, in order to diſpoſe of them 
in any manner he inclines. The grain which they gather 
in is the favourite food of the Caffres : they beat and 
bruiſe it between two ſtones ; and for this reaſon, every 
family, ſeparating from the reſt that they may have their 
articles within reach, one horde, though not very nume- 
rous, frequently occupies a league ſquare of ground, 


which in no caſe happens among the Hottentots or the 
Gonaquas. | x, 


This ſeparation of the various hordes from each other, 
makes it neceſſary that they ſhould have leaders, whom 
the king appoints, When he has any thing to communi- 


cate. 


1 
believe in a future ſtate, and that the wicked will be pu- 


His hut is neither higher nor bet- 
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cate to them of great importance for the nation, he ſends 


for them, and tells them his orders, or, I ought rather 


to ſay, his news. The other chiefs then return to circus 
: late hem among thoſe over whom they prelide. 


Thie intrepid character of the Caffres, is ever to be infer- 
red {rom their arms, which are a plain lance and aſſagay. 
'They deſpiſe poiſoned arrows, which are ſo much in uſe 


among their neighbours, and hold them as unworthy of 
their conrage. They always wilh to meet their enemy 


face to face, and they never can throw their aſſagays un- 
ti! they ar- in the open fields. The Hottentot, on the 


contrary, cancealed under a rock or behind a buſh, deals 


out deitruction without being expoſed to danger. The 
one is a per..dious tiger, which ruſhes treacherouſly on 


his pre); and the other is a generous lion, which having 


given warning of his approach, makes his attack boldly, 


and periſbes it he des not get the better of his antago- 
niſt. The inequality ot his arms is not capable of making 
hint hefitate a moment, for his courage and ſpirit ſupply 
every deficiency. In the time of war, indeed, he carries 


2 buckler of about three feet in height, made of the thick- 
eſt part of a buffalo's hide, which is ſufficient to defend 
him from arrows, and even aſfagays, but not from a ball. 
The Caffre manages allo, with much addreſs, a weapon 


no leſs terrible than the aſſagay, when he falls in with his 
enemy. This weapon is a club, two feet and a half in 


length, made of one piece of wood, or of a root, three 
inches in diameter where thickeſt, aud decreafing in ſize 
towards one of its extremitics. Sometimes he will throw 


it to the diſtanee ct fifteen or twenty paces, and he gene- 
rally hits the propoſed mark. I have ſeen one of them 


kill a partridge in this way the moment it ſprang up from 


the earth. 


The chief power is hereditary in the family of the king, 
and the prince is always ſucceeded by his eideſt ſon ; but 


in defailt of male heirs, the nearet nephews, Sg” not 


his brothers, are the ſucceſſors. In caſes where the ſo- 


ver gn leaves neither nephews nor children, a king is 


ther. choſen from among the chiefs of the different hordes. 


On uch occaſions a party ſpirit ſometimes prevails, which 


OCcai.uvs factions aud intrigues which generally terminate 
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Polygamy is frequent among the Caffres, and their 


marriages are of a ſtill ſimpler kind than even the Hot- 


tentots. The parents of the bridegroom are always con- 
tented with the choice he has made, but thoſe of the bride 
inſpect into matters a little more narrowly, They, hows 
ever, ſeldom ſtart many difficulties ; they drink, dance, 
and make merry for whole weeks, according to the riches 
of the two families : but theſe feſtivals never take place 
except one marries for the firſt time; in other caſes every 


thing is tranſacted in private. The Caffres are no better 


acquainted with muſic, and have no other inſtruments 


than the Hottentots, except that I ſaw amongſt them a 


wretched flute ſcarcely worth being mentioned. They 
have the Engliſh ſtep in their dances, but they are nearly 
the ſame in every thing elſe. | : 
When the father of a family dies, the male children and 
the mother ſhare the ſucceſſion between them. The girls 
receive no part of it, and they remain with their mother 
until they can procure a huſband. If they marry during 
the life of the parents, they receive nothing elſe as a 
dowry but a few cattle, according to the riches of either 
arty. | | ü N | | 
: They do not commonly inter their dead ; but are car- 
ried from the Kraal by the family, and depoſited in a 
ditch which is open and common to the whole horde. 
Savage animals often go thither to ſeed at their leiſure, 


and this preſerves the air pure, which would otherwiſe 
ſoon become corrupted, by the multitude of carcaſes that 


are heaped together. Funeral honours are due only to 
kings and the chiefs of each horde. 'They cover the bo- 
dies with a heap of ſtones, piled up into the ſhape of a 
dome ; and this explains the cauſe of the number of little 
hillocks ranged in a line in the neighbourhood of Bruynt- 
jes-Hoogte, which the Caffres had poſſeſſion of formerly. 


I am a ſtranger to the diſpoſitions of the Caffres in 


love matters, and I cannot fay whether they are given 
to jealouſy or not. I imagine however that they are fo 
only with their own countrymen ; tor they readily give 
up their women to the firſt white man who wiſhes to en- 
joy them, provided they receive a ſmall retribution. 
Hans repeatedly gave me to underſtand, that all thoſe 


whom I admitted into my camp were at my ſervice, and 


that 
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that I had nothing to do but to make a choice: indeed 
there were no kind of allurements which they (did not 
throw out before their huſbands to lead me into their 
| ſnares; and the others were probably diſpleaſed with the 
cool manner in which their addreſſes were viewed by me. 
I do not intend to enlarge farther on theſe matters, as 
I imagine I have ſaid what may be ſufficient to ſhew how 
far theſe people differ from their neighbours, when there 
is no other communication between them but that occa- 
ſioned by bloody wars and unvaried diſlike, _ 
The happy day which was the eighth, in which we were 
to draw near to the Cape, at length arrived, upon which 1 
made a general review of my carriages, equipage, and 
oxen, &c. I had arranged my new collections, and ſurveyed 
| thoſe which I procured before; the balls and ſhot necei- 
ſary for our hunting excurſions were caſt; my oxen, which 
for a long time had enjoyed reſt, and abundance of ex- 
cellent paſture, were full and in good condition: in ſhort, 
I was prepared to ſet out; but J allowed other two days 
to bid adien to our worthy neighbours, and to entertain 
_ qurielves among them, | - 
90 ſoon as the news of my determination was circula- 
ted, I ſoon obſerved all the horde arriving, both men 
and women, in numbers. Haabas was at their head, 
while all who could walk followed him, and ran up to 
bid us farewel before we departed. I was extremely hap- 
py that they had come to ſpend theſe two days with us. 
The good Haabas introduced to me four or five Gona- 
quas of another horde, who having heard mention made 
of me, had been deputed to invite me to viſit their can- 
ton. This favour was requeſted too late; but J ſoſtened 
the refuſal of it by engaging to keep in mind their invita- 
tion the next time that I thould take a journey into thoie 
regions. | | 
For theſe two days all of us yielded to every extrava- 
gance of joy and amuſement, my brandy was not forgot, 
nor the hydromel which Haabas had prepared on pur- 
poſe and brought along with him; but the beautiful Na- 
rina and her filter, who were of the party, took no ſhare 
in theſe orgies. Sadneſs had above all disfigured the fea- 
tures of Narina, whom I comforted as well as I could 
by giving her a few preſents. I gave her ſome alſo for 
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her ſiſter, her mother, and her friends; in a word, I dif. 


{48 


poſed upon this occaſion of the greater part of my toys: 
but dreſs at this time was not what principally engaged 
her attention. To Haabas and his people I gave every 
thing I could ſpare without harting me, and without de- 
priving myſelt of thoſe reſources which were neceſſary for 


my return. 


Tobacco in a particular manner was diſtri- 
buted with great prodigality among theſe worthy ſavages, 


and I kept only as much of it as might be enough to ſa- 
tisſy my own people till we ſhould come to the Cape. 

I then took the venerable Haabas apart, and entreated 
him in the moſt affectionate manner, nay even with emo- 


tion, to adopt the advice which I had 


given him as to his 
own preſervation, and that of his horde. I endeavour. 


ed to perſuade him that the apparent eaſe of the planters, 
always collected in the fame place, ſeemed to forbode 
ſome new icheme, and of courſe new acts of treachery ; 
and that as his kraal lay direQly between the planters 


and the Catfres, he might {ſooner or later fall a v 
ther to, the one or the other party. 


ictim ei- 


He ſaid he would remove to à more ſuitable diſtance 


immediately upon my departure; giving as a reaſon for 


his not forming this reſolution ſooner, that he wiſhed to 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing me again on my return from 
Caffraria : but he added, with that affection and love of 
which he had given me ſo many proofs, that if the times 
became fortunate, that is to ſay, if peace ſhould be reſto- 
red, he was refolved to ſettle in my camp, tor the ſake 


of his benefactor, and as he could not 


lealant pl pitch upon a more 
plealant place. | 


I ſet out on the 4th of December : but it would be in 
vain for me to attempt deicribing the conſternation of the 
Gonaquas; one might have ſaid that I was leaving them 
to the wild beaſts, and that in loling me they loſt every 


thing valuable. 


With ſtill more difficulty could J deſ- 


cribe my. own feelings. I had now given the ſignal, and 
my people, carriages, and cattle, were already on their 
road: I therefore flowly followed this body; leading m 


behind me, nor uttered a ſingle word 
lieve the ſad weight upon my heart. 


. 8 my 
horſe by the bridle; and as I neither looked back to thoſe 


„I let my tears re- 


Worthy 
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Worthy and real friends, I ſhall ſee you no more! 


Whatever may be the reaſon for thoſe tender ſentiments 
which you have engaged to entertain towards me—be ye 


happy !—The cauſe of them is not more pure in Europe 
than among you—be ye happy ! No power can deſtroy 
the recollection of them. Trulting in my adieus, my re- 
gret, and my tears, you have perhaps long expected me 
in your calamities: your deceived ſimplicity has perhaps 
brought you back more than once to thoſe happy ſpots 
which were the ſcenes of our meetings and of our feſti— 
vals; you have in vain ſought for me; in vain have you 
called me to aſſiſt you: I could neither comfort nor de- 
fend you, immenſe tracts of country ſeparate us for ever. 
But think no more of me. May no fooliſh hope diſturb 
the tranquillity of your moments; ſuch an idea would 
embitter all my days. I have again yielded to the fet- 
ters of ſociety ; I thall die like ſo many others, oppreſſed 
by an enormous load; but I can at leaſt fay, with my 
laſt breath, „my very name is already forgot among my 
„ friends, while my ſootiteps are {till viſible among the 
“ Gonaquas,” 

Agreeable to the information I had got, I ſuppoſed 
that we ſhould ſee the ſnow-mountains upon the eaſt ſide; 
and that by leaving Bruyntjes Hoogte on the left, and 
paſting that chain of mountains which bear the ſame name, 


though they extend to a conſiderable diſtance, we mult 


undoubtedly reach the former, at the diſtance of forty or 
fifty leagues, or thereabouts, according to the road by 
which the various turnings might oblige me to carry my 


baggage and carriages. 


So various were the accounts I had heard of theſe hills, 
that I was exceedingly anxious to ſee them, and pals 
them without being hurried, but I could not reach them 
ſo ſoon as I imagined. 1 being informed that the 
height and coldneſs of their tops rendered them uninha- 


bitable for ſeveral months of the year, this new climate 
ſeemed to promiſe me new productions, and chat of vari- 
ous kinds, worthy of my attention. 


Although the heat was exceſſive we proceeded full fix 
leagues; and about one in the afternoon we halted, at 
the ruins of a kraal which had been terribly ravages 
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The miſerable inhabitants had perhaps been ſurpriſed andi 


{lain 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 157 


Hain on the ſpot, as the ground was overſpread with hu- 
man bones and pieces of carcaſes; a diſguſting ſpectacle 
which we haſtened to be away from. | 

We ſet out at four that evening, and having proceeded 
four hours, we came to a deſerted dwelling, from which 
there had been nothing carried away but the furniture. 
I meant to ſpend the night here; but we had only put 
ourſelves in order, when I felt a molt extraordinary itch- 
ing all over my body ; upon which I uncovered my breaſt, 
and ſaw it quite black with numerous ſwarms of fleas. 
The very Hottentots were not altogether free ſrom the 


attacks of theſe importunate vermin ;z and for this reaſon 


we immediately quitted the infectious places, which m 

people called the camp of fleas, and went to eſtabliſh our- 
ſelves at a little diſtance, upon the banks of a pure and 
delightful ſtream, into which I plunged without taking 
time to ſtrip. As my body was completely ſpeckled, 
to Klaas recommended me, when I came out of the bath, 
to ſuffer myſelf to be rubbed in the manner of the ſava- 
ges. I was therefore greaſed and boghoued for the firſt 
time in my life, and 1 muſt acknowledge, that I found 
myſelf much eaſter. Though we only halted a quarter 
of an hour in this unfortunate ſpot, my dogs and carria- 
ges were covered with theſe flies. The balſamic opera- 
tion to which I had juſt ſubmitted was the only plan to 
ſecure me from them, until time, -or a ſhower of rain, 
might get us entirely quit of them. By reaſon of this 


proceſs, which is cuſtomary with the Hottentots, they 


had not been attacked by them in the manner I was. 
This new place which we took poſſeſſion of, and where 
we ſpent the night, was not without its beauties. On the 
north fide we were encloſed by vaſt foreſts of the ſame 
kinds of trees as thoſe before mentioned; and the plain 
was filled with the mimoſa, which the planters call doo- 
ren-boom I had the ſatisfaction to ſee it in full bloſſom. 
This was a fortunate circumſtance to me; and I did not 


fail to take advantage of ir; for, as I have already men- 


tioned, the flowers of this tree attract a vait number of un- 
common inſects, which are rarely found but at this ſea- 
ſon; and theſe inſects, in their turn, attract thither large 
flocks of birds of every fort, to which they ſerve as food. 
J pitched, therefore, in this plain, where I entertained 
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myſelf in altering my ſpot for encampment. I had cauſe 
to ſuppoſe that all the borders of the foreſt had been at 
one time inhabited by Caffres; for we could not ſtir a 
Rep without noticing the remains of old huts, more or leſs 
deſtroyed by the ravages of time. I here found, without 
any difficulty, two ſorts of antelope, the gnou and the 
ſpring-bock. The filence of the night never ſtruck me 
as more majeſtic than here. The roaring of the lion re- 
ſounded around us at certain times, but the converſations 
of theſe ferocious animals, could not terrify us, nor in- 
terrupt our reſt, having been accuitomed to them, and 
to live among them for more than twelve months. We 
did not, however, negle& our cuſtomary precautions. 
My collection was increaling every day; and I enriched 
it here with a noble bird entirely unknown to ornithologiſts: 
the Hottentots named it t- lager, or the mock-bird. As } ? 
ſoon as it ſaw any of us, or our animals, more of the 
ſame ſpecies inſtantly came in view by ſcores; and ſetting ! 
upon the branches neareit to us, railing themſelves ſtraight 1 
on their feet, and balancing their bodies from the one If 4 
ſide to the other, they ſtunned us by repeating in a very 
quick manner theſe ſyllables, gra, ga, ga, ga. Theſe © 
Poor creatures ſeemed hurrying to their own deſtruction; t! 
for we killed as many of them as we inclined. This bird I} 2 
is nearly of the ſame ſize with the black. bird; its plum- 
age, which 1s of a golden green, has a tinge of purple; c: 
the long tail is chaped like the head of a lance, and, likeF 
4 the feathers of the wings, it is delighttully ſpotted with! 
F white: the bill, which is hooked and long, is remarkable fo 
| as well as the feet, by being of a molt beautiful red colour, oc 
l It climbs along the branches of trees, to catch inſects on 
[: which it feeds; and when they hide themſelves below chef ba 
. bark, it detaches them with its beak very nicely. in 
This bird is by no means a wood-pecker, although it} - 
appears to have a conſiderable affinity to it. Very par f* 
$ ticular characteriſtics, as will be afterwards ſhewn, plain irie. 
2 ly diſtinguiſh it from them. abu 
bf a Obſerving one evening that they approached us i: 
flocks, without the leaſt precaution, or being any waz 
alarmed by our preſence, to relt in different holes in ti 
trunk of a large tree, near which we were encamped, 


delired that ſeveral of theſe holes might be cloſed ; * 
th 
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the following morning, when TI opened them with great 
care, I had the Cat on to ſeize theſe birds by their 
bills, as they made their appearance in order to eſcape, 
'This plan 1s certainly very ſimple and eaſy ; and barbets 
and wood-peckers of every kind may be caught in the 
ſame way; but, as the latter ſecrete -themſelves better 
than the former, they : are not fo eaſily diſcovered. An 


obſervation which J imagine to be very juſt, is, that ſuch 


birds as have two toes Bae 19850 two behind, retire to 
hollow trees in the night-time; but this, ee does 
not hinder other ſpecies, ſuch” as. the titmouſe, the nut- 
hatch*, &c. of the ſame inſtinct. 

It would not be pru dent to thruſt one's hand into theſe 
holes without being acquainted with the contents; for 
they are frequently. 
ſize of a rat; and ſe erpents allo ſometimes get into them, 
in order to devour the birds or the eggs: and though 
theſe reptiles, for the moſt part, are not noxious, they 
never fail to occaſion great terror, 
always fuppreſs. That pecies Antes koyoper-kapel, of 
which I have already po ken, glide up trees very euſily, 
and may alſo take ſhelter in ſome of theſe b Hole es: pen ple, 
then, would be in h1-ard of ſtill more than 
a very high price for their rah curioſity. 

We proſecute -d our journey on the 16th. I BY en- 
camped five different times in this country, which we 

vere now about to Icave. Having march d thee] hours, 
found we were on the banks of the Klein-Vis river; 
lo that I could not proceed farther that day: and we 
occupied a great deal of time in attempting to find 
a part of the river fordable for the arriages. They 
had been in conſiderable hazard of overſetting formerly 
in this very ſpot. 

Having paſſed the river the next Gay without any harm, 
found another forſaken dwelling ; but I had not the cu- 
rioſity to advance to it. Some leagues farther we tound 
abundance of mimoſas, and all as com; etely in bioſſom 
as thoſe I had left the evening before. 1 yielded the 
more readily to the temptation which induced me to ſtop 
on the borders of theſe foreſts, as I obſerved a variety of 
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birds which I had no where ſeen, and, for the ſecond 
time, that kind of perroquet of which I have before ſpo- 
ken. Wandering to a little diſtance, I found myſelf in a 


mall meadow, amidſt a wood of very buſhy trees. This 
peaceful deſert ſeemed to be favourable for my operations, 


and very convenient for my carriages; but to convey 
them through buſhes and branches which croſſed each 
other in a thouſand different directions, appeared to be a 
work of great difficulty. We had, however, overcome 
obſtacles even more inſurmountable ; and this, like all 

the reſt, gave way to our exertions. On the 19th, after 
much labour and fatigue, I accompliſhed my deſpn; 
but I had the misfortune to loſe ons of my beſt oxen, 
which was driven with ſo much violence againſt one of 

the mimoſas that its prickies penetrated the animal's 
breaſt, and broke in the fleſh, We extracted in the beſt 
manner we could all thoſe which appeared, or which we 
could lay hold of, with a pair of pincers ; but, as our 
art extended no farther, thoſe which had ſunk deeper, 
and which we could neither lay hold of nor obſerve, pro- 
duced ſo great an inflammation, that, in the courſe of 


twenty-four hours, all the advice of my chief phyſicians 1! 


terminated in reſolving to kill the patient, a reſolution 1! 
which they immediately put in ſorce. 5 

Touracos were found in ſwarms in theſe woods, which 7: 
were more familiar, and ſeemed to be much larger than 10 
thoſe of the wood of Auteniqua. I noticed here Iikewile U 
a new ſpecies of the calao; and, among other birds w hic 1 tl 
had never before ſeen, T ditlinguiſhed a blackbird with ſe 
an orange- coloured belly; which, beſides the pleaſure c- 
caſioned by this diſcovery, gave me alſo an opportunity ha 
to obſerve the ſimplicity of my Hottentots. When Vit be 
brought this bird to me, which was a female one, I de- © 
fred him to return that moment to the place where he elc 
had killed it, not doubting that he would find the male; 2? 


but he begged me to diſpenſe with his ſervices upon this} an 


occaſion, as he durſt not venture to fire at it. I how-Y vt 
ever continued to inſiſt upon his obeying ; but what was do 
my aſtoniſhment when 1 ſaw him with an affected air, 
and in a tone almaſt lamentable, declare that ſome mil 
fortune would undoubtedly enſue ; that he had ſcarcely} 
killed the female, when che male began to purſue hi 
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me-wrou! It mult be obſerved that theſe two words ex- 
actly repreſent the animaPs cry; and I was more con- 
vinced of this afterwards, by killing one of theſe black- 
birds, than by the vain terrors of Pit. The ſyllables it 
ſeems to pronounce are three Dutch words, which ſigni- 
ty Pit or Peter my wife ; and Pit imagined that the bird, 

calling him by his Name, 1 ee him to return his mate. 
J found it almoſt 1 impot libie to calm the diſturbed imagi- 
nation of this man, who perſiſted in reiuling to fire on 
theſe birds; and had any unlucky accident happened to- 
him during our marches or hunting excurfions, whatever 

might have been the cauſe of it, his companions would 


no doubt have aſcribed it ro his killing the firſt. of theſe 


blackbirds. This idea, founded upon a fact which I had. 
myſelf an opportunity to be ſatisfied about, might, in the 
wilds of Africa, have anſwered as a fundamental miracle 
of a new religious ſect, | 

Throughout this foreſt I met with a ſpecies of apes 
with black faces; but I could never get hold of any of 
them. Skipping from one tree to another, as if ſetting 
me at defiance, they in turns appeared and diſappeared 
in an inſtant ; whilit I fatigued myſelf to no purpoſe in 
purſuing hem: One morning, however, after ranging 
for ſome time in the neighbourhood of my camp, I ob- 
ſerved about thirty of them ſeated on the branches of a 
tree, and expoling their white bellies to the firſt rays of 
the ſun. As the tree which they had choſen was ſo much 
ſeparated from the reſt, that their ſhadow did not incom- 
mode them, I made a circuit through the buſhes, and 
having approached as near to them as I could without 

being diſcovered, I ran up to the tree before they had 

time to deſcend. I was certain that none of them had 

eſcaped; but, notwithſtanding this, I could not perceive 

one of them, though I cait my eyes round on every ſide, 

and walked backwards and forwards, examining the tree: 

with the utmoſt attention. I reſolved therefore to ſit. 
down at ſome diſtance trom the root of it, and to watch: 
until I could oblerve ſome motion; and after a conſidera- 
ble ſpace of time I was amply repaid for my patience. I 

at length ſaw a head itretched out, apparently with a 

ew of diſcovering what was become of me; upon which. 
IE 3 taking, 
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with great fury, continually crying out Pit me-a ri, Pit. 
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taking aim, I diſcharged my piece, and the animal in- 
ſtantly fell. I expected that the noiſe of the report would 
have frightened the reſt of the troop ; but this was not 
the caſe; and though I kept my poſt for half an hour long- 
er, not one of them ſtirred or appeared. Tired of this 
fatiguing employment, I fired ſeveral times into the tree 
at random, and had the pleaſure of ſeeing two more fall; 
while a third, which was only wounded, ſuſpended it- 
ſelf by its tail from a ſmall branch: another diſcharge 
brought this one down alſo ; and, being ſatisfied with my 
ſpoil, I collected my four apes, and ſet out to return to 
my camp. When I had got to a certain diſtance from 
the tree, I ſaw the whole troop, which, imagining that 
I was now too far from them to do any execution, deſ— 
cend with precipitation, and haiten towards the thick- 
eſt part of the woods, ſending forth loud cries. By ſome 
ſtragglers, which with difficulty followed the reſt, halting 
either on one of the hind or fore feet, I concluded that 
ſeveral of them had been wounded by my ſhot; but in 
this precipate flight 1 did not obſerve, as ſome travellers 
have ſaid, that thoſe unhurt aflited the lame ones, by ta- 
king them up on their ſhoulders, in order that their com- 
mon retreat might not be retarded: and I cannot help 
thinking that, in this reſpect, when attacked, they reſem- 
ble the Hottentots, whole attention is too much employ- 
ed about their own ſecurity to be occupied about that of 
of any one elle. | | 
Upon my return to the camp, I proceeded to examine 
my ſeizure, This kind of ape is middle ſized; the hair, 
which is pretty long, has generally a greenilh tint ; its 
belly, as I have already remarked, 1s white, and its face 
is altegether black. Its rump is callous ; and this part, 
which is entirely deſtitute of hair, as well as the organs 
of generation in the male, 1s of a fine blue colour. . At 
the time when I was examining theſe animals, Kees en- 
tered my tent, and I imagined that he was about to give 
vent to loud cries, when he perceived them, though they 
were of a different ſpecies from him ; but it appeared 
that he was not ſo much afraid of them when dead as 
when alive: he conſidered them one after the other, and 
turned them over ſeveral times in all directions, to exa- 
mine them in the ſame manner as he had ſeen me. He 
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was not, I believe, the firſt monkey who wiſhed to ſet up 
for a naturaliſt ; but he was ſtrongly impelled by a ſecret 
motive much leſs generous than that of acquiring know- 
Jedge. By feeling the cheeks of the deceaſed, he had 
diſcovered ſome treaſures ; for I ſoon ſaw him venture to 


open their mouths, take Fon their pouches“ the almonds 


they had taken off the tree calied Fg Poul, and put them 
in his own pouch. 

My ſituation here became very important; and produ- 
ced me great ſtore; beſides, it was very pleaſant to my 
people, and ſupplied plenty of proviſions ſor my cattle, 
] remained in it, therefore, till the 28th, and left it with 
much regret. It was one of thote which made me under- 
ſtand with what eaſe 1 could forget the exiſtence of any 
other climates, manners, or amulements, 

We proceeded the next morning, and having travelled 
three hours, we tell in with a few ſavage Hottentots, 


who were driving ſome ſheep before them, and going to 


join their reſpective hordes, from which they had ſepara- 
ted; but for what end 1 could not learn. As I run thort 
of proviſions, ] purchaſed a couple of theſe animals from 


them, for which I paid them liberally, and we continued 


our journey together 1cr above an hour; after which, 


their deſtination being different from ours, they left us 
to reviſit their kraals that were a few leagues diſtant. 


Three hours after, we were ſtopped by the river Klein- 


Vis, which, from the time that we croſſed it, now appear- 
ed to us for the third time. The wheels of one of my 


carriages began here to give way; the ſpokes turned ſo 
looſe in the naves, that the ſmalleſt jolt made us trem- 
ble; any more delay would only have increaſed the mis- 
fortune, and on this account I determined to continue in 
my encampment here a few days to repair it. 


here, in two days after, by the new ityle of my calendar, 
that we ſpent new year's day 782. 


The Hottentots, who have not the leaſt idea of the fon 


lar year, are conſequently itrangers to the etiquette of 
the firſt day it commences; no compliments therefore 


Were 
* [t has been obſerved by Naturaliſts, that between the checks 


and the under jaw bones of ats, they have bags or pouches, which 
anſwer for ſtore-houſes, in whi.h they depoſit from time to tia.c ſuch 


fruits as for want of leiſure, or r inclination they keep there, till hun- 
ger ſtimulate. 


It was 
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were paid on our part, and conſequently there were no 
falſchoods told, and no hypocritical proteſtations made. 
I only gave mylelf, as a new-year's gift, a new hat, 
which had never been cocked, and I made my people 
ſhoot for my old one. Klaas having been fo tortunate 
as to bre k the bottle to pieces, it would be impollible for 
me to deſcribe his joy when he found that he had gained 
the prize, and increaſed his wardrobe by ſo valuable an 
article, and a piece of dreſs vaſtly more ſplendid than 
the old breeches which I preſented him upon my ſolemn 
entrance among the Gonaquas. 

The following morning, as we were buſily engaged about 
our waggon and wheels, an univerſal joy ſeemed to cir— 
culate over every face: and when I atxed my people the 
cauſe of this ſudden emotion, they came up to me, and 
pointed to a diſtant cloud, which teemed to be advancing 
towards us. In this phenomenon I found nothing that 
could occaſion ſo much rejuicing; and I did not diſtin- 
guiſh, till this pretended cloud had got nearer us, that 
it was compoſed of millions of locuſts. I had often heard 
mention made of theſe inſets, which every year collect 
themſelves into innumerable ſwarms, and quit the places 
that gave birth to them, in order to eitablith themſelves 
ſomewhere elle ; but this was the firit time I ever ſaw them. 
They were indeed fo numerous, that they darkened the air; 
they did not, however, riſe very high above our heads, 
aad they ſormed a column which might be about three 
thouſand feet in length, and, reckoning by my watch, 
three hours elapſed before they had patied us. This 
ſwarm ſuck ſo cloſe, that a number of them, itifled or 
hurt by being thrown upon the others, fell like hail ſhow- 
ers, while Kees, who gathered them, regaled himſelf on 
them with great fatisfa&tion, — £59 

They were alſo an excellent feaſt to the Hottentot peo- 
Ple, who extolled this manna ſo much that I yielded to 
the temptation, and wilhed to partake with them; but if 
it is true, as we are aſſured, that in Greece, and parti - 
cularly at Athens, the public markets were always ſup- 
plied with this food, and that it was much ſought after 
by the epicures of the time, I freely acknowledge, that 
I ſhould have cut a very ridiculous figure among thele 
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Acridophagi, if Heaven, together with the taſte of tke 
Greeks, had conferred upon me a different conſtitution. 
Upon the 3d day of January we ſet out, and, leaving 


behind us that chain of hills, called Bruyntjes- Hoogte, 


490 
we perceived to the north thoſe of Snew Berg, for 


which we had been ſo long wiſhing. Though the hotteſt 
ſeaſon was now arrived, we ſtil} obſerved ſow in the fiſ- 
ſures and ravines neareſt the ſummits of theſe awful moun- 
tains. Whilſt I was amuſing myſelf in looking at them with 
my ſpy-glaſs, my Hottentots informed me that they ſaw 
a white man. This diſcovery affected me in a very ſen- 
ſible manner, for I had not ſeen any of that colour for 
ſeveral months. I found that this perſon had undertaken 
a very long journey, merely with a view to procure ſalt, 
at a lake ſituated near the river Swart-Kops ; and having 


joined him, we converſed together for fans time; but he 


could not refrain from ſhedding tears when he related to 
me that in the commencement of the war againſt Catfra- 
ria, in which he refuſed to aſſiſt the reſt of the planters, 
he had been attacked, with his wife, an oply ſon, and 
his Hottentots, by the Caffres, with whom he had always 
before kept up a friendly intercourſe; that he and his fa— 
mily had quickly hid themſelves in the buſhes; but that, 


when day arrived, the whole troop united, and he found 
his ſon pierced through by a thouſand aſſagays. The 


melancholy tale of this untortunate father filled me with 


great grief; and though I did not attempt to allay his, 
the moſt profound filence expreſled, better than vain rea- 


ſoning, what conſolation he could expect from a feelin 

heart. He however acknowledged, that the hatred of 
the Caffres was invincible, but that it was very unfor- 
tunate for thoſe that were innocent that the effects of 


weir hatred did not at all times light on thoſe wli9 
merited 1t only. 


For a little entertainment, I deſired him to ſpend this 
night with me, and | regaled him in the belt way I was 


able. I feaſted him with my belt tea, and 2 him 
ſome fine tobacco. The thread of our converfation ha- 


ving conducted us, I know not how, to the ſubject of 


horſes, he told me that one of his friends, who lived near 
the Swart Kops, had ſhewn him one which he had found 
when out on a hunting excurſion, and that, not being a- 
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ble to diſcover to whom he belonged, he had kept him. 
This circumitance reminded me of the one I had left on 
the banks of the river Krom, at the end of the Ange- 
Rloof, ſeven or eight months before; and, after the ac- 
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count which I gave, he was ſo firmly perſuaded that this 
was my horſe, that he immediately offered to let me pick 
out two of his beſt oxen, if I would conſigu my right o- 
ver to him, and give 3 7 2 letter to bis friend that he 
might ſend for him. My horſe undoubtedly was worth 
much more than he offered ; but, conſidering on the one 
hand the difficulties and the delay that would be occaſi- 
oned by undertaking ſo long a journey, and on the other 
the ſervice that I might immediately receive from the two 
oxen which he offered me, and being anxious likewiſe to 
give him ſome token of my regard and friendſhip, I made 
no heſitation in accepting his propoſal, and I gave him a 
line to demand my horſe which was there. 

We (till proſecuted our journey towards the Snew- Berg, 
which we kept always in ight, and at the foot of which 
I expected to arrive the day following ; but about elever 
the exceſſive heat obliged us to halt on the banks of the 
Bly river, where we paſſed the night. This torrent was of 
little ſervice to us, as the eng had dried it almoſt en- 
tirely up, ſo that we had nothing elie to quench the thirit 
which tormented us but ſome bad taſted itagnant water, 

that we found in ſome of the deepeſt parts of. its bed. At 
the break of day we haſtened to quit this diſagreeable 
Place, and, after a march cf three hours and a Ball we 
fell in with another river, named Birds river, where I 
remarked, among other ſingularities, that the more we 
aporoached the ſnow mountains the more intenſe the heat 
became. The piles of rocks which compoted their lofty 
peaks, heated no doubt by the ſcorching tun, reflected his 
rays and concentred them in the adjoining valleys. 15 
all the caravan was much diſtreſſed by it, we could no 
make farther progrels. 

During the thort time employed in i from the 


one river to the other, we fell in with only one flock of 


ſpring-boc antelopes; but this flock filled all the plain. 
It was an emigration of which we ſaw neither the begin- 
ning nor the end. This was preciſely the ſeaſon when 


theſe animals quit the dry rocky regions of the cans 
© 
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of Africa to repair towards the north, either to Caffraria, 


or ſome other woody country abounding with water. To 
attempt to number them, or to fav that they amounted 


to twenty, thirty, or even fifty thouſand, I ſhould be ve- 


ry far from the truth; to believe what [ here atlert one 
muſt have ſeen their paſſage. We marched in the midſt 
of them, yet they emed not to be in the leaf deranged; 
and they were fo tame that I killed three of them without 
quitting my carriage: it would have been very eaſy for 
us, had there been occaſion tor it, to procure as many as 


would have ſupplied proviſions for a long time to innu— 


merable armies. In a word, the retreat of theſe ante- 
lopes marked out, with greater certainty than the Liege 


Almanack, that approaching heat which there was every 
cauſe to look for. 


We ſet out again on the morning of the 9th, and as 


we went up the birds river, which rifes in the ſnow 
mountains, an accident, that might have been attended 
with very ſerious conſequences, {topped us for ſome time. 


The clothes of the perton who drove one of my carriages 


having caught hold of fome prickles of the mimoſa, which 
he did not obſerve, while he was endeavouring to place 


bimſelf in his ſeat he fell down, and as the waggon ad- 
vanced the whee] went over tis leg, I inſtanily ran up 


to him, and I was exceedingly happy to find, ſi a mi- 
nute examination, that there was no fracture, I applied 
fomentations to the wound myſelf, afterwards wrapped 
it up with ſeveral bandages ſoaked in brandy, and, leſt 
my patient ſhould regret the uſe to which I applied it, L 

made him {ſwallow a large bumper cf it. He rode in one 
of my carriages for ſeveral days; and this accident was 
attended wich no other effects. 

The ſnow mountains ſeemed to me like the land of 
promiſe, for J found it extremely difficult to reach them, 
as one obſtacle conſtantly ſucceeded another. Gn the 


7th, when I was about to depart, perceiving, when L 


numbered my cattle, that three of them were wanting, 
my people diſperſed themſelves on every ſide in queſt of 
them, and were fortunate. enough to ſucceed ; but this o- 
peration required ſo much time, that we could not yoke 
them till ſeven in the evening. The days had now at- 
tained to their greateſt length, but the coolneis of the 
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nights was extremely agreeable; and, as I conjectures 
that we were no more than four or five leagues from 
Platte river, I intended, when we arrived there, not to 
proceed any tarther. 

We had ſcarce travelled two or three leagues, when 
one of my Hottentots in the rear-guard came galloping 
towards me full ſpeed, followed by all the relays, which 
arrived in the greateſt confuſion. The terror being com- 
municated to the twelve oxen of my Pampoen kraal wag- 

on, which at that time having no Hottentots to keep 
them back and manage the two firlt, as is commonly the 
caſe, took fright and ſtarted on one ſide, by which acci- 
dent the pole was broken, and dragging the carriage af- 
ter them, they ruſhed into the thickeſt part of the buſhes. 
Our confuſion now became every moment more univer- 
' fal, and by the bellowing of the oxen there appeared to 
be no doubt that we were purſued by hons. We there- 
fore ran to our arms: and whillt ſome attempted to ſtop 
the oxen of. the other two carriages, which had ſuffered 
themſelves to be hurried away like thoſe of the third, and 
while others were butied in gathering and collecting eve- 
ry thing they could lay their hands on in order to kindle 
fires, I ſet out, accompanied by my moſt expert hurtt- 
men, and went back che ſame way we had come, to op- 
Pole theſe cruel animals, and give the others time to 
make every neceilary preparation. The night was not 
very dark; we wee upon a ſandy plain, which enabled 
us to perceive 6þj:&s at a certain diſtance; and when J 
ſaw my dogs «pprozch us, and keep cloſe to us in a bo- 
dy, I was fully perſuaded that there were lions near us. 
Suddenly obſcrving two of theſe animals, which appear- 
ed to be waiting for us on a ſmall eminence, we diſchar- 
ged all onr nuſquets together; but this produced no o- 
ther eff:& than uo make them diſappear. We howeve 
ſtill advanced in hopes of at leaſt killing one of them 
and, by "uf of precaution, we continued to diſcharge ou 

FRG but we ſaw nothing more of them. As it was ot 

no moment to perſiſt in purſuing them farther, for the 

had by this time got to a conſiderable diſtance, and a: 

our fires were well kindled, we approached them, while 

. ur 1cattered oxen did the. ſame. They arrived at tht 

Jpot one atter the 8 and in a little time we had re 
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covered them all, except thoſe belonging to the Pampo- 
en-kraal waggon, which we heard beliowing at a certain 
diſtance. Though they were not far from us, none of 
my people ſhewed any inclination to go to their relief; 
but having at length prevailed upon a few of them to 
follow me, each of us took a flaming torch in the one 
hand, and a muſquet in the other, and, protected by m 
dogs which preceded us, we went in fearch of them, and 
ſoon reached the place where they were. When we ar- 
rived, I found that the piece of the pole which the oxen 
had carried with them being caught between two trees had 
ſtopped them: they were all in a cluſter, and ſo embar- 
raſſed in the traces, that there were no other means of ex- 
tricating them but by cutting them to pieces. Three of 
the oxen were miſting ; they had broken their yokes, and 
we {ſuppoſed that they were devoured ; but when we re- 
turned to our fires, I learned that they had juſt made 
their appearance. 


Were thefe animals taught by an inſtinct merely me- 
chanical, that near fires they had nothing to fear from 
their enemies? Had cuſtom inſpired them with this re- 
flection, that for more than the ſpace of a year, ſpent in 
travelling along with me, voracious animals, which at 
firſt cauled fo much uneaſineſs to them, dared neither to 
attack them nor come near them? Or did they conceive 
| fo high a notion of man, as to ſee in him a powerful pro- 
tector, and an irreſiſtible defender? I thall not attempt to 
explain this ſubject; but I know that Nature, which gives to 
all animals whatever, a ſuſficient ſhare of intelligence to 
provide for their own ſafety, ſeemed here to have doubled 
it; and upon this point 1 have oftener than once had 
occaſion to make remarks, which have always filled me 
with amazement and admiration. The morals to be 
drawn. from natural hiſtory extend farther than may be 
Jimagined. The eye of metaphyſics penetrates daily far- 
Ither and farther ; and blind curioſity, which alone form- 
oſed collections formerly, gives place at preſent to nobler 
eſand more valuable motives. The attention of the phi- 
1 oſopher is not now drawn to objects too ſmall; the 
genius of diſcovery knows to give importance to every 


b ning; and even inſects, conſidered twenty years ago as 
re Vor. II. = "7 minute 
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minute and mean objects, occupy a conſpicuous place in 


the ſcale of beings*. 

At day-break I returned to the place where I had fired 
the preceding evening, and I obſerved the traces of a 
lion and thoſe of a lioneſs, which, though equally ſtrong, 
are always leſs. Having followed theſe traces for ſome 
time, they led me, by a ſmall winding, near to my 
people, which proved to me that theſe animals had ad- 
vanced cloſe to us. We thought it very lucky that we 
had kept watch till the appearance of day ; and this cir- 
cumſtance was an uſeful hint to me never to travel du- 
ring the night in countries with which I was ſo little ac- 
quainted, and which, as I learned afterwards, are the 
moſt dangerous to be paſſed of all Africa. | 

I had under my carriages ſome ſpare poles cut down 
in the foreſts of Auteniqua: but as there was no water 
in the place where we halted, and as we had no time to 
loſe in procuring any, I ordered the traces to get a 
temporary repair: we ſpliced therefore the broken pole, 
in the beſt manner we could, with two pieces of wood, 
and purſued our journey ; but how greatly were we dil- 
appointed when we came to the Platte river to find it dried 
up ! We went up its banks for three quarters of an hour, 
alvays tormented with thirſt, which {till increaſed, and 
out of breath ; but at length we had the good fortune to 
arrive at ſome bogs, containing a little muddy water 
which the ſun had not yet exhaled. 5 . 

Here we no longer beheld the beautiful country of 
Cafſraria; and we had entirely loſt. fight of thoſe rich 
paſtures, and ihoſe majeſtic foreſts, over which our eyes 
had wandered with ſo much delight. Rocks piled on 
each other and parched ſands every day ſucceeded thoſe 
beautiful views, under torms always more hideous. We 
found ourſelves every where hemmed in by mountains, 
the ſides of which were inclined in a moſt fantaſtical 
manner, while their*peaked tops, ſuſpended over our heads, 
filled the mind with that profound dread, which is the 
reſult of diſcouragement, and which awakens the moſt 

| diſmal 


* A complete treatiſe of Ontology will ſoon appear, worthy of the 
learned man who firſt laid the foundations of that excellent work, 
and of the reſpectable con noiſſeur who protects and ſupports by his 
fortune ſo noble an undertaking. | 
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diſmal remembrance. Thoſe of Snew. Berg, at the foot 
of which we now were, roſe very far above the reſt; and 
winter, ſeated on their ſummits, ſeemed to diſpute with 
the ſun the ſovereignty of theſe diſmal regions. 

As it was my intention to climb and traverſe a part of 
this celebrated cordillera, though I knew that the Boſh- 
men had, like the lions, eſtabliſhed their haunts in it, 
and as I was delirous of ſecuring myſelf from any ſur- 
priſe by either, I pitched my camp in an open ſpot, and 
fortified it in the beſt manner I could. 

Having ſeen the traces of a rhinoceros, my ancient ar- 
dour for hunting was again revived, and I promiſed a 
handſome reward to the firſt of my people who thould pro- 
cure me one of theſe prodigious animals; but neither of us 
were ſo fortunate, for we ſaw no farther appearance of 
them. I however unexpectedly fell in with a ſmall flock of 
eight elks, none of which ſpecies I had ever killed, and pur- 
ſu-ing them briſkly, I ſhot one dead on the ſpot. Doctor 
Sparrman has given a very accurate deſcription of this 
animal, which the ſavages call ana. It is entirely dif- 
ferent from the elk deſcribed by Buffon, and is only the 

largeſt ſpecies of the Cape antelopes. 

When I returned to my camp, I found that the whole 
of my hunters, who had diſperſed themſelves every where 
throughout the neighbourhood with a view of gaining the 
Prize, were arrived very much diſcontented and fatigued. 
One of them having informed me that he had met with 
a horde of ſavage Hottentots, whoſe kraal was ſituated 
juſt at the foot of the mountains, I reſolved to pay them 
a viſit; but J carried with me only three of my belt 
markſmen and the perſon who had given me this intelli- 
gence. Next morning, at break of day, we had ſcarcely 
advanced half way when we met five of theſe people, 
who of their own accord were coming towards my camp 
to ſee me. They however turned back, and conducted 
me to their habitation, where their children, as ſoon as 
they eſpied me, ran different ways to conceal themſelves, 
ſending forth horrible cries. This general conſternation 
appeared to me very unnatural, and diſconcerted all my 
ideas; for, when [I firſt entered the horde of Haabas and 
that of ſeveral others, the women and the children had 
indeed retired, but by their behaviour they ſhewed net- 
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ther fear nor apprehenſion. Being very deſirous to dif- 


cover the cauſe of this terror, I was informed that theſe 
people had been eſtabliſhed only a ſhort while in the place 


where I ſaw them ; that in Camdebo, their own country, 


they had experienced a thouſand perſecutions from the 
planters; that, animated with the moſt inveterate and 
fanguinary hatred againſt the whites, they attempted to 
beget in their children the ſame diflike to them, that 


it might increaſe as they grew up; and that they were not 
unbappy to have heard them rehearſe, at this meeting, 


their bloody leſſon. 

The men ſaw me approach with a ſmile, and ſeemed 
by no means ſurpriſed to ſee me; as they had been told 
the evening before that I propoſed to viſit them. Their 
horde amounted only to about an hundred, or an hund- 
red and twenty people; and their flocks, which I met 
in going towards them, and which conſiſted of an hund- 
red horned cattle, and perhaps twice that number of 
ſheep, plainly ſhewed that they were far from being 
wealthy: but I was more fully convinced that this was 


the caſe when I ſaw theſe poor wretches employed in 


drying locuſts upon hard mats, and cutting of their legs 


and their wings. As their collection of this proviſion 
was in the higheſt ſtate of fermentation, I was obliged 
to take the windward ſide of them, for the purpoſe ot eſ- 


caping the infectious exhalations which iſſued only from 
them occafionally, „ 

Six months before theſe miſerable creatures had taken 
refuge here, to ſhun the cruelties committed by the plan- 
ters; but, ignorant of it, they had expoſed themſelves to 
atrocities of another kind. Beſides the dangerous Boſh- 
men, who might every moment diſcover them, they had 
to defend themſelves alſo againſt ferocious animals, and 
particularly wild dogs, which occaſioned great ravages a- 
mong their flocks. Having given them ſome advice reſ- 


petting their ſafety, and made them a few preſents, I of- 


fered to purchaſe ſome ſheep from them, which they pro- 


miſed to bring next morning. As I was preparing to 


take leave of them, I was obliged to enter dne of their 
buts, to ſhelter myſelf from a dreadful ſtorm which ſud- 
denly came upon us, and which continued full three 
hours, during which I was almoſt inundated. All the 
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kraal was in danger of being entirely ſwept away; many 
of the huts were violently ſhaken; the torrents hurried 
before them ſand and earth, which they waſhed down in 
their courſe, and trees torn up by the roots; but as the 
place which I occupied was better ſecured, I beheld with 
pleaſure, though up to the knees in water, the caſcades. 
and cataracts that fell with a horrid noiſe from the ſum- 
mits of the mountains, and which, daihing againſt each 
other in their fall, reached the plain in a thouſand 

ſtreams, and covered them with vapour and foam. 


The banks of Platte river, which was only a few paces 


from me, having in a moment diſappeared, I gave the 


firſt body of water time to ſubſide; but being under great 


uneaſineſs concerning my camp, [ took advantage of tle 
earlieſt interval which the rain gave us, and ſet out to re- 


turn. Whilſt I was confined in this hut, I ſuffered much 


from a bag of locuits, which, though already dry, emit- 
ted a moſt corrupted and horrid flavour. The rain fell 
with unremitted fury all the night, and the day follow- 
ing the inundation increaſed fo much, that they could not 
come to my camp as they had engaged to do. 


We had now very little fear of running ſhort of water; 


but we made no uſe of that of the river, becauſe it was hk 


brackith and muddy: we preferred having recourſe to the 
ponds, which remaining quiet, che dirts and ſand had: 


ſubſided by degrees. 


The day following the weather was remarkably calm, 
when about twenty men and ſome women brought four 


ſheep to me, and an old cow which was only fit for the 
knife. Theſe people did not ſeem to be remarkably fond 
of my glaſs beads: their women, indeed, were loaded 
with them, They ſhewed much more avidity for tobac- 
co; and as I could procure a ſupply of this part of my 


proviſion with the greateſt eaſe when I entered the colo- 
nies, I was not ſparing of it. My generoſity at this time 


ained them, and they brought me other eleven ſheep, 
tor which I likewiſe paid them very liberally. 

As knew that I was going to travel through a very 
dry and barren country, I k-pt theſe various articles, as a 
reſource 1n caſe of need. 

Having one day a great number of theſe a a 
long with me, one of my her dſmen came to tell me, that 
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ſeveral of the Boſhmen, coming down from the moun- 


them with ſome terror. 
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tains, had approached him and his companions, but 


that they had kept them in awe by a few diſcharges 
of their muſquets. Upon this intelligence, Klaas and 
J got on horſeback, and, followed by four other chaſ- 
ſeurs, ſet out tO purſue them. We indeed ſoon dil- 
covered thirteen of theſe plunderers; but the rapidity of 
our courſe, and our determined and reſolute appearance, 
Hon put them to flight. We however gallopped towards 
them full ſpeed, and made ſome of our balls whiz around 
their ears; but We could not get near enough to take pro- 
1 conſidered it as ſufficient for me, 


er aim at them. 
and it tended not a little to my ſafety, that we had ſtruck 


We ſaw them all enter the moun- 
tains by different paths, and they ſoon diſappeared en: 
tirely. I greatly admired the agility with which they 
climbed the ſteepeſt rocks with the nimbleneſs of monkeys; 
put I was not diſpoſed to follow them any farther 3 for it 
would have been very raſh to attempt attacking them in 
their ſtrong holds, and their receſſes to which it was im- 
aoMble to penetrate. 

They would not by any means have miſſed us. They 
were quite naked; and 1 imagined, by the marks of their 
feet, that they uſed ſandals. This ſlight alarm, Was of 
the greateſt utility: it ſerved to render us more ſuſpici- 
ous; and on this account I doubled our guards, and 
Swanepoel and I went the rounds alternately ; while my 
faithful Klaas, At the head of a ſmall detachment, viſit- 
ed the valley and its environs. From time to time they 

| fired their fuſees, which ſignals my herdſmen were for- 
ced to an{wer 3 and thus 1 was ſatisfied that they hed 
not been alleep, but faichſully executed cheir duty. 

This Reps which I attended to for the preſervation of 
good order, and in order to avoid having any thing to 
reproach myſelf with in our preient lituation, was of ve- 
ry little ſervice in other reſpects. Bottentot dreads 2 
Poſhman much more than a hon: this ſalutary fear kept 
all mine on the watch, and even in the moſt open places, 
which expoſed them to excruciating torment from chirſt; 
for the heat had now become almolt inſupportable. I my- 
ſelf was expoſed to the ſame inconvenience As much as 


they, put chis did not make me abaudon my hunting Ex: 
| curlions, 
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eurſions, It was a matter of indifference to me whether 


I walked or ſtood ſtill: my tent was ſo intolerably hot 
that I could not remain in it; but, upon ſuch occaſions, 


my beard welt ſoaked afforded me conſiderable relief: . 


derived ſome advantage alſo from the form of my hat, 


which I moiſtened in the like manner. In theſe critical 


moments, when oppreſſed by an unquenchable thirſt, ha- 
ving remarked that the quantity of water I drank ſerved 
only to inflame me the more, I reſolved to drink in future 
as the dogs do, that is to lap. IJ his fingular mode gave 


me wonderful eaſe, for a very ſmall quantity of water 


was then enough to quench my thirſt, and I no longer 
dreaded any mconvenience from it. 


During our ſtay on the banks of the river Platte we met 


with little diſturbance from lions. Our muſquets, which 


thundered on all ſides during the day, kept them at a diſ- 


tance, though we heard them roaring every uight ; but, 
except once, they never ventured ſo near us as to occaſion 


any alarm. The panthers alſo, at the riſing and ſetting of 
the ſun, gave us ſigns of their being on the banks of the 
river; but they kept at a reſpectable diſtance. In the 


middle of the night they advanced much nearer to us, 


but we were conſtantly warned of their approach by our 

dogs, and the following morning we could judge by thiels 
traces how far they had expoſed themſelves. Neceſſity 
alone renders all theſe fpecies of carnivorous animals bold, 


for they naturally dread the ſight of man; and I am 55 
opinion, that the dangers to be apprehended from their 


being in the neighbourhood have been too much exagge- 
rated. The only two kinds of antelopes Which are to be 
found here, not being ſufficient th ſatisfy their voracity; 
they chooſe rather to follow thoſe numerous hordes. who 
travel from one canton to another; and they have then 
an opportunity to ſelect ſuch food as may be moſt agree- 
able to them, and of making a terrible hayock among 
their flocks, 

As my neighbours ſaw that I was determined to aſcend 


the ſnow mountains, they adviſed me to be upon my 


guard, and not to continue long in them, as the Boſh- 


men were at this time in great force. I did not intend. 


to carry my whole caravan thither, for this fooliſh pro- 


ject would not have been Practicable; but as I was de- 
firous. 
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firous of examining a few of their ſummits, and of tra- 
verſing them only in the day-time with my chaſſeurs, I 
advanced as near to the bottom of dem as I poſſibly 
could, and cabliſhed my camp at the diſtance of three 
hundred paces from the ſavage horde. I expected to 
find on the ſummit, as I had been told, a conſiderable 
volcano, that emitted ſmoke and flames; but I ſaw no- 
thing that had any reſemblance to ſuch a phenomenon. 
By the aſſiſtance of my ſpy-glals, I ditcovered an immenſe 
extent of country ſtretched out towards the north, and 
bounded only by the horizon; and on the molt elevated 
peaks and the plain ſpaces pyramids of flints and ſand, 
exactly like thoſe ſound upon downs, I endeavoured, 
but in vain, to diſcover ſome ſhells; I obſerved no frag- 
ments or remains that had the leaſt affinity to any marine 
production. My attention was principally directed to 
birds; and I had the good fortune to diſcover and kill a 
few that were very uncommon, particularly a moit beau- 
tiful ſpecies of widow bird, that concealed itſelf in the 
long graſs which almoſt every where overſpread theſe 
high mountains. FS 

During the whole of my excurſions, which ended al- 
ways at ſun-ſet, I never ſaw any of the Boſhmen but 
once. There were only three of them, and they were 
traverſing the back part of a mountain oppoſite to that 
on which I was; but they did not think proper to attack 
us. We indeed carried nothing with us that could tempt 
them ; and theſe three vagabonds had perhaps been a- 
mon? thoſe to whom I had ſo recently given chace, and 
in all probability remembered the terror into which I had 
' - thrown them. Theſe infamous wretches do not form, 
as Nas been falſely ſuppoſed, a particular nation; nor are 
they a people who have liad their origin in thoſe places 
where hey are now found. Boſhmen is a name compo- 
ſed of two Dutch words, which ſignify b»/o men, or 
men of the words and it is under this appellation that the 
inhabitants of the Cape, and all the Dutch in genera), 
Whether in Africa or America, diſtinguiſh thoſe malefac- 
tors or aſſaſſins who deſert from the colonies in order to 
eſcape puniſhment. In a word, they are what in the 


French Weſt- India iſlands are called Marroon Negroes, 
{pc- 
cies 


Theſe Bolkmen, therefore, far from being a diſtinét 
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cies, as has been even lately aſſerted, are only a promiſ- 
cuous aſſemblage of mulattoes, negroes, and meſtizos, of 
every ſpecies, and ſometimes of Hottentots and Baſters; 
who all differing in colour, reſemble each other in no- 
thing but in villany. They are real land pirates, who 
live under a chief, without laws and without diicipline 
abandoned to the utmoſt miſery and deſpair; baſe deſer- 
ters, who have no other reſources to procure them a ſub- 
ſiſtence but plundering and crimes. They retire to the 
ſteepeſt rocks, and the molt inacceſſible caverns, and 
there they paſs their lives. From theſe elevated places 
they command an extenſive proſpect over the ſurrounding 
plains, lie in wait for the unwary traveller and the ſcat- 
tered flocks, pour down upon them with the velocity of 
an arrow, and ſuddenly falling upon the inhabitants and 


| their cattle, flaughter them without diſtinction. Loaded 
| with booty, and whatever they can carry with them, they 
then repair to their gloomy caves, which they never leave, 


| till, like the lions, hunger again impels them to freſh 
maſſacres. But as treachery always marches with a 
trembling ſtep, and as the preſence of one reſolute per- 
ſon is fufficient to overawe whole troops of theſe bandit- 
ti, they carefully avoid ſuch plantations as they are ſure 
that the owners themſelves reſide upon. Chicane and 
cunning, the uſual reſources of timid ſouls, are the 
only plans they follow, and the ſole guides that accom- 
pany them in their excurſions. In ſuch places as the 
| prints of their feet too ſtrongly impreſſed, might alarm 
the inhabitants, and occaſion a purſuit, they diſguiſe 
them by a wonderful addreſs, to which our European 
plunderers, more impetuous and impatient, never think 


them to their feet in ſuch a way that the heel anſwers to 


„living animals, they diſperſe them, giving the charge of 
"them to ſeveral of their gang, divided into ſmall flocks, 
and ſetting them away by different roads; and thus, if 
they are purſued, they always make the greater part of 
heir booty ſafely their own. 

There is another nation, wholly different from the Hot- 
entots, and is confounded alſo by the name of Boſhmen. 
Alth ough 


of betaking themſelves : they always march backwards if 
they are not ſliod; but if they wear ſandals, they faſten _ 


the toes. When they carry off a conſiderable number of 
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Although m their ſpeaking they have the ſame clappings 
as the Hottentots, they have however a particular pro- 
nunciation and expreſſions peculiar to themſelves. In 
ſome cantons they are called Chinee/e Hottentot, Chineſe 
_ Hottentots, becauſe their colour approaches near to that 
of the Chineſe found at the Cape; and, like them, they 
are of a ſmall ſtature. On account of the affinity of their 
language, I conſider theſe people, as well as the great 
and leſſer Nimiquis, of whom I ſhall have occaſion ſoon 
to ſpeak, as a particular race of Hottentots ; and although 
the planters miſtake and confound the former by the 
common title of Boſhmen, it is, notwithſtanding true that 
the ſavages in the deſert, who have no manner of connection 
with the Dutch ſettlements, diſtinguiſh them only by the 
deſignation of Houſwaana. . 

This nation, whatever name may be given it, inhabit- 
ed formerly the Camdebo, the Bocke-Veld, and the 

Rugge-Veld; but the uſurpations of the whites, whoſe 

victims they have been like the other ſavages, compelled 

them to take flight, and to ſeek ſhelter in very remote 
places. At preſent they inhabit that vaſt country com- 
prehended between Caffraria and the great Nimiqua 
land; and of all thoſe people, whom the covetouſneſs of 
the Europeans has treated with cruelty, there are gone 
who retain ſtronger recollection of injuries ſuſtained, or 
who hold the name of whites in greater abhorrence. Ne- 
ver will the perfidy of the planters be obliterated from 
their minds, nor the baſe return, which many eminent 
favours has met with from them. Vengeance is perpetu- 
ally in their mouths, ſo ſtrong is their hatred ; however, 
though conſtantly in ſearch of an opportunity to wreck 
this vengeance, they generally find it when too late. 

When I pay a vilit to the hordes of theſe Houſwaana, in 

paſſing under the tropic, I ſhall give a more particular 

account of them. | | | 
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“ The author now proceeds to take notice of a parti 
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© only prove offenſive to the general claſs of readers, as 
« very indelicate. It occupies a very few pages only of 
ce the original, and all we apprehend that can be learned 
“from them, is, that this peculiarity which has been 
“ mentioned, and is to be met with in various romances and 
ce books of travels, ſuch as John Struys, &c. is no parti- 
cular laſus nature as has been ſuggeſted, but merely the 
effect of cuſtom, and a practice adopted and put in ex- 
ecution upon females in their early years, as a ſign of 
modeſty, though perhaps an improper one. The read- 
ing of theſe pages, furniſhes another remark on which 
the author dwells with great energy, and that is, the 
“difficulty he had to get himſelf ſatisfied on this head, 
* jrom the very great modeſty of theſe women. He in- 
« troduces the following paragraph on this head.” 
Ye valuable and prudent mothers, into whoſe hands 
this work may accidentally fall, you will ſcarcely believe 
that your chaſte and virtuous daughters, whom you bring 
up with the flattering expectations of ſeeing them attain 
your excellence, would be in as little danger from core 
ruption and the baneful conſequences of bad example 
among African ſavages, as in thote quiet and ſolitary re- 
treats where wildom, it is faiu, keeps guard upon inno- 
cence, and carries from its view whatever might have a 
tendency to corrupt it, or ofiend : let not Nature be char- 
ged with a crime, and do not vaunt too much of your in- 
ſtruckdns and aſtoniſhing precautions; they are occaſi- 
oned by deſpiſing her rules. | 
Having now concluded my remarks, and examined, as 
far as circumſtances would admit, the different chains and 
che molt delightful ſpots of the ſnow mountains, I began 
to think of leaving for ever this diſmal country. My peo« 
ple ſtrongly entreated me to carry them to Carouw, and 
to pals it before the exceſſive heat had entirely dried up 


what little ſtagnant water we might poſſibly find there, 
and leſt we thould not find paſtures enough for our oxen, 
which now ſor a long time had been ſevere ſufferers from 
the intenſe heat of the ſeaſon. Being therefore equally hur- 
ried by the circumſtances of the time, as defirous of return- 
ing to the Cape, and no longer finding in my excurſions the 
ſame ſatisfaction and amuſement as formerly, either that 


fatigue had now cooled my ardour, or that other ſchemes, 
| | and 
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and powerful recollection, had again reſumed that empire 
in my mind, which a view of the greateſt novelties had 
deſtroyed, I proceeded on the 2d of February, and di- 
rected my courſe towards the ſouth welt. Some of the 
horde accompanied us three leagues, to help us to croſs 
the river Fubres, which they imagined would be greatly 
ſwelled by the exceſſive rains. When we came to it we 
began to think of erecting rafts ; but our guides who were 
acquainted with a commodious paſſage a quarter of aleague 
below, prevented this uſeleſs fatigue, which would have 
likewiſe conſumed much time. With them we recon- 
noitred the ford which they ſpoke of; I ſuppoſed, aftet 
trying its depth with my horſe, that, by carefully ele- 
vating the boxes and lading of my three carriages by 
branches and bruſh-wood about eight or ten inches, we 
might be able to paſs without ſuſtaining any damage; we 
accordingly executed this buſineſs with equal dexterity 
and ſucceſs. Our companions, indeed, were very uſeful 
to us, upon this occaſion ; they paſſed the river, and ſpent 
the night with us, in order to help us to load our carri- 
ages again, and to arrange our matters next day. We 
bade each other adieu, after I had paid them for their la- 
bour very handſomely. 

In this diſtrict we now entered, I met with a prodigious 
number of thoſe green and golden cuckoos, which I have 
already mentioned, and ſeveral new ſpecies with which I 
increaſed my collection. The fame day we came to ano- 


ther river, of the name of which I was ignorant ; but I - 


named it after my reſpectable friend Mr Boers. It is 
here that the dry plains of Carouw begin; and I noticed 
that this ungrateful country, or rather ſands, was cover- 
ed as far as we could ſee with coarſe {hrubs and weeds : 
upon another ſide rocks fully as barren, exhibited in every 
place to the regretting eye the diſmal picture of devaſta- 
tion and death. Little tufts of graſs were all we could 
_ diſcern, and even theſe appeared to ſpring up reluctantly 
to keep our flocks in life. | 
After marching five hours we came to the river Voo- 
gel, which empties itſelf into that of Sondag, this we 
had paſſed a little before near the mouth, and which we 
were ſoon to ſee gain near its ſource, We ſuffered more 
and more every day from the heat, and travelling be- 
came 
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came very painful to us. I however ſtill amuſed myſelf 
in my leiſure hours with hunting; and I killed, in the 


courle of my journey, another French field-duck of a new 


ſpecies. The following day we reached the river Son- 
dag at a very early hour. The aſpect of this ſpot, much 
leſs diſmal, ferved at leaſt to revive my hopes: ſuperb a- 
venues of mimoſas, watered by the river, preſented eve- 

ry where around us magnificent views; and as they were 
in full bloſſom, they perſumed the ſurrounding air with 
their ſweet and delicious odour. A thouſand different 
ſpecies of birds, and moſt beautiful inſets, made me re- 
main here till the 8th ; when having noticed that, howe- 
ver large the quantity of pins which I had brought with 
me from the Cape had been, they now began to fail, a 
thought occurred to me to uſe the little prickles of the 
mimoſa in their room, and this I found anſwered the 
ſame purpoſe effectually. 

Having leſt the Sondag behind me, 1 fell in with ſixteen 
Hottentots with their arms and baggage, upon the bor- 
ders of the Sæbart-Rivier, or Black River. They had left 
Camdebo, to join, at the bottom of the ſnow mountains, 
the horde which we had left there; and I learned from 
them that they had been compelled to this emigration by 


formidable troops of Bothmen, who were carrying fire 


and ſword through Camdebo, and burning the plantati- 
ons, in order to carry away the ammunition, arms, and 
whole riches of the inhabitants. Nothing could diſcon- 
cert me more than this intelligence, equally ungracious 
and unexpected; for it raiſed the alarm in every breaſt, 
and revived our former terrors. Perſuaded that any far- 


ther explanation would only diſturb the imaginations of 


O 
my coward Hottentots ſtill more, I ordered them all in- 


ſtantly to follow me. They were already begun to whiſ- 
per about returning the ſame way which we had come, 


and I looked on to the time when my authority was to 
come to an iſſue; but the ſtouteſt of my people, who did 


not heſitate about accompanying me, led all the reſt to 


follow their example. Obſerving that Slinger, @hoſe con- 
duct was ſo very improper at Koks. Kraal, was the princi— 


pal perſon here that ſhewed the greateſt refiitance, and 


that this very day he executed his duty in a very ſuſpici- 
ous manner, I retolved, to make the firit example of 
VoI. II. 2 wo him 
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him, to ſtrike a damp into his timid companions whom 
he had ſeduced. That evening, when I came to the ri- 
ver Camdebo, which has its name from the country it 
paſſed through, I ordered him that moment to leave 
my caravan; reproaching him likewiſe as having been 


the firſt occaſion of that apprehenſion and confterna- 


tion, which had hindered all my people from going 
with me into Caffraria, and with having forced me by 
his blameable reſiſtance to leave unexecuted the higheſt 
part of my ſchemes, being defective in ſtrength, ſpirit, 
and aſſiſtance, to enable me to undertake and execute it. 
I then paid him the wages which were due to him, made 
him reſtore his effects and ſome proviſions, and threaten- 
ed to hunt him as I would a wild beaſt, if he ever appeared 
in my preſence again. He was ſo much aſtoniſhed and 
overcome by this addreſs, and the violence with which J 
uttered the laſt words, that he took up his wallet and ſet off 
with ſpeed. My people ſuppoſed that he would ſcek the 
nearelt plantation, or join thoſe Hottentots we had ſeen 
in the morning; and J expected that he would have made 
ſome excuſe for his behaviour, or that ſome of his neigh- 
bours would have pled for him; but I was very happy 
when he took another courſe. This ſpirited puniſhment 
of Slinger was of the greateſt benefit to me, and, during 
all the reſt of my journey, produced all that effect which 
I-withed. 

On the th of February I left the Camdebo, when ſe- 
veral of my oxen being ſeized with the H/auw-/ikte, they 
found the journey very arduous. As eaſe and refreſh- 
ments were the ſole remedies which could reſtore them 
to their former health ſoon, I made choice of a conveni- 
ent meadow on one of the windings which the river 
makes, among the mimoſas, where I ſettled my camp, 
reſolving to continue ſome days there. There was how- 
ever no occaſion to deſire my people to be upon their 
guard, for they ſtood too much in terror of the Boſhmen 
to fail in this part of their duty, or to relax in their cir- 
cumſpection. We were at this time in that very canton, 
where we heard that theſe plunderers, were ſpreading 
terror and deſtruction. As our proviſions were now run- 


ning ſbort, and as we no longer met with large game, I 
determined to procure ſome, if I could, in order to falt 
| it ; 
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it; and, for this reaſon I undertook a few hunting excur- 
ſions, which conducted me to a greater or leſs diftance 
from my camp. Having one day purſued an antelope- 
elk very hard, I wandered a good way off with one of my 
beſt ſhooters, who accompanied me; and in the corner of a 
thick foreſt of mimoſas we quickly obſerved a Hottentot, 
in ſearch of the nymph of ants, which is a favourite diſh 
among theſe ſavages. The moment he obſerved us, he 
ſnatched up his bow and quiver with great haſte, and 
fied ; but clapping ſpurs to my horſe, I ſoon made up 
with him By the ſtrong marks of fear and embarraſſ- 
ment he ſhewed, I concluded that he was a Boſhman. 
At this time his life was in my power: in theſe wilds I 
could have acted as ſovereign, and puniſhed him, had I 
been ſo diſpoſed, for all the enormities of his countrymen, 

and for the inexcuſable crime of belonging to theſe plun— 
derers ; but I had hitherto no reaſon to complain of theſe 
people, and I was beſides anxious to profit by this meet- 
ing, and to procure freſh information: a planter however 


would have conducted himſelf in a quite different tile, 


From my countenance he plainly ſaw that I had no de- 
ſign to do him any harm; and, after ſome queſtions as 
to our mutual ſituations, and which he could not reply 
to without emotion, he began to reſume his ſpirit, and 
to place ſome confidence in me. As I complained to him 
of the want of game in the places which I had paſted 
through, he told me where I would be ſure to find what 
I wanted. I defired my Hottentot, who had now come 
up to me, to preſent him with a part of his tobacco; aud, 
after wiſhing he would practiſe more moderation and ho- 
neſty, I turned my horſe's head, and continued my jour- 
ney. I had ſcarcely however proceeded fifty paces, when 
my companion, who had continued with him a few mi- 
nutes to kindle his pipe, and finiſh their converſation, 
bawled out after me. Amazed at his roaring, I inſtant- 
ly returned, and, when I came up with him, I found 
that the treacherous Buithman, had an arrow in his hand, 
and was attempting to wound my Hottentot in the head. 
Obſerving that the countenance of my poor Hottentot 
was already beſmeared with blood, in a tranſport of rage, 
] jumped from my horſe, and diſcharging my gun at his 
brealt, the traitor was ſtunned and dropped "I 
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while my Hottentot in the exceſs of his fury collected his 
adverſary's arms, and put an end to his exiſtence by 
_ trampling on him with his feet. "Terrified at his wound, 
he feared that every moment he would die from the ef: 


fect of the poiſon; tor the raſcal had ſhot an arrow at 


him the moment they had parted. The wound, which 
was directly above his noſe, ſeemed to me more hazar- 
dous for that reaſon, but it was luckily very flight; the 
edge of the iron head had only touched his, and it 
is never poiſoned. Wathing the wound with urine, I en- 
couraged him in the beſt way I could, perſuading him 
that it was not deadly; and as I always carried a phial 
of volatile alkali in my pocket, which Mr Percheron, the 
French agent, preſented me with when I left the Cape, 
in order to diſſipate even every appearance of poiſon, I 
tore away a few pieces from my ſhirt, and dipping them 
in the alkali, applied them to the affected part; but theſe 
offices of friendſhip, ſo far from elevating the ſpirits of 
the unlucky Hottenrot, made him continue to attribute 
the ſevere pains which the cauſtic occaſioned to the ef- 
fects of poiſon ; for my own part, what I was chiefly ſur- 
priſed at, and what I looked upon as the influence of my 
| fortunate ſtar, was, that he had not been flain on the 
ſpot ; had that happened, the aſſaſſin, armed with a gun 
which he. might have ſeized from him, would doubtleſs 
have watched for me in the neareſt turning, and conſign— 
ed me to the ſame fate. Lifting up the raſcal's bow and 
quiver, and leaving his body terribly mangled, I quickly 
returned to my camp. This affair ſoon circulated and 
alarmed the country; and my Hottentot, convinced that 
he would not be in life by morning, ſtill encreaſed the 
terror of my people. It would have been idle to attempt 
to allay their diſmay; they all were of the ſame mind 
with my patient, and ſuppoſed that he could not outlive 
the night: but it paſſed on without the ſmalleſt appear- 
ance of any alarming ſymptoms; and the pain abating, 
he began to think he would eſcape with a good fright. 
When he awoke in the morning, his companions, amazed 
to ſee him alive, recovered the ule of their tongues, and 
bluſtered in a thouſand different ways, as is the common 
way when danger is over. They ſuppoſed, particularly, 
that the death of the aſſaſſin was the luckielt as 
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for us in this adventure; for had he eſcaped and follow- 
ed us through the thickets and turnings, he would have 
diſcovered our retreat. He would not have failed to in- 
form the reſt of the Boſhmen, who would have ſuddenly 
fallen upon us, in a numerous body, and butchered us 
without mercy. The different conjectures of my people, 
and their never-cealing prattling, entertained me much, 
and were by no means unintereſting. I judged from it 
that they would in time become familiar with danger; 
and I was much pleaſed that chey had ſeen it fo near; 
for I knew no impediment more detrimental to my plan 
than fancitul tears. 
We proceeded the next day, and during our march 
I entertained mylelt with {hooting, either upon the one 
fide or the other, as the weather was very favourable. 
Having raiſed a female oitrich, I went up to her neſt, 
which was the largeit I had ever ſeen, I found thirty- 
eight eggs altogether in it, and thirteen others ſpread a- 
bout at ſome diſtance, each of them in a ſmall cavity, 
They were very unequal in ſize, and, upon examining 
them more narrowly, I oblerved nine much leſs than the 
reſt : upon this diſcovery I defired my people to {top, 
and to unyoke the oxen at the diitance of a quarter of a 
league from the others, whillt 1 went to hide my elf in a 
thicket, which was about a gun-ſhot from the ſpot, and 
from which I could have a full fight of the animal if it 
ſhould return. Having waited a little, the female came 
and ſat down upon the eggs, and, while I continued in 
the buſh, three more came up to her. They relieved 
one another by turns, one only continuing a quarter of 
an hour upon the neſt, while one of the new comers ſat 
by her ſide. This led me to ſuppoſe that ſometimes, and 
probably when the nights are rainy or cold, two or more 
agree together to cover the eggs more completel). A- 
bout ſun-ſet, a male came, and made up to tie ne. 11 
order to ſet himſelf on it; for the males fit as well as tae 
females. Having now the wilhed-for oppurtunity, I wed 
my gun and killed him on the ſpot; upon which the o- 
thers, terrified by the noiſe of the report, gut up, and in 
their hurry broke ſeveral of the eggs. On maxing up to 
the neſt, I obſerved, with regret, that the young ones 
had been jult reauy io burit the ſhell, ior they were com- 
pletely 
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pletely covered with down. The male I killed had not one 
beautiful white feather ; they were all ready (tripped, and 
now quite dirty, I however took out ſuch of the black 
feathers as ſeemed to be moſt entire, and leaving the 
Place, I ſent off feveral of my Hottentots in queſt of the 
thirteen eggs which were ſpread about the neſt, ſtrictly 
charging them not to touch the others. Anxious t6 
know whether the females would return during the night 
time, I went to the neſt at break of day; but found eve- 
ry thing ſwept away from the place, only a few pieces of 
ſhells lying up and down, which evidently ſhewed that 
we had prepared an excellent diſh to ſome jackals, or per- 
haps hytenas. e 
This ſingularity as to the female oſtrich, which unites 
with ſeveral others for incubation in the ſame neſt, the 
rather deſerves the attention of the naturaliſt, as it is 
not a general rule, it ſhews that certain circumſtances 
may at times determine che conduct of theſe animals, and 
modify their actions, which would tend to exalt their in- 
ſtint, by producing a more ſagacious foreſight than is 
commonly allowed them. It is very probable that theſe 
animals unite together, that they may be in the better 
ſituation to defend their young? I ſhall have an opportu- 
nity to enter more at large on this ſubject, in the deſcrip- 
tion of the oſtrich which I purpoſe to publith hereafter, 
I now flatter myſelf with the idea that the public will read 
with ſatisfaction plain and authentic accounts, which will 
exhibit rather a deſcription of the cuſtoms and manners 
of theſe animals than weariſome details, which are too 
frequently repetitions about the number of their feathers, 
their proportions, and the exact ſize of all their parts, 
Abſurd narrations ! which diſcover as little of the variety 
of the ſpecies, as the difference of their characters. 
On the way from the nelt to our camp, my dogs raiſed 
a hare, and ſet out in chace of it; upon which I rode quick- 
1y after them, and ſaw it take refuge in the cavities of a 
ſmall barrow, which was accidentally in the road. Ha- 
wing ſought it with pains I at length diſcovered the 
very ſpot to which it retreated; and having ſhut the 
mouth of the hole where it had entered, 1 pulled down 
the (tones and the gravel of which this height conſiited ; 
but I can hardly deicribe my ſurpriſe when I diſcovered 
that 
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that it was a Hottentot tomb. I however got the hare 
fitting among ſome bones, and catching it alive 1 took it 


with me. As my dogs were engaged otherwiſe, in a 


place where they could nor ſee me, through an emotion 
of generofity, and as it diſdaining to put this weak ani- 
mal to death any other way than with the arms 1 com- 
monly uſed in hunting, I fet it at liberty. This behavi- 
our my people attributed to a motive which made me 


very high in their opinion, and I was very cautious not 


to undeceive them. They ſuppoſed, and with the great- 
eſt tatisfaction, that I had let this animal eſcape, not be- 
cauſe I confidered it as of little value, but becauſe I re- 
ſpected the atylum of the dead, and was deſirous of ren- 
dering this natural homage to the tomb of one of their 
countrymen. Covering the bones with the ſame gravel 
which I had pulled off them, we took another road; and 
in the mean time a few of my people killed four gnous, 


which we ſpent three days in falting. 


On the 16th I came to a plantation, the property of two 
brothers who were free negroes, one of whom was married 
to a young mulatto woman. Thele worthy people recei- 
ved me with the utmoſt joy, and offered me the free uſe of 
every thing they poſletied. But, ſhall I ſay it? my heart, 
agitated by a a thouſand different ſenfations, received with 
indifterence their careſſes and their tender ſolicitude. I 
found in them nearly the ſame manners and cuſtoms as 
to be found in the civilized world. I had now returned 
to ſociety, and I again ſaw fields, utenſils, e e 
eſtabliſhed order, maſters; in a word, I was on a plan- 
tation. So great indulgence became burdenſome to me; 
an involuntary impulſe hurried me from this retreat: L 
often walked about, my eyes ſtraying from one {ide to 
another, as if to find again my loſt way; I oppreſſed the 
houſe with complaints, and, if I may lay ſo, turrounded 
it with my lighs. All was now gone; the torrents, hills, 
majeſtic foreits, impracticable roads, hordes ot ſavages and 
their delightful buts, all dilappeared. All excited my re- 
gret, even to wild animals; which, for the time, I imagined 
entertained tentiments of friendſhip and kindnels towards 
me. I know not whether theſe whimſical ideas are com- 
mon with other men; but the more I think on them, the 
more I am ſatisſied that they belong to nature. . 

charm 
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charm of liberty! Invincible force, which I thall carry with 
me to the grave! Thou changelt into pleaſures the moſt 
laborious fatigues, into amuſements the greateſt dangers, 
into pleaſant fights the moſt diſmal objects; and thou 
ſtrewedſt my paths with the flowers of happineſs and re- 
Poſe, at a ſeaſon and age when fortune ſeemed to lead 
me to ſearch for them elſewhere. Along with theſe two 
negroes I eat bread for the firſt time during the ſpace of 
| a year, but I had nearly forgot the taſte of it. Though 
I at firſt propoſed to ſtop here only one day, I remained 
three days. We had ſtill a great extent of country to 
traverſe, ſome enormous mountains to croſs, and great 
_ difficulties to encounter in the deſarts of Camdebo; the 
awful aſpect of which every where preſent, inſtead of the 
verdure and natural gardens of the Pampoen Kraal, no- 
thing but hideous rocks, ſands, and flints, ſometimes grey, 
ſometimes reddiſh, and ſometimes of a yellow colour. As 
I approached towards the plantations danger decreaſed, 
and {till adhering to my ideas, 1 flaitered myſelf with 
the hope of more enjoyments. If | except therefore the 
places where I had juit halted, I followed my plan with 
equal conſtancy, when I returned and when I departed ; 
but I embraced the opportunity which chance had af. 


forded me, by falling in with theſe two brothers, to 


procure proviſions for the fubliitence of my people, and 
J took precautions accordingly. They ſupplied me with 
a large quantity of biſcuit; and I made a grateful return 
for this eſſential ſervice, by giving them in exchange 
owder, ſhot, and gun flints ; all valuable articles, which 
hid long been ſcarce, though it is abſolutely neceſſary 
that a plantation ſhould always be ſurniſhed with them, 
either for the protection of the cattle or repelling the 
Boſhmen. For this great favour, they would have readi- 
ly granted me any thing I might aſk. be 
1 ſ:t ont on the 19th, at tour in the afternoon ; but 
the ſun, more ſcorching than ever, for two days exceſſive- 
ly tormented us. We wandered about, and could not 
find a ſingle drop of water, we had recourſe to ſome jars, 
which I had deſired to be filled at the houſe of the negro 
brothers; but we were forced to confins ourſelves to a 
particular quantity as had frequently happened, 
VP 95 HFaving 
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Having on the 21ſt paſſed the bed of the Kel, at that 
time dry, which we had paſſed the evening before, I fell 
in with two inhabitants of Camdebo, returning from the 
Cape, and upon the way to their own habitation. As I 
had not now heard from my friends at the town for up- 
wards of a year, I was happy to find that, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of France, the Cape had bcen protected from any 
attacks of the Engliſh, and that the colony was ſtill the 
property of the Dutch; but the fatisfaction which this in- 
telligence gave me was ſoon counteracted by Bearing of 
the indiſpoſition of my venefector, whom theſe travellers 
told me they had left in a very hazardous ſituation at the 
hot baths, the laſt application of ſick people in Africa. 
This intelligence cait ſuch a damp upon my mind, as to 
embitter all the reſt of my journey. 

Anxious again to ſee a friend to whom I was bound 
by many claims, I anxiontly haſtened my journey; but 
the fear of finding him in a languithing condition corrup— 
ted the pleaſure which I enjoyed by anticipation. Theſe 
two planters forewarned me that I would ſuffer much by 
the way, on account of the drought and want of water 
and that, as I carried a great number of cattle alon 
with me, I could hope for no reſources but in the ſtoriny 
rains which might come on: that, beſides theſe inconve- 
niencies, the country was infeſted by the Boſhmen; and 
that they had even plundered them of thirty-two oxen, and 
maſlacred their herdimen at the paſſage of the Black River, 
This laſt part of their information did not prevent me 
from proceeding ; for, ſince the example of ſeverity which 
I had been forced to give, my people never thewed any 
ſigns of timidity, and I believe that along with me they 
would have been capable of braving all the banditti of 
Camdebo. I was however unwilling to expoſe them 
raſhly: I could not march under night, for this would 
have deprived me of every advantage; and moit of my 
oxen were now unht for ſervice by a diſtemper in their 
hoofs; fo that as I could not reheve thoſe that were found, 
I made them proceed before us under a ſtrong guard, 
that we might not be hindered in our march. 

When I came in this way to Kriga-Fontyn, or the Foun- 
tam of Kriga, my oxen got as much water as they re- 
quired, but it was ſo very brackilh, that the 1 
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who drank it were ſeized with colics and violent diarr- 


hœas. As I was ſounding the ſoil, and examining whe- 
ther this water might not cauſe diſorders ſtill more dan- 
gerous, I was greatly ſurpriſed to obſerve Kees, who was 


always the firſt every where, draw from the veſſel a crab 


of about three or four inches in diameter. This circum- 
ſtance was indeed moſt aſtoniſhing, as the fountain was 
ſurrounded by ſolid rock, and had no apparent out- 
let whatever. My ape ſeemed to eat his crab with fo 
much pleaſure, that J ordered thirty of them to be caught; 
and when they were roaſted l found them excellent. Four 
or five diſcharges of my fuſee procured us above forty 


moor- fowl of a very beautiful ſpecies, which were accuſ- 


tomed to come by thouſands, and light on the borders 
of this fountain. The Hottentots of the colonies call 
them Nimiqua partridger, becauſe in the rainy ſeaſon they 
all emigrate towards the tropics. Reckoning from the 
time when we encamped at this fountain, we found no- 
thing but coarſe plants and locuſts: we were indeed in a 
molt deſolate place ; four of my oxen, having not ſtrength 
ſufficient to follow us, remained on the ſpot ; and I ſaw, 
with no ſmall grief, that my dogs halted, and could 
ſcarcely drag themſelves along. As the foles of their 
feet were torn and cut to the very quick, I ordered them 
to be rubbed over with greaſ:, that they might be indu- 
ced to lick them, and to be put into my carriages until 
they ſhould be in a condition to walk. My horſes being 
attacked by the fame ditorder as my oxen, I cauſed ſmall 
bags or covers to be made of ikins, and, having greaſed 
their hoofs well, I tatiened them on their feet by tying 
them above the tarſus. 1 withed to ſubject my oxen to 
the ſame operation, but theſe intratable animals would 
never have ſubmitted to it peaceably ; beſides greaſe and 
ſkins would not have been jufficient. 
were in a molt wretched condition; for, as they had not 
been moiſtened for a long time, they made a noiſe when 
they moved forwards like ſo many rattles. Though we 
fell in with different fountains, and the beds of ſeveral ri- 
vers or torrents which we croffed in our way, and from 
which we hoped for relief, we were ſtill deceived in our 
expectations. Our animals were now forced to put their 
noſes to the earth, and lick ſuch places as ſtill apparent!y 


retained 


My carriages alſo 
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retained ſome moiſture; being beſides without any kind 
of ſucculent graſs, we had no other remedy left us but to 
gather a few coarſe parched herbs, which produced acute 
pains in their bowels, ſo that they loſt their fleth, and 
looked like ſo many ſkeletons. | 

Thus diſtreſſed we travelled on till the evening of the 
21ſt. Having paſſed the Swart Rivier, or Black River, 
which had as little water in its bed as the reſt, we were 
upon the very point of unyoking our oxen, when I ob- 
ſerved a flock of ſheep. I ran up initantly to the keeper, 
and being told that he belonged to the planter who dwelt 
at the diſtance of ſcarcely a league, we purſued our route 
towards it, and encamped near a large pond, where we 
at length had the ſatisfaction of finding water in abun- 
dance. The owner of theſe ſheep was named Adam Ro- 
benhymer, and his plantation was called Xeveec-Laley, I 
received every mark of politencſs irom this gentleman, 
as well as from his family, which confiſted of only two 
daughters. One of them, Dina Sagrias-de-Beer, the 


daughter of his wife by a former huſband, was one of he 


molt beautiful African ladies I had ever ſeen. Theſe 
charming hoſts preſſed me to ſpend a ſew days with them 
and the bewitching Diua joined to her invitation ſuch 
mild and natural graces, that I readily yielded to her re- 
peated ſolicitations, and conſented to remain a few days. 
In the evening, however, I did not fail to pay a vilit to 
my camp, according to my ujual cultom; as the place 
where I was, and the neceſſity of p reſerving good orders 
made me more than ever lay it down as all invartabf. rule 
not to ſleep out of it: I was beſides ſo much accuſtomed 
to my hard mattreſs, that a ſofter or more comm: Tins. 
bed would really have prevented me from leeping. This 
agreeable repoſe for a few day: was above all extremely 
ſerviceable to my poor cattie, worn out with hunger and 
fatigue: I was every moment appreheyſive that I thould 
be obliged to abandon id caitiages and my effects; but 
this laſt halting revived us a liicie. The fituation of this 
ſpot was deliglicful; the ſcenery around it was beautiful- 
ly variegated; and the envirous of the ee allorg- 
ed my oxen, as well as my people, abundance of er 
thing proper for rekoring their loſt ſtrengch, had I whe 
remained longer in this retreat: but I was more and 


more 
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more ſenſible of the neceſſity of approaching the Cape, | 
and my exhauſted imagination rendered my return indiſ: | 

enſible. I was therefore once more obliged to tear my- | 
ſelf from ſo many attractions, and to purſue my journey, | 
The beautiful Dina having learned of my people (for ſhe | 
informed herſelf of every thing) that the biſcuits I had | 


procured from the negroes were almoſt at an end, ſhe 
begged me to accept a ſmall ſupply which ſhe had made 


herfelf. On the firſt of March, after returning thanks | 
to my amiable hoſts, I took leave of them, at five in the | 
afternoon, and marched forwards to the Gamka, or Leuw- | 
Rivier, the Lion River; where we arrived at nine in the | 
evening, and encamped. Lions formerly were very com- 


mon near this river, becauſe antelopes were alſo found here 


in great abundance ; but when the inhabitants approach- } 
ed nearer to each other, the antelopes diſappeared, and | 
lions conſequently are become much ſcarcer. Having | 
heard at Keveec-Valey that three formidable troops of 

Boſhmen were ranging in the neighbourhood of that | 


place, 1 thought it would be imprudent to penetrate far- 
ther the firſt night ; beſides this, I had been informed 
that, after croſſing the Gamla, until I reached the Buffa- 
loes River, I ſhould not find a ſingle drop of water, 
The diſtance between theſe rivers was full twenty-five 
leagues : that I might not periſh with thirſt, it was ne- 
ceſſary to perform this paſſage in two days, and it was 
impoſſible to travel during the heat of the day without 
deitroying both my people and my cattle, I reſolved 
therefore to remain two days on the Lion River, to 
ſtrengthen and refreſh my oxen as much as poſſible; and, 
in the evening of the ſecond day, baniſhing every idea ot 
fear, and paying little regard to the terror of my Hot. 
tentots, I reſumed my journey, taking the precaution to 
| ſtation my whole caravan between two carriages, which 
| ſerved as an advanced and arear-guard, A forced march 
of two days, or rather two nights, performed with the 

greateſt regularity, conducted us to the banks of the ri— 
ver which we had ſo long withed to ſee. During the 
night-time I had not neglected to'order my people to dif- 
charge their pieces on bath ſides of us every ſix minutes; 
and from time to time I gave my horſes, which were rea- 
dy to faint with the heat and fatigue, a refreſhment ot 
| Water 
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| water from my jars. My cattle had neither eat nor 
z drank ; they all panted for breath, and ſeemed every mo- 


ment ready to drop down on the ſpot 3 however, though 
it was late in the evening before we came to the Buffalo 
River, my relays, and all the cattle that marched at li- 
berty, having obſerved the ſtream, began to run forwards 
over the meadows in the greateſt contuſion to allay their 
thirſt, Thoſe which drew the carriages found their cou- 
rage revive, and completed the paſlage in leſs than a 
quarter of an hour; but it was owing to the attention of 
my people, who cut the traces of the moſt intractable, 
that the three carriages were not thrown-1nto the river. 
The whole of us followed the example of the cattle, and 
in the bath I ſoon forgot the fatigue I had undergone. 
Having lighted our fires ſome of our oxen joined us; 
but I was very uneaſy about the reſt, till we heard them 
making a noiſe among the buſhes around, and I ſuppo- 
ſed that they were in queſt of food. They however ar- 
rived all at day-break, except two oxen, which we never 
found afterwards : my goat likewiſe ſtrayed, and did not 
come again till ſome time after in the courſe of the day 


Getting up in the morning I was very much delighted 


| to find myſelf in a beautiful country, which the darkneſs 


of the night had prevented my obſerving. The river was 
narrow, but the abundance and depth of the waters diffu- * 

ſed throughout the neighbourhood a freſhneſs ſo muckt _. 
the more delightful, as the heat was exceflive : it runs 
with ahundred turningsthrough beautiful green fields, and 
I never ſaw ſuch agreeable groves as thoſe with which its 
banks are crowned. An infinite number of partridges 
and moor-fowl by their cries formed a very ſtriking con- 
traſt with thoie of different kinds ot ducks, herons, brown 
ſwans, and flamingoes, with which the river was covered. 
All my people with one voice having begged me to ſtop 


Here ſome days, I readily agreed, and was very happy 


that they ſhould have anticipated my wiſhes. This pro- 
ved one of thoſe pleaſant retreats which demonſtrate that 
the fancies of poets do not in every caſe in their deſcrip- 
tions go beyond limits of truth and nature. This place, 
however, where we had ſpent the night, was not the moſt = 


favourable one; ſome huge rocks. in the neighbourhood 
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more ſenſible of the neceſſity of approaching the Cape, 
and my exhauſted imagination rendered my return indiſ- 
penſible. I was therefore once more obliged to tear my- 
ſell from ſo many attractions, and to purſue my journey, 
The beautiful Dina having learned of my people (for the 
informed herſelf of every thing) that the biſcuits I 8 
procured from the negroes were almoſt at an end, ſhe 
begged me to accept a ſmall ſupply which the had made 
herſelf. On the irſt of March, after returning thanks 
to my amiable hoſts, I took leave of them, at five in the | 
afternoon, and marched forwards to the Gam4a, or I. ea. 
Rivier, the Lion River; where we arrived at nine in the 
evening, and encamped. Lions formerly were very com- 
mon near this river, becauſe antelopes were alio found here 
in great abundance ; but when the inhabitants approach- 
ed nearer to each other, the antelopes diſappeared, and 
lions conſequently are become much ſcarcer. Having YÞ 
heard at Keveec- Valey that three formidable troops ot fl 
Boltmen were ranging in the neighbourhood of that 
place, I thought it would be imprudent to penetrate far- | 
ther the firſt night; beſides this, I had been informed 
that, after croſſing the Gamba, until 1 reached the Buffa- 
Toes River, I ſhould not find a ſingle drop of water, | 
The diſtance between thefe rivers was full twenty-five | 
leagues : that I might not periſh wth thirſt, it was ne- 
celiary to perform this paſſage in two days, and it was | 
impoſſible to travel during the heat of the day without | 
deitroying both my people and my cattle, I reſolved 
therefore to remain two days on. the Lion River, to 
firengthen and refreth my oxen as much as poſlible ; and, 
in the event n of the Tecond day, banithing every idea of 
fear, and paying little regard to the terror of my Hot- 
tentots, I reſum ied my journey, taking the precaution to 
ſtation my whole caravan between two carriages, which 
ſerved as an advanced and àrear- goard. A forced march 
of two days, or rather two- nights, performed with the 
orcatelt regularity, conducted us to the banks of the ri- 
ver which we had ſo long withed to ſee. During the 
night-time I had not negle Qed to order my peo ple to diſ- 
che urge their pieces on boch ſides of us every ſix minutes; 
and from time to time I gave my horſes, which were rea- 
dy to faint with the heat and fatigue, a refrethment cf 
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water from my jars. My cattle had neither eat nor 
' drank ; they all panted for breath, and ſeemed every mo- 


| ment ready to drop down on the ſpot; however, though 


[ it was late in the evening before we came to the Buffalo 


' River, my relays, and all the cattle that marched at li- 
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berty, having obſerved the ſtream, began to run forwards 
over the meadows 1 in the greatelt confuſion to allay their 


'# thirſt, Thoſe which drew the carriages found their cou- 


rage revive, and completed the paſlage in leſs than a 
quarter of an hour ; ; but it was owing to the attention of 
my people, who cut the traces of the moſt intractable, 
that the three carriages were not throw into the river, 
The whole of us followed the example ot the cattle, and 
in the bath I ſoon torgot the fatigue I had undergone. 
Having lighted our fires ſome of our oxen joined us; 


but I was very uneaſy about the reſt, till we heard them 


| making a noiſe among the bulies pant, and I ſuppo- 

ſed that they were in queſt of food. They however ar- 
rived all at day-break, except two oxen, which we never 
found afterwards : my goat likewiſe ſtrayed, and did not 


| come again till ſome time after in the courie of che day 


following. 


Getting up in the morning I was very much delighted 


to find myſelf i in a beautiful « country, which the darkneſs 
of the night had prevented my obſerving. The river was 
narrow, but the abundance and depth of the waters diffu- 
ſed throughout the neighbourhood a freſhneſs ſo muctx 
the more delightful, as the heat was exceſſive : it runs 
with ahundred turningsthrough beautiful green fields, and 


I never ſaw ſuch agreeable groves as thoſe with which its 
banks are crowned. An intinite number of partridges 
and moor-fowl by their cries formed a very ſtriking con- 
traſt with thoie of different kinds oi ducks, herons, brown 
ſwans, and flamingoes, with which che river was covered. 
All my people with one voice having begged me to {top 
here ſome days, I readily agreed, and was very happy 
that they ſhould have anticipated my wiſhes. This pro- 
ved on? of thoſe pleaſant retreats which demonſtrate that 
the fancies of poets do not in every caſe in their deſcrip- 
tions go beyond limits of truth and nature. This place, 
howdver: where we had ſpent the nighi, was not the moſt 
favourable one; ſome huge rocks in the neigabourtood 
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covered both it and us in too oreat a degree, ad might 


have put it in the power of the enemy to ſurpriſe us very 
ealily : for this reaſon we took our carriages and baggage 
to the centre of a little meadow, which the turning of 
the river made nearly a peninſul: l and there our tents 
were let up. 

_ We were now eighty leagnes ſrom the plantation of 
the two negroes already mentioned ; ; and 1t is not eaſy to 
conceive what we underwent in this journey. What re- 
lief ſhould I have got from the ſheep which I exchanged 
with the Hottentots of Snewberg ! from that time we did 
not procure the molt trifling article of game, and not a 
ſingle pond of water pure enough to ute without great 
care; none of it could be drunk till we boiled it either 
with. tea or coffee, to prevent, or rather to hide | its hur t- 
ful and bad qualities. 

The pleaſantneſs of this place, and the abundance of 
every neceſſary which the Buffalo River procured us, 
were not the only motives that induced us to remain ſo 
long on its banks. I continued here till the 14th of the 
month, employed only in repairing my carriages, the ru- 
ined condition of which had for a long time given me 
great uneaſineſs. They were ſo much thattered, and the 
{an had ſo dried them, that they were ready to fall to 
pieces; it was neceſſary above all to renew the wheels, 
as all the ſpokes were looſe in the naves. I ordered them 
to be put into water to make the wood ſwell; and they 
remained there a long time before they receiv ed any aſ- 


ſiſtance from the hatchet. As for my part, I reviewed my 


collection, which was far from being in proper order; 
and this bulinefs was a werk of no {mall labour. Every 
thing almoſt that I had contained birds: my tea- cheſts, 
and my boxes for holding coffee and ſugar, were all fil- 
led with them. I now expected ſoon to reach the centre 
of the colonies ; and I ſhould have conſidered the ſlighteſt 
accident that might have happened to retard our march 


as a great misfortune. Being perſuaded that we had no- 


thing more to fear from the Ban and ſeeing all my 
people ſufficiently compoſed and freed from their ter- 
rors, I reſolved to travel night and day; and in conſe- 
quence of this determination I departed on the 14th, at 

ve in the evening, obſerving the ſame order as before. 


Having 
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Having halted at midnight, near the Matjes- Fontein, 
the atmoſphere became overcaſt; and feemed to threaten 


a ſtorm; but it paſſed by us, and next morning I 1 


the Wet- Waater, and unyoked ray cattle at Conf apel, an 
agreeable plantation, which the owners have been obliged 
to abandon on account of a ſcarcity of water. Though 
the ſeaſon was now far advanced, the heat had not yet 
decreated, and we were obliged to remain inactive du— 
ring the middle of the day, when the ſun's rays darted 


| npon us with the greateſt force; we were ſcore hed fo 


much the more, as we could find no ſhade or place of 
ſhelter to ſecure us from them: the relaxed ſtate in which 
we were. did not even permit us to amuſe ourſelves with 
hunting. It is well known that ſtiffing heat tends great- 
ly to deitroy the appetite, and-.that it corrupts meat che- 


ther freſh or ſalted, and renders it very dilgult! ng; we 


delayed all kitchen work therefore for ſome time. My 
Hottentots ſlept in the day time: for my own part, I li- 
ved on Miſs Dina's biſeuits; and all the enjoy ment I al- 
lowed myſelf was ſteep! ng them in goat's milk, which I 
alw ays eat with fatisiaction, I cannot too warmly adviſe 
travellers who undertake ſuch journeys as this, to pro- 
cvre a great many of theſe tratable and uſeful animals. 
They are very fond of man, are att ached to him, follow 
him, occaſion no inconvenience, and require little or no 


care. They will daily furniih enough for their ſupport, 


and to allay their chirſt; and theſe poor animals, Which 
are not delicate like ſome other brutes, and are pleaſed 


with any thing, can undergo thirſt a very long time be- 


fore their milk fails. 


Having crolled Tous Rivier, I advanced fix leagues 
farther on the 16th and 17th; and, near Werkeer de- Va- 
ley, came to a very large lake, upon the borders of which 
there was a little plan ntation, which the owner, who was 
not there had committed to the charge of ſome Hotten- 
tots, Having found a planter here who had lately left 
the Cape to go to Camdebo, I was relieved of a burden 
which had long lien heavy on me, by being told that 
Mr Boers was quite recovered, and that he had come a- 
gain to the town. In this olace J had an opportunity of 
tinding birds of different kinds, and, among the reſt, 
{ome coots exactly the ſame with thoſe of Europe; 7 
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the marſhes upon the Jake ſupplied me with ſo many 
Jmipes that they were our ordinary proviſion. 

On this plantation there were a great number of hogs 
one of which 1 purchated ; but I was under the neceſſity 


of going and chooſing it myſelf, and plucking it from 


the reeds ; becauſe, as I have already mentioned, when 
ſpeaking of the manner in which they are brought up, 
theie had become quite wild. I purchaſed ſome flour, 
to regale my people with the firſt bread they had eat 
ſince we ſet out: Klaas' wife made it ready, and the in- 
deed did it remarkably well, Having left Werkeerde- 
Valey, we came on the 21ſt to another country, called 


the Boke-Veld, or plain of the ſpring- bocks, which were 


very-numerous formerly ; but now none of them were a- 


Ny where to be found. We obſerved ſeveral plantations 


on the ſurrounding hills, from which we vainly attempt- 


ed to remove, for the farther we went the more frequent 


they became. I was under the neceſſity of paihng cloſe 
to that of John Pinar. Though he earneſtly requeſted 
me to ſtop and refreth myſelf at his houſe, I declined his 


invitation, and purſued my journey; but the inhabitants, 


whether white men, Hottentots, or negroes, all haſtened 
to ſee my caravan file off, almoit in the ſame manner as 
in our great cities people flock to fee ſome curious thew 
or uncommon ſpectacle. My beard, above all, in a coun- 
try where neither Jews nor Capuchins are ever known, 
appeared to be a wonderful and an extraordinary pheno- 
menon; though it put the children to flight, and ſtruck 


a great terror into the women. Aſter diſembarraſſing | 
myſelf with great difficulty from the importunity of the 


inquiſitive, who haraiſed me with their queſtions, I reach- 
ed, at half after eleven at night, a peaceful inhabited re- 
treat, at the diſtance of three leagues: but the news of 


my return were ſpread abroad; and next morning, ſcarce- 


ly had day-light appeared, when more than twenty of the 
inhabitants, attracted by curioſity, ſurrounded my camp, 
that, whatever route I ſhould purſue, it might be impoſ- 
ſible for me to eſcape them. They had taken great de- 


light in propagating a number of ridiculous tales about 


me; and they aſked an hundred ridiculons queſtions at 


me one after another: they aſſerted, for inſtance, that I 
had brought with me waggon loads of gold-duſt and 


jewels, 
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jewels, which I found in the rivers, or on rocks, never 
before examined. One of theſe credulons pcaſants en- 
treated me to ſhew him that noble precious tone, excel- 
ling the diamond, and of the ſize of a hen's egg, which 
1 found in the head of a huge ſerpent, with «hich I had 
fought a molt deſperate and bloc dy battle. Theſe abſur- 
dities J take notice of merely, to juſtify what I have faid 
eliewhere as to that ſtupid thirit for the marvellous, by 
which the planters fill u b. their vacant hours, and over- 
come the languor by which they are opprelicd. 

J propoſed to remain hid in che place where I was till 
night, but the curious people increaſed fo much every 
minute, that I loſt my patience entirely, and departed 
very abruptly. I attempted to avoid three or four plan- 
tations ſituated in the canton through vw hich I was obli- 
ged to paſs; importunity followed me on every 995 ſo 
that 1 had no other refuge but to take advantage of the 
darkneis of the night, and to ſneak cit like a ma ela or, 
and hide myſelf below an enormous chain of hills named 
Cloof, which makes the bo; undaries of another country 
named {oye-Sand. 

This chain, like an aſtoniſſiing curtain, raiſed up by 
the hand of misfortune to front me, ſeemed to be placed 
there to diſconcert me ſtill more, and to encreaſe my un- 
happineſs. It was needful however either to ſarmount 
this obſtacle, or to take a very long round, the extent of 
which I was ignor. ant of, nor hox much time might be 
needed. I was no longer however itimulated by that im- 
petuous ardour which 1 had evidenced at my outſet; nor 
by that intrepidity which cheriiked the love of novelties 
within me, and the anxious defire of being the firſt to 
ſeize a country at once curious and little known, I 
found' myſelf the one time er g by diicouragement, 
and the next hurried on by gratitude and friendthip. I 
therefore formed my dete 1is, to climb as well as 
I could to the top of the hill. The ſteepneſs of the road, 
and the quagmires which 1 had to pals through in this 
paſſage, almoſt terrified me, Yet chis is the common 
road of the neighbouring planters, who are more inclined 
to run the riſque of loting their cattl: and carriages than 
agree together to prepare a proper road, or at Teal to 
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repair ſome broken parts; a ſtriking evidence both of 
their careleſſneſs and ſloth. 
With an eye to my own ſafety, I determined to un- 
dertake this buſineſs. I ſpent all the day of the 24th in 
utting down branches of trees to fill up the deep fiflures, 
and to cover them over with ſtones, ſand, and earth. I 
ſucceeded 1n this; and on the 25th, in about four hours 
time, thanks to the precautions which we had taken, and 
the exertions which we employed, at the expence of a ve- 
ry little loſs, we had the inexpreſſible ſatisfaction to paſs 
the terrible precipice, the only one that we had occaſion 
to fear. The planters name this horrible road after- 
Hoec, or Maſter's Corner. We pitched our camp at the 
bottom of the hill, on the oppoſite fide ; and the day fol- 
lowing halted in the morring at the entrance of Roye- 
Sand, hard by the ruins of a plantation which ſeemed to 
have been long forſaken. | 

I conſider that this canton 1s very improperly named 
Roje-Sand, or Red Sand, for I ſaw none of that colour: 
J obſerved, on the contrary, that it was quite yellow. 

This is a rich corn country; and the crops are every 
where good and plentiful. We had a view from time to 
time of pleaſant plantations, every one more agreeably 
ſituated than the other; and the variety cf the buildings 
occaſioned every where ſuch delightful proſpects as gave 
the higheſt gratification to the ſight. It is not impottible 
that, as I had been accuſtomed tor ſixteen months to 
proſpeRs of a bolder and grander nature, the contraſt of 
wild countries, and their dwellings equally diſmal and 
fingular, with the new arrangement of things that came 
in view, might leave a deeper impreſſion on my mind. 
But whatever may be in this, I never wearied in contem- 
Plating theſe delightſul views. 
heſe various fanciful and romantic ideas which had 
flattered my imagination, and all thoſe melancholy ideas 
which I bad indulged on leaving the ſavages, began now 
to wear away; and reaſon, again reſuming its dominion, 
convinced me that, not being allotted to this wandering 
and precarious lite, 1 bad other duties to diſcharge, and 
other objects to look after. I already ſmiled in imagina- 
tion at different circumitances, the recollection of which 
brought full to my view my former enjoyments and paſt 
e | | Manner 
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manner of life. Friendſhip in a particular manner, arrayed 
in her full graces, and in the way the ſhould be to ſatisfy 

delicate andifeeling minds, ſeemed to call me at a diſtance, 
and to ſtretch out her arms towards me. Other ideas 
perhaps came to her aid, to make me unbend my brow a 
little and to lead me more and more to finith my journey. 
Certain, from what I had heard, that 1 thould fee Mr 
Boers at the Cape reſtored to kealth, every ſtep I took to- 
wards it increaſed the tranſports of my anxiety, in which 
my people ſincerely participated with me. 1 could not 
poſſibly be ſo near the Cape without being anxious to fee. 
the road which was to conduct me thither diſappear be- 
bind me: all my thoughts were therefore occupied about 
the ſatisfaction I expected to enjoy on ſeeing my friends; 
but eſpecially in embracing him, who for 1 many reaſons 
had the firſt claim to the molt diſtinguiſhied place i in my 
aflection and eſteem. 

Upon the 26th, after having eſcaped, if I may fo ſay, 
ten plantations which were on our road, I cIeſſed the 
Broad River; a league farther, the Waater-Yal, or Wa- 
ter-fall; and afterwards a few other plantations, which 
had certainly been long waiting to ſee me pals; for the 
inhabitants noticing that 1 did not halt, ran after me as 
if I had been a curious wild beaſt, and never left me till 
they had examined me for ſome time. Having paſled 
the Roye-Sand- Kloof,, the Valley of Red Sand, and the 
Klin-Bero-Rivier, or Little Kiver of the Mountains, 
when I arrived next morning, the 27th, at Swari-Land, 

I defired that my horfes, which I had not uſed for {ome 
time, ſhould be {addled ; and leaving a number of inqui- 
fitive planters about my carriages and baggage, I pro- 
ceeded forwards, attended by my faithful Klaas; arid 
came with much delight, the fame night, to the houſe of 
my ancient hott, the worthy Slaber, who had fo grandly 
entertained me two years before, when the dreadtul ac- 
cident before mentioned befel me at the bay of Saldanha, 

It is not eaſy to expreſs the joy, and eſpecially the al- 
toniſhment, which my arrival occationed to all this wor- 
thy family. They had ſo little expectation of it; I was 
fo diſguiſed by my beard, and the different accounts 
which "had been circulated at the Cape, and in the neigh- 
| bourhood, of the diſtant excurſions and the bair-breadth 


eſcapes 
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eſcapes to which I had expoſed myſelf, made my death 
ſo very probable, that they were all inghtened on my 
approach. The women elpecially {wore vengeance a- 
gainſt that buihy and grim covering which hid part of 
my countenance. It had, tis true, 40 r ſome time bee 

of no ſervice, and conlequently rather katiguing to me. 
Mitje-Slaber, my hos youngeſt daughter, kindly pro- 


poſed to deliver me from it. 1 therefore falling on my 


knees devoted my head as a ſacrifice. Scarcely had 1 
reached this bappy retreat, when J ſent off Klaas to Mr 
Boers to acquaint bim with my return; and I ſent him, 
likewiſe, two of thoſe little antelopes called fteen-l a 


and ſome partridges which I had killed on the road. 


The following morning 1 was congratulated in a meſ- 
ſage from my triend, who ſent me a couple of lis fineſt 
horſes, and many Preſing entreaties to adj urn to his 
houſe forthwith. 

My people and carriages whom I had left behind me, 
arrived that ſame day. The time of our parting was 
now drawing nigh; we bal dautually org 30t our little 
quarrels: ſome gave free vent to ti hs, © ers.even ſhed 
tears; and, as 1 could not contain : mine, we could only 
comfort ourleives with talking about another journey, 
if circumſtances ſhould Þerciutier permit. : 

The remainder f my effects, ct: TOON iy ſuch articles as 
could be of no ue to me in town, I cheartully gave to 
theſe friends who h, id been ih 7ETS with me in all my ad- 
ventures and labyus; i cen dittributed ame "Ng them my 

a 


7 


very clothes and ünen, reier v 174." C Only V hu 111 had UP IL e 


at the time. 1 detircd. two ot them to co tins at Sla- 
ber's houſe a few days, to take charge of the the- goats 
and thoſe oxen which were eicher dilirefied or of no uſe 
to me, Which L left at this piuntation in the mean time. 
Mr Boer's houſe ac the Cape was then appointed as the 


| rendezvous to the reſt of my troop, for which I immedi». 


mY 


ately ſet out; and that very evening was ſo happy as to 
embrace that valuable t:1e: ad, whom 41 baa been jo much 
indebted, and whom Lat oue time never cg Cted to have 


ſeen. 


My baggage and ſervants arrived on the 2d of April, 
when I paid them their wage 8s, and éxpreſſed my grati- 
tude for their fidelity. All of them were eager once more 
| | : 10 
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to ſee their own families. Poor Klaas could hardly be 
torn from me; I held out my hand to bim, deſiring him 
to call upon me frequently, as his horde was nearer the 
Cape Town than thoſe of the others; I atlured him of my 
continued friendthip and protection; but, what he valued 
molt, I told him, I did not mean to be long idle here, 
and would ſoon need more of his ſervice. This, this only 
alleviated bis forrow. I mult acknowledge, I was not a 
little affected in parting from him, and could not conceal 
my emotion, even amidſt the crewds of viſitors who 
thronged Mr Boer's houſe; many from motives of re- 
gard and friendihip for me, but tall a greater number 
from curioſity. 


201 


ALTHOUCH it was in my ſecond Journey only that 


I ſaw the male and female Giraffe, yet 1 have placed li- 
gures of theſe animals at the end of this volume; and 
this irregular anticipation I have ſabmitted to, from the 


requeits of my friends, which have always weighed as 


commands in my mind, 

An explanation of theſe plates I hereto ſubjoin, by way 
of ſupplement to this work, in which I {hail trace a iketch 
of the Natural Hiſtory of theſe animals, reſerving a more 


particular Account and Deſcription tor my next publi- 
Cation. 


There have been many and different accounts publiſh- 


ed of the Giraffe; but although ſome of them have been 
both elegantly and ſcientifically written, none have yet 
deſcribed lei even the ſhape, much leis the organiza- 
tion, character, manners, and taſtes of this animal. 

Were precedency among Quadrupeds to be ſettled 
from height, the Giraffe mult hold a firſt rank. The 
male of which the engraving is annexed, and which I 
preſerve in my own collection, meaſured at the time I 
killed it ſixteen feet four inches from the hoof to the 


point of the horns. I mention horns, to make myſelf 


underſtood, although in fact it has none; only between 
the ears, upon the crown of the head, two excreſcenſes 
ſpring up from the Cranium as high as eight or nine 
inches, having no joint, but ending in a convex knob z 


theſe 


22 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


theſe excreſcences are incloſed with a row of ſtraight 


ſtrong hair, overtopping them by ſeveral lines. The fe- 


male is not ſo tall as the mals; that in the plate, only 


meat{ured thirteen feet and ſix inches; and that ſhe was 
at her full growth, was evident from her teeth. So that 
from the great number of theſe animals 1 killed, I may 
ſaſely fix it as a ſettled point, that the height of the males 
is co zmonly lifteen or fixteen feet, that of the females 
thirteen or fourteen, 

But the height of theſ: animals will furniſh no rule by 
which to deter: mine its thickneſs or tize in other reſpects. 
They may be juitly aid to be all legs and neck. Thoſe 
who are familiar with the full long figures of Europe, 
will not think a length of ſeven feet from breaſt to tail, 
any way proj bortigcned to a height of fixteen feet. 
There ts allo another defect in ſhape, if it may be ſo call- 
ed, in the thickneſs of this animal, which is conſiderable at 
the ſhoulders, but at the tail quite thin and flender. 
Every Natural or Traveiler who has hitherto deſcri- 
bed the Giraffe, ſpeaks of the hind legs as only halt the 
length of the fore; but is it potlible that thoſe who make 
this afſerticn have ever ſzen this animal? or if they have 
ſeen it, did they examine 1t carefully ? In an Italian work 
2nuted Deſcrizione degli Auimali, 1771, the author inſerts 
an engraving of the e though it is evident he had 
never ſeen the animal. This print correſponds in every 
reſpect with the deſcriptions aiweady in print; but the 
exactneſs, one is apt t0 conceive, was intended as a le- 
vere criticiſm on theſe accounts, | 
Gilius gives the juſteſt account of this animal of any 
old writer, and he fays © the four legs of the Giraffe are 
all of the ſame ſize; but the fore thighs are ſo much 
longer thau thoſe behind, that the anima!'s back reclines 
like the roof of a houſe.” fi Gilius, when he ſpeaks of 
the fore thighs, means the ſhoulder blade, I quite agree 
with his aflertion as juſt. Heliodorus' Account of it is 
very incorrect. If we are to underiland him ſpeaking of 
the Giraffe, when he ſays it is about twice the ſize of an 
Oſtrich, we mult concluile that in the courſe of time, na- 
ture has made vaſt alterations on the appearance of one 

or both of theſe animals. 


of 


— 
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Of any modern writer, Dr Allarman gives the exacteſt 
Drawing of it, which he had from Colo nel Gordon. 

As the horns are part of the Cranium, they cannot fall 

off. They are by no means ſolid like thoſe of a tag, nor 

of a ſubſtance ſimilar to thoſe of an ox; much lets 


are 
they a compoſition of hair, as Buffon 


allerts. The 


are merely a calcareous bony ſubſtance, with many ſmall 


pores, as all bones have; and theſe bones covered uni- 


verſally with ſhort thick hair, but that very unlike the 


ſoft downy hair, with which the horns of lags or roe 
bucks are covered. | 


The engravings of thts aa in Buffon and Venn 
are not accurate. In them the horns end in a point this 
is not the caſe. They bring down the mane to the root 


of the tail—it only reac ches the ſhoulders. Such errors 


as theſe, are hurtful to ſcience, miſlend the e and 


are hurtful to the characters of the authors. 

Both male and female are ſpotted, but they are eaſily 
known from one another, even at a diſtance, in different 
ways, beſides the difference of ſize. The ſpots of the 

nale are of a dark brown colour, nearly black, and that 
on a greyith white ground; the ſpots of the female, 


though on a ſimilar greund, are of a tawny colour, and 


not ſo ſtriking. The ſpots of the males, when young 
are like their mothers, bas turn darker, as they encreaie 
in ſize and age. Leaves of trees are their food, particu- 
larly the mimoſa leaves, which are peculiar to the diſtrict 

where they are. They eat meadow prais hkewiſe, but 


can eat or drink without kaeeling, though it has been al- 
1 bey lie down often to loll or ſleep, 


ledged otherwile. 


Which is the ccaſion of a conſiderable hardr, eſs on the 
ſternum and fins of their knees. 

If the Giraffe were calily provoked, it could have -cod 
cauſe to comp! iin of nature, which has furniſhed it with ve— 
ry few means either to attack or deſend; but it is a harm- 

leſs thy aninial; fearful ot danger, from which it trots 
away very qiic kly, ſo that it is not eaſily overtaken even 
by a ſwift horſe. Some have gone the length to al- 
ledge, that it has not even ſtrength to defend itſelf, but 
1 i certain proof of 1ts frequently beating off the hon, 
or at leaſt kicking, it behind till it is vearied out. 1 never 


ſaw it ule its horns, but once; one would be apt to ſup- 


pole 


— 
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poſe they were of no uſe, were it not, that Nature gives 
nothing in vain, though we cannot at all times compre- 
hend her deſign. 
Thus, in compliance with the wiſhes of many, I have 
accompanied the engravings of theſe animals, with a 
brief deſcription; requeſting the reader however, to keep 


in mind, that a more full account of this remarkable ani- 
mal i is fully intended. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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brief detcription ; requeſting the reader however, to keep 


in mind, that a more full account of this remarkable ani- 
mal is fully intended, 
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